
The Summer Ser-
vice Learning 
Program (SSLP) 

and its international coun-
terpart (the ISSLP) have 
merged at the Center for 
Social Concerns to be-
come NDBridge. Last 
summer was the final run 
of the SSLP and ISSLP, as 

applications opened for 
NDBridge on Oct. 31 for 
the upcoming summer.

The SSLP piloted with 
five students in 1980, pre-
ceding the opening of the 
Center for Social Con-
cerns—which would come 
to house the SSLP pro-
gram—in January 1983. 
These programs expanded 
to include international op-
portunities in the ISSLP—
the International Summer 
Service Learning Programs.

Since the inception of 
the SSLP, a scholarship 
fund started by Kathy 
Andrews and John Mc-
Meel has assisted 3,711 

students in paying for 
their summer experiences.

While NDBridge con-
tinues to offer eight-week 
long summer immersions 
in service work within dis-
tinct communities, some 
structural components 
have shifted. The applicant 
pool has narrowed to rising 
sophomores only, where-
as formerly rising sopho-
mores through rising se-
niors could participate. 

Hannah Smith ’24 par-
ticipated in the SSLP twice, 
as a rising sophomore and 
a rising junior. She spent 
her first summer with the 

Notre Dame’s 
Department of 
Film, Televi-

sion, and Theatre recent-
ly staged the classic mu-
sical comedy Pippin. The 
show was pitched and 
directed by senior Nick 
Buranicz, who recent-
ly directed and starred in 
Rosencrantz and Guilden-
stern are Dead last spring. 
Pippin ran three sold-
out shows October 7-9.

The plot of Pippin can 

be described in two ways: 
the central plot and the 
“meta” plot. On the sur-
face, the show follows the 
life of Pippin, the pseu-
do-historical son of Char-
lemagne. His life is char-
acterized by an eager hunt 
for something truly fulfill-
ing; he tries a life of glo-
ry in war, a life of simple 
hedonism (which quickly 
devolves into sexual in-
dulgence), a life in poli-
tics, etc. Pippin’s search 
becomes hopeful when he 
is thrust into the life of a 
family. With Catherine 
and her son, Theo, Pip-
pin appears to be more 

satisfied than he ever had 
been. However, this does 
not last, and Pippin pulls 
away from his family, 
convinced there must be 
something more. It is not 
long before he realizes that 
the world has nothing bet-
ter to offer and is reunited 
with Catherine and Theo.

At this level, the show 
shines as a comedy. The 
crew of players is especially 
to be praised for this; near-
ly every moment the play-
ers were on stage, the au-
dience was overwhelmed 
with and delighted by 
their clowning and playing 

Archbishop An-
thony Fish-
er, O.P., of the 

Archdiocese of Sydney, 
Australia, visited Notre 
Dame from Thursday, 
October 27 to Friday, 
October 28. Archbish-
op Fisher celebrated the 
11:30am Mass in the 
Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart on Thursday and 
delivered a lecture titled 
“Newman and the Reli-
gion of the Future and 
the Future of the Acad-
emy” that afternoon at 
Notre Dame Law School.

Fisher is the ninth arch-
bishop of Sydney, hav-
ing previously served as 
Bishop of Parramatta and 
auxiliary bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Sydney. 
Since his appointment to 
the episcopacy, Archbish-
op Fisher has also served 
the universal Church in 
Rome at the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, and he pres-
ently serves in the Di-
castery for the Oriental 
Churches and the Pon-
tifical Academy for Life.

Archbishop Fisher’s 
lecture offered a hope-
ful estimation of the role 
of Catholic higher edu-
cation in culture for the 
generations to come. 
Drawing from St. John 
Henry Newman’s Es-
say on the Development of 

Christian Doctrine, The 
Idea of a University, Ox-
ford Sermons, and more, 
the archbishop proposed 
seven roles of the Catho-
lic university in our age: 

1) To provide a sympa-
thetic environment where 
religious matters can be 
explored, 2) to witness 
to the continuing rele-
vance of Christian faith 
in people’s lives, 3) to 
enable the healthy de-
velopment of doctrine 
and to test putative de-
velopments for their fi-
delity to revelation, 4) 
to be centers for forming 
and expressing lay lead-
ership, 5) to form sound 
Christian consciences, 6) 
“humbly and intelligent-
ly to critique truncated 
views of reason in liberal 
thought and of religion 

in lukewarm Christiani-
ty”, and 7) to provide to 
the world the wisdom of 
Christ crucified and risen.

These parts of the mis-
sion of the Catholic uni-
versity today both arise 
from and are opposed 
by secular trends, Fisher 
shared. Public discourse 
is increasingly anti-reli-
gious; the disciplines in 
the university are becom-
ing highly specialized, 
having lost a sense of lib-
eral education; “staff [are] 
more comfortable with 
the secular gods of di-
versity, equity, and inclu-
sion than with the much 
richer Catholic intellec-
tual tradition”; and cul-
tivation of only one pre-
cept of the good—justice, 
for example—leads to 

Across the coun-
try, the slogan “Sex 
Work is Work” has 

found its footing at pro-
tests, midterm candidate 
platforms, and social me-
dia. Last week, the move-
ment to decriminalize sex 
work arrived at Nore Dame. 

The LGBT Law Forum, 
a student-led group, hosted 
two speakers for an event ti-
tled “Decriminalizing Sex 
Work.” Cruel Valentine, a 
Depaul Law student who 
self-identifies as a black trans-
gender sex worker, and Chi-
cago House Legal Director 
Elizabeth Ricks argued that 
decriminalization was the 
best way to reduce violence 
and abuse in the sex worker 
community, especially non-
cis-gender people and peo-
ple of color who are dispro-
portionately affected. They 
believe that sex workers de-
serve the same right to work 
as in any other industry.

Indiana currently outlaws 
selling, buying, or promoting 
sexual acts in exchange for 
money or property. The first 
two 
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Students for Child-Ori-
ented Policy (SCOP) 
welcomed Michelle 

Alleva, a woman who de-
transitioned after 10 years of 
identifying as a man, to share 
her testimony on October 13.

Alleva was severely and 
constantly bullied as a child 
and always felt “different.” 
She asserts that developmen-
tal trauma as a child changed 
the trajectory of her life. 
In a blog post, she wrote, 
“My personality completely 
changed. I went from a loud, 
fierce, opinionated child to 
a passive, shy teenager with 
low self-esteem.” Her trauma 
led to anxiety and depression, 
which further manifested in 
self harm and dissociation.

After years of social rejec-
tion, Alleva turned to so-
cial media, where she began 
to connect with the online 
LGBTQ community. At this 
time, she began more seri-
ously considering her body 
and how she wanted to 
present herself. Though she 
never previously had gen-
der dysphoria, her increas-
ing self-awareness inspired 
a desire to change her body. 

She kept searching for an-
swers online, and her trans-
gender suspicions were con-
stantly continued on pg. 5continued on pg.  6
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Standing up for 
the truth is a 
rare phenom-

enon. Many refuse to 
stand up in the first 
place, and it seems that 
those who do have no 
concept of what is true.

This lack is realized on 
all sides of the ideolog-
ical spectrum. This has 
resulted in perhaps the 
strangest combination 
of academics in today’s 
university coalescing 
around one particular 
text: Vaclav Havel’s “The 
Power of the Powerless.”

In this manifesto of 
truth, courage, and 
conscience, many can 
understand the plight 
of Havel’s protagonist. 
Havel relates the story 
of a simple greengrocer 
who places the commu-
nist slogan “Workers of 
the World, Unite!” in 
his shop window with-
out any understanding 
of the concept, belief 
in the regime, or trust 
in his state leaders. By 
doing so, he unthink-
ingly shapes the pow-
erful totalitarian system 
of which he is a part.

He did not go out 
of his way to pro-
cure the sign. The gov-
ernment officials de-
livered it to his door 
along with the pro-
duce which he is to sell, 
and he displays it with 
the rest of his goods.

The greengrocer, and 
the other individuals 
who comply in promot-
ing the regime through 
visible signage, form a 
landscape of allegiance 
that dominates the pe-
riphery of all. They do 
not believe in the gov-
ernmental system, but 
no one has the courage 
to say so. Through their 
consent, the authoritar-
ian regime receives the 
ability to become total-
itarian. The state is not 
strong enough to in-
vade the lives of each, 
so they employ the 
weak-willed—which 
includes nearly every 
citizen—in tacitly re-
enforcing its strength.

We can all relate to 
this initial picture of the 
greengrocer. In today’s 
world, promoting a pro-
gressive agenda does not 
require active participa-
tion but, rather, mere 
passive acceptance. In 
one instance, this took 
the form of bookstore 
workers stocking the 
shelves with what they 
are given—“Queer He-
roes” and “Pride 1-2-3” 
were not sought by any 
Notre Dame employee. 
Barnes and Noble deliv-
ered it, and the workers 
merely “did their job.”

“Welcome Week Am-

bassadors” are hand-
ed rainbow pins at the 
door as they invite the 
incoming class to cam-
pus every fall. Wear-
ing the LGBTQ+ 
“Ally” pins does not 
take any effort. It is far 
more difficult to refuse.

The values of the 
broader world bleed 
into the university.

The prescient nature 
of this discussion of 
courage increases our 
admiration for those like 
Havel who cast off this 
first visage of the green-
grocer. Havel relays the 
alternative story of the 
greengrocer who refuses 
to promote the regime. 
“He rejects the ritu-
al and breaks the rules 
of the game … His re-
volt is an attempt to live 
within the truth.” He is 
an isolated individual 
and is swiftly punished.

In this picture, the 
individual is power-
less against the regime, 
but he reveals his abil-
ity to act according 
to moral conviction. 
His act has the poten-
cy to break the spell of 
mindless compliance.

The message of re-
sistance resonates with 
nearly all. In years now 
bygone, I have heard 
liberal peers insist that 
Havel is necessary in 
the “Age of Trump.” 
The former president’s 
promotion of a strong 
executive branch and 
socially conservative 
policy brought cries of 
fascism and totalitarian-
ism that, his adversaries 

argued, must be resist-
ed at a grassroots level.

On the other hand, 
many of my conserva-
tive peers invoke Havel 
as an answer to a uni-
form corporate me-
dia replete with boiler-
plate slogans, asserting 
seemingly coordinated, 
uniform messaging at 
a national scale. Resist-
ing the common “nar-
rative” requires more 
than silent dissatisfac-
tion. Rejection of the 
regime must be ex-
pressed through action 
and public statements.

Notre Dame does 
not uniformly reflect 
the national progres-
sive consensus. It has 
capitulated on many 
questions of sexuali-
ty and gender—as was 
manifest in the vocif-
erous outcry against 
the Rover’s former ed-
itor-in-chief upon the 
publication of her edito-
rial “No Man Can Serve 
Two Masters” last fall.

Nevertheless, the 
Catholic ethos of a 
strong sacramental 
life, and, to a slight-
ly lesser degree, belief 
in the sanctity of un-
born life still remains.

This creates a unique 
juxtaposition of pres-
sure to self-censor on 
both sides of the ideo-
logical aisle. Yet, despite 
the current fascination 
with Havel’s call for in-
dividuals to “Live in the 
truth,” courage to do 
so in any meaningful 
way is in short supply.

Those on the right, 
who hold views con-
trary to the progressive 

monoculture and ad-
herent to the Catholic 
faith, ought to question 
whether they will sac-
rifice as much for their 
faith as a progressive 
will sacrifice for theirs.

I recently reported 
on the actions of Pro-
fessor Tamara Kay in 
the pages of the Rov-
er. Despite the school’s 
pro-life ethos and pol-
icy, she has been loud-
ly advocating for abor-
tion rights and access 
for students and those 
in the South Bend area. 
She is living—if not for 
the truth—at least for 
what she believes in. In 
doing so, she has been 
far more courageous 
than the majority of 
the students and pro-
fessors who view such 
advocacy as despicable.

The history of the 
Church is replete with 
martyrs. Today, “con-
servative Catholics” 
dub themselves war-
riors in the face of the 
hostile culture. But if 
we will sacrifice less 
for Christ than oth-
ers will for the right 
to sacrifice their chil-
dren, a cultural revival 
unequivocally will not 
begin in our lifetime.

The gates of the neth-
erworld will not pre-
vail against the work of 
Christ, but how many 
lives and souls will be 
lost through the silence 
of the well-intentioned?

W. Joseph DeReuil is 
a junior studying philos-
ophy and classics. Email 
him with questions, con-
cerns, or condemnations 
at wdereuil@nd.edu. 

Editorial

THE FINE PRINT

Founded in 2003, the Irish Rover is an independent, Catholic newspaper 
published fortnightly by students of the University of Notre Dame du Lac, 
and, as such, it receives no funding or official recognition from the University.  
Indeed, the ideas presented herein are not necessarily those of the University, 
although they probably should be.

The Rover was established by Notre Dame students who desired a strong 
and organized conservative voice on campus with the primary purpose of 
keeping the University true to its founding mission as a Roman Catholic 
institution.  The Rover seeks to facilitate part of what the University’s mission 
statement desires in its community:  “a forum where through free inquiry 
and open discussion the various lines of Catholic thought may intersect with 
all the forms of knowledge found in the arts, sciences, professions, and every 
other area of human scholarship and creativity.”  To provide this forum, the 
Rover offers a distinctive kind of coverage that includes campus news, religion, 
politics, culture, history, humor and sports.

Out of civility, the Rover will not critically mention names of students, 
professors, or administrators, unless the person is either a well-known member 
of the community, or he or she has openly sought publicity.  Unsigned 
editorials represent the majority opinion of the Rover’s Editorial Board, while 
content in individual columns represents the views of each respective author 
and should not be construed as representing the views of the entire staff.  All 
comments and questions regarding the Rover’s policies and editorial content, 
as well as Letters to the Editor, may be directed to the Editor-in-Chief, W. 
Joseph DeReuil, at NDIrishRover@gmail.com or PO Box 46 Notre Dame 
IN 46556.  These letters may be printed anonymously, upon request.  Also, 
please visit our website www.irishrover.net, where you can peruse archives and 
subscribe to the paper.
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Right to Life Mi-
chiana celebrat-
ed fifty years of 

fighting for life at their an-
nual benefit on October 
27. As their largest fund-
raiser, they refer to the 
benefit as “the event that 
makes their work possible” 
by drawing thousands of 
dollars in donations to be 
used in their fight for life.

The University of No-
tre Dame has been a key 
sponsor of the Right to 
Life Michiana benefit for 
over a decade, acting as 
the top-tier sponsor for 
the yearly benefit. Uni-
versity-affiliated centers 
and student groups also 
donate thousands of dol-
lars through their ticket 
purchases. Until this year. 

This year, a universi-
ty administrator decided 
that Right to Life Michi-
ana’s invited speaker trans-
gressed the bounds of ac-
ceptable pro-life discourse. 
Ben Shapiro needs no in-
troduction, and my pur-
pose in writing is not to 
defend him. But the uni-
versity, worried that associ-
ation with Shapiro would 
sully her good name, opt-
ed not to participate in 
this year’s pro-life bene-
fit. They did not pass go, 
they did not give $200—
let alone their usual sum.

Notre Dame eschewed 
sponsorship, and, as the 
fiduciary for all universi-
ty-affiliated groups, for-
bade those groups from 
donating to the benefit 
or purchasing tickets. The 
stated grounds? Ben Sha-
piro’s presence conflicts 
with the Catholic mission 
component of the univer-
sity’s charitable giving pol-
icy, which has been used 
in the past to prevent uni-
versity donations to orga-
nizations involved in stem 
cell research. However, the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend itself served as 
a sponsor for the benefit.

The Student Activities 
Office (SAO) had already 
approved Notre Dame 
Right to Life’s (NDRtL) 
purchase of tickets for 
the benefit when NDRtL 
president Merlot Foga-
rty received a phone call 
from an SAO employ-
ee who informed her that 
the club would not be 
able to attend the event. 
He did not explain the 
university’s reasoning 

Confused by the un-
expected reversal, Foga-
rty sought clarity from 
university administra-
tors. On September 8, she 
and several other NDRtL 
club members met with 
Chuck Lamphier, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
Office of Mission En-
gagement and Church 
Affairs and the adminis-
trator responsible for the 
university’s decision not 
to donate to the benefit. 

“This event is problemat-

ic. This speaker is problem-
atic,” Lamphier said. He 
cited a 2010 tweet by Ben 
Shapiro as a reason for the 
university’s hesitation to 
associate with his speaking 
engagement at the benefit. 

The issue, Lamphier clar-
ified, is not one of academ-
ic freedom, but rather one 
of money. “For this event, 
we have determined that 
university dollars are not 
going to go to it,” he said.  

Lamphier clarified 
that the university’s de-
cision not to give mon-
ey to the benefit does not 
mean the university will 
not support the organiza-
tion of Right to Life Mi-
chiana in other ways, and 
he referenced the univer-
sity’s long history of sup-
port for the organization 
by means of the benefit. 

Rather than donate to 
the event, the university 
would redirect their nor-
mal financial contribution 
to the Women’s Care Cen-
ter, Lamphier told Foga-
rty. The money would still 
help women and children, 
but without publicly con-
necting the university to 
Ben Shapiro. A source at 
the Women’s Care Cen-
ter, who wished to re-
main anonymous, shared 
that the center has not re-
ceived a comparable do-
nation from Notre Dame. 

Associating with Ben 
Shapiro was a bridge too 
far, but Notre Dame evi-
dently has no qualms about 
entangling the school with 
the promotion of radically 
pro-abortion views, such 

as those held by panel-
ists an event sponsored by 
university entities in South 
Bend on the same night 
as the Right to Life Mi-
chiana benefit. The Gen-
der Studies Program and 
the Institute on Race and 
Resilience co-sponsored 
a community teach-in by 
“reproductive care advo-
cates” at the Civil Rights 
Heritage Center called 
“Post-Roe America: Mak-
ing Intersectional Feminist 
Sense of Abortion Bans.” 

Ben Shapiro wrote an of-
fensive tweet in 2010. By 
comparison, one panel-
ist at the“Post-Roe Amer-
ica” event, Sharon Lau, 
has devoted her career to 
the industrialized mass 
slaughter of unborn chil-
dren. Lau serves as the re-
gional advocacy director 
for the parent organiza-
tion of South Bend’s local 
abortion provider, Whole 
Women’s Health. Her re-
sumé boasts experience 
working for Planned Par-
enthood and the Nation-
al Abortion Federation. 

Another panelist, Indi-
ana state representative 
Maureen Bauer, has pub-
licly argued that abortion 
is a basic human right and 
has expressed her concerns 
that universities will “strug-
gle to appeal to younger 
generations” if students 
lack access to abortion. 

And panelist Eli Wil-
liams, who previously 
served as director of South 
Bend’s LGBTQ Center, is 
a long-time abortion clin-
ic volunteer who wants 

to destigmatize abortion 
and provide abortion ac-
cess for all. Williams ar-
ticulated these hopes in a 
co-authored article pub-
lished in Gloria Steinem’s 
Ms. magazine and pro-
moted by Notre Dame’s 
Department of Sociology. 

The “Post-Roe Ameri-
ca” panelists volunteered 
their time and thus did 
not receive payment from 
the university. While the 
university avoided finan-
cial entanglement in this 
instance, Notre Dame 
publicly associated herself 
with pro-abortion stanc-
es under the guise of aca-
demic freedom, just weeks 
after a professor’s offers 
to help students procure 
abortions came to light.   

Several days prior, mon-
ey did change hands, 
again under the auspices 
of academic freedom. The 
LGBT Law Forum host-
ed an event titled “De-
criminalizing Sex Work” 
and paid a speaking fee 
to Cruel Valentine, a 
self-described a “sex work-
er, activist, and law stu-
dent” to tell students that 
sex work is empowering.

Valentine lectured about 
the “whorearchy,” pro-
tested the stigmatization 
of sex work, and called 
for the elimination of le-
gal consequences for indi-
viduals who either solicit 
or provide sexual services 
in exchange for money. 

This pro-prostitu-
tion event was protected 
by the university’s poli-
cies regarding academic 
freedom. So, too, was 
the pro-abortion panel. 

But university adminis-
trators weaponized poli-
cies to obstruct charitable 
giving to Right to Life Mi-
chiana because the guest 
speaker tweeted some-
thing unpalatable more 
than a dozen years ago. 
And this apparently makes 
him worse than the wom-
en who perpetuate the lie 
that abortion is a right, 
worse than the wom-
an who has dedicated her 
life to stripping away legal 
protections for vulnerable 
people coerced into an ex-
ploitative economy insep-
arable from sex traffick-
ing, human trafficking, 
pornography, and abuse.

Ideas are dangerous 
when money is involved, 
but apparently never in 
the classroom, and never 
when those ideas conform 
to secular progressive gos-
pel. If these are the fruits of 
academic freedom, Notre 
Dame would do well to re-
member the consequences 
of our first parents’ flirta-
tion with that Edenic tree.  

Mary Frances Myler is 
Editor-in-Chief Emerita of 
the Rover and a member of 
the Rover’s board of direc-
tors. She is a post-graduate 
fellow with the Center for 
Citizenship and Constitu-
tional Government and is 
working on a book about 
Catholic identity and the 
modern Catholic university.
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The following 
courses are rec-
ommended on 

the basis of the profes-
sor’s demonstrated com-
mitment to Catholic ed-
ucation and the positive 
experiences of the Rover 
staff. This is by no means 
a complete list of every 
excellent class offered in 
the upcoming fall semes-
ter, but we hope that this 
will provide readers with a 
starting point as they pre-
pare to register for classes.

College of Arts and 
Letters:

Classics
Aldo Tagliabue: “Rebels 

in Myth” (CLAS 10210)
Tadeusz Mazurek: “De-
mocracy Ancient and 

Modern” (CLAS 30117 & 
CNST 30639)

Aldo Tagliabue: “The 

Greek Novel” (CLGR 
40033)

Tadeusz Mazurek: “Be-
ginning Greek II” (CLGR 

10002)
Elizabeth Mazurek: “In-

termediate Latin” (CLLA 
20003)

Elizabeth Mazurek: 
“Latin History-Writing” 

(CLLA 30012)
Constitutional Studies
V. Philip Muñoz:  “Core 
Texts in Constitutional 

Government II” (CNST 
30701)

Economics
Kirk Doran: “Princi-

ples of Microeconomics” 
(ECON 10010 & 20010)

Joseph Kaboski: “In-
tro to Econ and Catholic 

Thought” (ECON 33150)
French 

Fr. Greg Haake, C.S.C.: 
“Sorin Translation and 

Digital Exhibition” 
(ROFR 33360)

History
Sarah Shortall: “Cathol-

icism Confronts Moderni-
ty” (HIST 30554)
Fr. Stephen Koeth, 

C.S.C. : “Cities and Sub-
urbs in Postwar America” 

(HIST 30877)
Political Science 

Patrick Deneen: “Politi-
cal Theory” (POLS 10600 

& 20600)
Mary Keys: “Political 

Science USEM”  (POLS 
13181)

Christina Bambrick: 
“Constitutional Law: 

Powers andInstitutions” 
(POLS 30073)

Daniel Philpott:  “Why 
the Church” (POLS 

30705)
Luke Foster: “Liberal 

Education and Citizen-
ship” (POLS 30744)

Philosophy
David Cory: “Philos-

ophy USEM”  (PHIL 
13185)

David Cory: “Augus-
tine’s Confessions” (PHIL 

20206)
John O’Callaghan: “Sci-
ence and Catholicism” 

(PHIL 20627)
David O’Connor: 

“CSEM: The Roots of the 
Ring” (CSEM 23102)

David O’Connor: 
“Business and the Com-

mon Good” (PHIL 
30310)

Therese Cory: “Ancient 
and Medieval Philosophy 

(PHIL 30301)
David O’Connor: 

“PPE Colloquium” (PPE 
43101)

Sean Kelsey: “Plato” 
(PHIL 43101)

John O’Callaghan: 
“Aquinas—Justice, Par-

don, Mercy” (PHIL 
43141)

Program of Liberal 
Studies

Felicitas Munzel: “Great 
Book Seminar II” (PLS 

23102)
Jennifer Martin: “Great 

Books Seminar III”  (PLS 
33101)
Theology

Katie Cavadini: “Foun-
dations of Theology” 

(THEO 10001) 
Fr. Kevin Grove, C.S.C.: 

“Foundations of Theolo-
gy” (THEO 10001)
Leonard DeLorenzo: 

“Theology of Discern-
ment” (THEO 20807)

Fr. Terry Ehrman 

C.S.C. : “Theology and 
Ecology” (THEO 20626)

Fr. Terry Ehrman 
C.S.C: “Science, Theolo-
gy, and Creation” (THEO 

20888)
Cyril O’Regan: “Chris-

tian Traditions II” 
(THEO 40202)

Phillip Bess: “Catholi-
cism in the City” (THEO 

40208)
Duncan Stroik: “Issues 

in Sacred Architecture” 
(THEO 40209)

Jennifer Martin: “God 
and Beauty” (THEO 

40881)

Mendoza College of 
Business:

Laura Hollis: “Business 
Law Contracts & Agency” 

(BALW 20150)
Craig Iffland: “Business 

Honors Program Collo-
quium” (BAUG 23001 & 

23002)
Laura Hollis: “Man-

agement Competencies” 
(MGTO 30200)

Laura Hollis: “Intro-
duction to Entrepreneurs” 

(MGTO 30500)

James Otteson: “Why 
Business” (BES 30795)
Martijn Cremers: “Cor-
porate Governance & 
Catholic Social Teach-

ing” (BES 40470 THEO 
40641)

College of 
Engineering:

Mike Seelinger: “Me-
chanics II” (AME 20222)

David Richter: “Ad-
vanced Fluid Dynamics” 

(CE 40410)

College of Science:

Brian Mulholland: 
“Mathematics in Architec-

ture” (MATH 10270)
Brian Mulholland: “Cal-

culus III” (MATH 20550)
Evan O’Dorney: “In-

troduction to Math Re-
search” (MATH 36800)

Fr. Bill Miscamble, 
C.S.C. joined No-
tre Dame Right 

to Life on October 11 to 
deliver a lecture on “Fa-
therlessness in the Wake 
of the Sexual Revolution,” 
addressing the stand-
ing room only crowd at 
Hagerty Family Cafe. 

According to Merlot 
Fogarty, President of No-
tre Dame Right To Life, 
the club chose to host this 
event because “[fatherless-
ness] is a huge problem 
that stems from the de-
coupling of sex and pro-
creation. These are con-
versations we need to be 
having in our modern cul-
ture… Strong fathers are 
vital for our ultimate goal: 
building a culture of life 
that respects and reveres 
relationships, families, 
children and life as a gift 
from God our Creator.”

Fr. Miscamble began 
by asserting that father-
hood within the bonds 
of marriage is beneficial 
not only for men, but for 
the women and children 

too. “Evidence suggests 
that marriage is beneficial, 
particularly for men, in-
creasing longevity, finan-
cial wellbeing, and more,” 
Miscamble explained. Be-
coming a father is a vital 
step in a man’s matura-
tion because it draws out 
the self-giving sacrifice 
that is crucial for being a 
good man. Moreover, the 
stable marriage, “where a 
man lays down his life for 
others,” supports a strong 
and healthy society, pro-
viding the basis for healthy 
relationships elsewhere.

Fatherhood, or its ab-
sence, also greatly impacts 
the children in the family. 
Fr. Miscamble cited Mary 
Eberstadt’s book How The 
West Really Lost God, in 
which she examines sev-
eral studies on juveniles 
in fatherless homes. These 
studies  have found that 
most incarcerated juveniles 
have grown up in father-
less homes, and the lack 
of a father can increase the 
likelihood of truancy, drug 
use, and gang membership 
among teenagers. “Father-
lessness leads young men 
to search for father sub-
stitutes,” Fr. Miscamble 
mentioned. They are like-
ly trying to find where 
they fit and a way of mod-
eling themselves outside 

the home. The allure of 
identity politics also at-
tracts these young men be-
cause it gives a sense of be-
longing that they cannot 
find in a fatherless home.

Fr. Miscamble then de-
scribed the relationship 

between fatherlesness and 
abortion, claiming the fol-
lowing: without the role 
model of a good father, 
boys grow into young 
men who don’t learn skills 
such as diligence, delayed 
gratification, teamwork, 
or self-control. “Without 
fathers … [boys have a] 
lack of good male behav-
ior and an undeveloped 
sense of respect for wom-
en,” he further explained.

All of this leads to “a 
new generation of young 
men who are not well 
equipped to take on the 
responsibilities of father-
hood, or other serious 
things.” Naturally, this cre-
ates young men who pre-
fer sex without responsi-
bility, and who encourage 

abortions to their partners. 
Fr. Miscamble then went 
on to explain that if wom-
en had a responsible hus-
band, rather than an in-
dolent partner, they could 
gain the financial stabil-
ity and prospect of rais-
ing their children, rath-
er than feeling that they 
had to terminate them. 

Fr. Miscamble also men-
tioned that while there is 
not a specific list of roles 

for the father, the key re-
sponsibility is formation 
of the young man. Besides 
this, the husband should 
share all duties with his 
wife– there should be no 
notion of separate roles 
in the relationship. As a 
Notre Dame priest, Fr. 
Miscamble is aware that 
he too has a fatherly role 
to play. He describes his 
role as assisting young 
folks to grow into their 
adult faith, and nour-
ishing their faith lives so 
that they develop into the 
young man or woman that 
God is calling them to be.

After the talk, one stu-
dent mentioned an in-
creased appreciation for 
her father. “[I realized] 
how blessed I am to have 
such a loving father. My 
dad has always been one 
of my biggest support-
ers… I am thankful for 
all the love he has shown 
to me over the years and 
realize that I should nev-
er take that love for grant-
ed, especially when there 
are so many kids like my-
self who are not blessed 
with attentive fathers.” 

There is plenty of work 
to be done by students to 
repair the damage caused 
by a fatherless culture, Fr. 
Miscamble noted. Part of 
the challenge is pushing 
back against the toxic el-
ements of the sexual rev-

olution and rebuilding 
the culture of marriage. 
“Men can have a great-
er participation in day to 
day pro-life activities,” Fr. 
Miscamble explained. He 
also observed the need 
for a religious revival in 
the United States, say-
ing that “men who take 
their faith seriously will 
treat women with respect.” 

Fr. Miscamble ended his 
speech with an encourage-
ment to live out the vir-
tues of courage and perse-
verance, saying that “We 
should be people capable of 
forming families, who are 
a light for others in form-
ing society. Don’t be afraid 
to play your part, and let 
the Holy Spirit guide us.”

Katiebelle Thompson is a 
sophomore studying envi-
ronmental sciences. She can 
often be found singing in 
Magnificat choir, hanging 
on for dear life at the rock 
wall, and rolling the dice at 
Board Game Club. If you 
or a loved one suffer from 
DND (double name disor-
der), don’t settle for a life-
time of having to re-explain 
your name to new peo-
ple—join her support group 
at cthomp23@nd.edu. 
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affirmed. She was told 
“only transgender people 
think so much about tran-
sitioning” and “all trans-
gender people have doubts 
about transitioning.” 

These reassuranc-
es prompted her to seek 
medical transition, and 
she started taking testos-
terone in 2010 and re-
ceived a double mas-
tectomy in 2012. Her 
mental health improved 
for a short time, but then 
it declined. In 2017, after 
years of struggling through 
job loss, anxiety, and de-
pression, she decided to 
take a Fulsome Psychoed-
ucational Assessment. The 
assessment revealed that 
Michelle suffered from au-
tism, ADHD, post-trau-
matic stress symptoms, and 
major depressive disorder.

She continued to iden-
tify as transgender and 
had a partial hysterecto-
my in 2018, barring her 
from ever having children. 

In 2020, she realized her 
psychological diagnoses 
explain many of her life 
struggles better than being 
transgender does, and she 
began identifying as female 
again. Though she is no 
longer taking medication, 
she suffers lasting effects 
from her 10-year transi-

tion. She has male-pattern 
balding, a deeper voice, 
and a permanent incapaci-
ty to carry or feed children. 

Approximately 65 stu-
dents gathered in the Car-
ey Auditorium to hear Al-
leva tell her story. Attendee 

Evan Bursch described the 
talk as “unquestionably 
one of the most power-
ful witnesses” he has ever 
heard. He explained: “Stu-
dents had the privilege 
of hearing from some-

one who decided to tran-
sition and detransition. 
The majority of the time, 
talks like this—either 
supporting or cautioning 
against transitioning—–
involve only people who 
have never experienced it.” 

He elaborated, “The 
speaker was able to pow-
erfully convey the heart-
ache, unrest, and emotion-
al scars that contributed to 
her transition. She brought 
to light the complexities 

and misconceptions per-
petuated by society re-
garding what it means to 
be human and what it is 
to be a man or woman.”

Co-president of SCOP 
Kylie Gallegos felt this 
narrative deserved atten-

tion: “These are people 
who have experienced the 
horrors of what we’re fight-
ing against, and they’re 
always silenced, and I 
want to give them a plat-
form to tell their story.”

Gallegos grappled with 
the reality of bringing 
such a controversial event 
to campus. She worried 
it would not be received 
well: “I didn’t want it to 
seem like I was using any-
body … not everyone is 
going to see that what 
we’re doing is not hate.” 
Despite her doubt, she de-
cided to reach out to Gen-
spect, an alliance that aims 
to promote evidence-based 
care for those with gender 
distress, and they con-
nected her with Alleva.

After the event, Gal-
legos told the Rover her 
doubts about holding the 
event “totally disappeared 
because [Michelle’s] 
story was so compel-
ling and heartbreaking.”

Gallegos said, “Even 
though [holding these 
events] is unpopular, and 
it's not seen as the nice 
thing to do … if you think 
about what love is as will-
ing the good of another, 
this is the most loving thing 
that we can be doing.”

She explained, “[SCOP] 
wants to always present 
the truth in love … We 
want to have events like 
Michelle's because we love 
trans people, and we want 
them to live in freedom 
and in accordance with 
their true selves, and we 
know that that can nev-
er be by pretending to be 

someone that you’re not.”
SCOP members attend-

ed the annual Sexuality, In-
tegrity, and the University 
National Collegiate Con-
ference at Princeton Oc-
tober 28-30 in preparation 
for their inaugural “Mar-
riage Week” in late No-
vember. SCOP also plans 
to host a retreat for stu-
dents from broken fami-
lies. More information will 
be posted on SCOP’s Ins-
tagram page, @scop_nd. 

Madeline Murphy is a 
sophomore studying music 
and theology. Please send 
questions or comments to 
mmurph64@nd.edu, or 
better yet, ask her to con-
verse over a cup of coffee. 
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SCOP officers pose with Alleva: Image by Catalina Scheider Galiñanes

Benedictine sisters of Re-
gina Laudis in Bethle-
hem, Connecticut, learn-
ing from their charism of 
ora et labora (prayer and 
work) and cultivating a 
sacramental attitude to-
wards the earth. The sec-
ond time, she worked 
with the Missionaries 
of Charity in Memphis, 
Tennessee, at their wom-
en’s overnight shelter.

Reflecting on her two 
SSLPs in terms of com-
plementarity, Smith said, 
“That was absolutely es-
sential. Loving the earth 
and loving your neigh-
bor are necessarily con-
nected at both the social 
level and the theological 
level … Complementari-
ty is a word I didn’t have 
until my second SSLP.” 

Smith now reflects on 
complementarity at a 
range of levels: between 
action and contemplation, 
between women and men, 
and between her two par-
ticular SSLP experienc-
es. Her deeper meditation 
was spurred on by the ac-
ademic nature of the pro-
gram, especially through 
doing a Directed Read-
ings her second summer. 

Opportunities with the 
Center have consistent-
ly provided intellectual 
engagement in conjunc-

tion with service. The 
SSLP included a stan-
dard three-credit theology 
course called “Kinship on 
the Margins.” An overview 
of the course states,“The 
SSLP course applies the 
Catholic Social Tradition 
to notions of universal hu-
man kinship, the causes 
and effects of social injus-
tice, and the discernment 
of one’s calling to work 
for the common good.”

The standard course 
could count towards nine 
different minors, includ-
ing Poverty Studies and 
Compassionate Care in 
Medicine, according to 
the SSLP Student Hand-
book 202 circulated to 
that cohort. Alternate 
versions of the standard 
course could count to-
wards three majors: neu-
roscience and behavior, 
psychology, and theology.

NDBridge will include 
a 1-credit course meeting 
once a week during the 
semester. The class is not 
cross-listed with theology 
according to Notre Dame’s 
internal course compendi-
um, PATH Class Search. 

The course description 
on PATH reads as fol-
lows: “Students will devel-
op their awareness of what 
justice looks like in soci-
ety, how systemic injustice 
is perpetuated by division, 
self centeredness, apathy, 
etc., and a growing sense 

of their role as agents of 
social change. Previously 
held ideas around identity, 
politics, and culture will be 
interrogated. The course 
will enable students to 
competently practice con-
templation and action, as 
informed by the principles 
of ethical encounter, per-
sonally and professionally.” 

With NDBridge, the to-
tal number of sites has de-
creased, notwithstanding 
the combination of domes-
tic and international sites 
into one pool. There are 
now a total of 19 service 
sites across the continental 
United States, based on a 
map published by the Cen-
ter. According to a 2017 
piece published by Under-

graduate Admissions, the 
SSLP had over 170 sites 
in over 40 states that year. 

Both of Smith’s ser-
vice sites are no longer in-
cluded with NDBridge. 
She hopes that even if 
the Missionaries’ shelter 
no longer retains a for-
mal relationship with 
the Center, Notre Dame 
students will continue 
to visit and serve there. 

“Students have been go-
ing to Memphis for over 
10 years now. There’s this 
long-standing relation-
ship between not only 
the sisters, but the ex-
tended network of volun-
teers from Memphis and 
Notre Dame students. It 
would be a shame to see 

that falter,” said Smith.
She recalled one night 

when the volunteers 
bringing dinner, over thir-
ty individuals, greeted her 
and her site partner not 
by name but as “the No-
tre Dame girls” as soon 
as they walked in, before 
she and her partner even 
had a chance to react. 

According to the Sum-
mer 2021 digital booklet, 
the SSLP existed to pro-
mote relationship. The 
booklet reads, “Approx-
imately 80% of the stu-
dent’s time should be do-
ing relationship building, 
working directly with oth-
er people and particularly 
with the recipients of the 
organization’s services.”

Crystal DiBiase ‘23, 
went with the ISSLP to 
St. Monica’s Vocational 
School in Gulu, Uganda, 
this past summer. “I’m so 
glad St. Monica’s wasn’t 
taken off the list,” she said, 
“I know one SSLP site 
where people from the or-
ganization said that they 
were upset that they were 
taken off of the list for ND-
Bridge because they have 
been working with No-
tre Dame students in the 
summers for a long time” 

The list of SSLP and 
ISSLP sites on the Center’s 
website was a resource be-
yond the program itself. “I 
was going to use the SSLP 
site lists to look for gap 
year opportunities because 
it was very organized, 
but now most of them 
are gone,” DiBiase said.

The Center for Social 
Concerns did not respond 
to requests for comment 
on NDBridge or the old 
SSLP/ISSLP programs.

Sarah Hui is a junior ma-
joring in the Program of Lib-
eral Studies and theology. A 
native Texan, she lives in 
Breen-Phillips Hall on cam-
pus. She enjoys checking out 
books from Hesburgh to read 
for fun during the free time 
she seems to have misplaced 
somewhere. She’s up to five 
right now. Send help or drop 
her a note at shui@nd.edu.

NDBridge
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A misdemeanors—a 
third conviction re-
sults in a Level 6 Felony. 

“I wanted to have an 
event where hopefully peo-
ple come in and critically 
make their own decisions 
on the facts of the issue.”  
LGBT Law Forum Pres-
ident Sebastián Ramirez 
told the Rover. Vice Pres-
ident Erin Owens add-
ed, “In a legal context, it’s 
important that we discuss 
how to protect the rights of 
people in the industry, but 
those conversations aren’t 
led by people in the indus-
try. It was really import-
ant to have both Ricks and 
Valentine because we had 
that legal perspective and 
that personal perspective.”

When asked how a 
Catholic university should 
approach the topic of sex 
work, Ramirez responded, 
“Dean Cole made it very 
clear that we [the Univer-
sity] are Catholic in the 
sense that we have a Ba-
silica, a chapel in the Law 
School … but the underly-
ing purpose of the Cathol-
icism in terms of the Law 
School itself  is that Ca-
tholicism is about serving 
others, and making sure 
that we are amplifying 
the voices of people who 
are typically not heard.”

Dean Cole has stated 
previously, “From time to 
time, speakers will be in-
vited by the Law School, 
faculty, student groups, 
or organizations affiliat-
ed with the University 
of Notre Dame, to speak 
at the Law School … As 
long as they are here at 
Notre Dame Law School, 
they are free to say what-
ever is on their mind with-
in the bounds of law.”

The event itself began 
with Valentine and Ricks 
defining sex work and set-

ting ground rules to talk 
about sex work. Valentine 
stated that sex workers “are 
not a monolith. They bring 
vast and incredibly nu-
anced perspectives to the 
table.” Valentine presented 
a graphic on the “whorear-
chy” as an example, which 
displayed the different 
tiers and privileges associ-
ated with the sex industry. 

Valentine also requested 
that the audience exclude 
biased terminology against 
sex workers. One should 
avoid the terms “prosti-
tute” (except in cases of leg-
islation), “ street walker,”  
“whore,” “prostitution,” 
“selling one’s self or one’s 
body,” “trick,” and “john.” 
Instead, one should use 
the terms “full-service sex 
work(er),” “outdoor or 
‘street based’ sex work-
er,” “erotic labor,” “cli-
ent patron,” and “buyer.” 

Ricks rejected the con-
cept of “empowering” sex 
workers. She noted that 
when people seek “em-
powerment” for sex work-
ers, they mean “sex work 
is only okay if the work-
er is empowered.” She 
claimed that seeking em-
powerment for sex work-
ers is rooted in misogy-
ny, purity, and classism.

Ricks also argued, 
“Criminal convictions cre-
ate barriers for a sex work-
er’s employment, housing, 
access to credit and bank-
ing, and custody of chil-
dren.” For example, many 
banks are weary of pro-
viding services to clients 
engaging in sex work. Sex 
workers often lose access 
to their bank accounts or 
are blacklisted from re-
ceiving financial services.

According to Valentine, 
Indiana’s anti-sex work 
laws “impact communi-
ty safety measures that 
workers may put in place 
to help each other.” Val-
entine stated, “Many sex 
workers fear reporting vi-

olence or crime against 
them because of the con-
sequences of potential 
prosecution under pros-
titution laws.” Ricks ex-
plained, “Clients can also 
weaponize stigma because 
they know the worker can’t 
go to law enforcement.” 

Valentine stated that 
“police are primary perpe-
trators of violence against 
sex workers.” Valentine 
shared reports of po-
lice asking for sex in ex-
change for not arresting a 
worker and lamented that 
Black and Latino work-
ers were detained dispro-

portionately compared to 
their white counterparts. 

On the topic of sex traf-
ficking, Valentine and 
Ricks distinguished the 
difference between sex 
work and trafficking. They 
defined voluntary sex 
work as consensual sex-
ual activity, whether out 
of dire financial need or 
personal preference. Sex 
trafficked workers, on the 
other hand, do not con-
sent to sex work and are 
coerced into the industry. 

Valentine and Ricks 
claimed that society holds 
an unfair interest in crim-
inalizing voluntary sex 
work. Ricks explained, 
“Trafficking is not just 

limited to sexual conduct. 
80% of forced labor is 
textile labor, domestic la-
bor, and farm labor, but 
we don’t hear about that 
nearly as much, partial-
ly because there is a lot 
of money found in en-
gaging in the [sex traf-
ficking] rescue industry.” 
Valentine stated on the 
topic of rescue groups, 
“Never rescue someone 
without their permis-
sion. It’s not a good look.” 

Valentine closed the 
event by recommending 
ways to be an ally to sex 
workers: “We just want to 

encourage you to be bet-
ter co-conspirators … Lis-
ten above all things.” They 
also added that when ap-
proaching a sex worker 
with questions, one should 
keep in mind that “sex 
worker’s time is not free, so 
be prepared to pay their la-
bor fee” and “when you see 
a sex worker in public, let 
them approach you first.”

During the Q&A, the 
Rover asked about a 2012 
World Development study 
of 116 countries that 
found increased sex traf-
ficking inflows in coun-
tries with legalized pros-
titution and decreased 
trafficking inflows with 
the presence of criminal-

ization. Ricks was famil-
iar with the study and 
responded that an Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) report “found 
that trafficking isn’t be-
ing increased. Sometimes 
reporting goes down, so 
more people cannot get 
out of trafficking. But the 
stats on that [2012 World 
Development study] are 
manipulated a bit. So I 
would look at that report.”

But the mentioned 
ACLU report’s findings 
state, “One key study sug-
gests that legalizing sex 
work (specifically, prosti-
tution) is associated with 
increased trafficking rates; 
however, the authors of 
this study caution against 
using these findings to 
oppose decriminaliza-
tion or legalization given 
their model does not ac-
count for other potential 
positive impacts, such as 
improved worker safety.” 
ACLU's counter-study 
did not reflect Ricks’ argu-
ment about its misleading 
statistical manipulation.

The speakers neglect-
ed to mention any mor-
al concerns with sex work 
and the dignity of sex 
workers. The Rover asked 
Ramirez if he thought de-
criminalizing sex work was 
compatible with Catholic 
principles; he responded, 
“I think it can be. In 2018, 
Pope Francis [stated] that 
there should never be any 
forced sex work. I think 
some people gloss over the 
fact that he talked about 
the evils of forced prosti-
tution rather than prosti-
tution as a whole … We 
all can agree that forced 
prostitution is something 
we need to eradicate. If we 
do agree about that prin-
ciple from a catholic per-
spective, and if we’re seri-
ous about [having people 
who are affected by laws in 
the room], then a big part 
of [tackling sex trafficking] 

is seeing sex workers as an 
ally.” He added, “If we’re 
Catholic and serious about 
protecting the vulnerable, 
sometimes our precon-
ceived ideas about what 
is moral and what is right 
may not result in the policy 
goal that we’re looking at.” 

Ramirez stated further, 
“I personally don’t have 
any moral qualms with 
the idea that people are 
voluntarily engaging with 
sex work … I think there 
is some moral clarity, or 
maybe even moral neu-
tral[ity] in allowing any 
individual to do what they 
want with their body as 
long as they are not causing 
harm to others or society.” 

In the case of those fi-
nancially pressured into 
sex work, Ramirez refined 
his point by adding, “If 
people do think that sex 
work is morally reprehen-
sible, then people need 
to figure out how they 
can stop it from happen-
ing as much as they can, 
such as expanding social 
safety nets like access to 
food stamps, easier access 
to dignified housing, and 
ensuring dignified wag-
es.” Owens agreed, add-
ing that “there are ways 
to discuss our moral be-
liefs without automatically 
criminalizing something.”

Elsewhere at the law 
school, the St. Thom-
as More Society hosted 
an event on “The Digni-
ty of Work in the Catho-
lic Tradition,” which was 
held concurrently with the 
LGBT Law Forum’s “De-
criminalizing Sex Work.”

Mia Tiwana is a senior 
studying political science and 
theology. She loves to bother 
her neighbors early in the 
morning by singing dramat-
ically in different languages. 
You can find Mia by follow-
ing the scent of fresh cappuc-
cinos. Alternatively, reach 
her at mtiwana@nd.edu.

Decriminalizing 
Sex Work
continued from front
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the decline of all others, 
and, in the end, to the to-
tal eclipse of the good.

The archbishop told the 
Rover in an interview, “I 
think Catholic universities 
have been a bit cautious 
about talking about [vir-
tue] because that starts to 
sound like we’re engaging 
in propaganda or brain-
washing, or we’re trying 
to turn the non-Catho-
lics into Catholics.” When 
asked how young Cath-
olics should attempt to 

communicate with their 
peers who have not been 
formed in the Catholic 
tradition, the archbishop 
offered encouragement:

“We want them to be 
themselves. We want them 
to be their best selves, and 
their best selves mean that 
they are courageous and 
loving and just and all the 
rest of the virtues. So I 
don't think we should be 
pulling back from that.” 
He added, “When we 
say, what we’re offering 
you is eternity and beau-
ty beyond your imagin-
ing, and a truth that will 

actually make so much 
more of you and expand 
your mind and your heart 
when we’re offering some 
big and beautiful things, 
that will be satisfying in 
a way that these other 
things are not satisfying.”

In his lecture, Fisher ar-
gued that Newman’s ob-
servation of secularization 
and his resistance to “the 
spirit of liberalism in re-
ligion” was prescient and 
provides means for us to 
counter the decay of our 
institutions today. In re-
sponse to the modern 
push to de-Christianize in-

stitutions and to establish 
doctrines of diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion, intel-
ligent Catholics must re-
cover the conviction that 
the mind is below truth; 
education is about person-
al formation in the search 
for the truth, not self-con-
fident pronouncement of 
secular liberal dogmas. 

On the topic of personal 
formation for young peo-
ple, the archbishop told 
the Rover that, although he 
found it “comical” when 
asked several times wheth-
er he was visiting the uni-
versity for a football game, 

sport is a rich opportuni-
ty to teach virtue: “It ab-
solutely teaches you about 
courage. It teaches you 
about working for the 
team and not just work-
ing for yourself.” He con-
tinued, “It could be that 
some of the things that 
university does, whether 
self-consciously or uncon-
sciously, are in fact projects 
in virtue development. 
And maybe we just need 
to be a bit more inten-
tional about some of that.”

Archbishop Fisher ended 
the lecture with reflections 
on the Catholic mission-

ary impulse and on hope. 
Speaking about present 
troubles in the Church, he 
said, “pruning is not the 
end of the ecclesial vine: 
it’s often the prelude to 
an extraordinary harvest.”

Joshua Gilchrist is a se-
nior from Keenan Hall who 
now lives off campus. You 
can find him on the fourth 
floor of Geddes Hall trying 
to narrow his senior the-
sis topic. Send him cocktail 
recipes or theological conun-
drums at jgilchri@nd.edu.

Archbishop Fisher
continued from front



This fall, Fr. Kev-
in Grove, C.S.C., 
is teaching a 

240-person section of the 
university-required Foun-
dations of Theology. Un-
like the common expe-
rience in large, required 
courses, freshmen excit-
edly claim to have deep-
ened relationships with 
fellow students and in-
spired a passion for a 
thorough comprehension 
of foundational theolo-
gy through this course.

Last spring, Fr. Grove 
was given an opportuni-
ty by the Department of 
Theology to teach a larg-
er section of introductory 
theology to 159 students. 
Fr. Grove, who joined the 
department in 2016, ap-
preciated the difficulties 
inherent in large courses: 
“I worried that in a large 
lecture hall, people could 
feel lost or anonymous,” 
Fr. Grove said. “In order 
to make a very large room 
feel small,  I divided the 

room up to be a map of 
campus so the freshmen 
were able to sit with people 
from their dormitories.”

The campus was pro-
jected onto Room 101 of 
DeBartolo Hall and then 
Grove assigned students’ 
seats based on their dorm’s 
location. Fr. Grove slightly 
altered the map in order to 
allow the residents of Car-
roll Hall to sit inside the 
classroom. This arrange-
ment created an interac-
tive atmosphere in which 
all students could become 
involved, as Drew Balster, 
a sophomore from Pang-
born Hall who took the 
pilot course last spring, 
told the Rover: “In lec-
tures of that size, you can 
often feel insignificant or 
like the instructor doesn’t 
want to get to know you 
on a personal level. Some-
how, Fr. Kevin seemed to 
get to know almost each 
and every one of us.”

Fr. Grove’s initial “su-
per-section” of Founda-
tions of Theology also 
had an unconventional 
impact outside the class-
room. Through a program 
called “Conversations of 
Purpose,” students gath-
ered once a week for peer-

led conversations with a 
mentor in their respective 
dormitories. The men-
tor, an undergraduate stu-
dent who took Founda-
tions with Fr. Kevin in a 
previous semester, led a 
30-minute conversation 
that applied topics cov-
ered in the class during 
the previous week to their 
freshman experience. 

Balster, a current men-
tor for freshmen in Pang-
born Hall, said, “It’s like 
a theology lab. We put in 
so much work with the 
readings in class and take 
diligent notes; finally be-
ing able to actually under-
stand these topics and ap-
ply them to our own lives 
through ‘Conversations of 
Purpose’ is eye-opening.”

Attendance of all weekly 
Conversation of Purpose 
meetings is incentivized 
through a one-letter grade 
bump, but the freshmen 
students often come seek-
ing answers to pressing 
questions. Recalling his 
experiences in last spring’s 
course, Balster said,“It was 
a relief knowing that some 
people are going through 
the same thing that you 
are—from the transition 

to college, to figuring out 
how to apply these prin-
ciples to a non-theology 
field. I was really grate-
ful talking with kids my 
age and figuring out how 
to use this information.” 

“Conversations of Pur-
pose” not only carries 
theological discussion 
from the classroom into 
dorm communities; it also 

helps Fr. Grove plan his 
future lectures. After each 
meeting, group mentors 
compose reflections that 
help Fr. Grove determine 
which topics ought to be 
reviewed in class. This fall, 
there are too many stu-
dents to keep track of, and 
Fr. Grove required assis-
tance. Farley Hall’s rector 
Tricia McCarthy is taking 
over this role for Fr. Grove. 
She told the Rover: “I make 
sure that the questions 
that Father Kevin is ask-
ing line up with what the 
students’ needs are. I also 
check in with the mentors 
to see how conversations 
are going and provide 
any follow-up support 
that they might need.” 

“The questions that the 
introductory course in 
theology asks about what 
it means to be God, what 
it means to be human, 
and how it is that God’s 
self-communication might 
reshape a world to love 
of God and neighbor, are 
some of the most import-
ant questions that people 
will have to grapple with 
in this life,” Fr. Grove told 
the Rover. “Our theolo-
gy requirement puts those 
questions before students 
and gives them the intel-
lectual skills and theolog-

ical reasoning to address 
their own predicaments.”

Serving as Dunne Hall’s 
Priest in Residence as well 
as chaplain to the Notre 
Dame cheer team, the as-
sistant faculty, and the 
Master of Divinity pro-
gram, Fr. Grove is a busy 
man. Nevertheless, he is 
driven by “Notre Dame’s 
mission to place a spe-
cial emphasis on those re-
quirements because they 
are an important part of 
what makes up a Cath-
olic liberal arts core.” 

Fr. Grove will teach 
another super-section 
of Foundations of The-
ology in Spring 2023.

Bryce McDonnell is pur-
suing a mechanical engi-
neering major and, thanks 
to Fr. Kevin’s class, a the-
ology minor. Out of 350 
theology minors, Bryce is 
the only one to have beat-
en his 3rd-grade teacher 
in a times table test. If you 
would like to reach him or 
want to try beating him in a 
times-table test, please reach 
him at bmcdonne@nd.edu

The de Nicola 
Center for Eth-
ics and Cul-

ture (dCEC) hosted a 
fall-break opportuni-
ty for select members of 
its student Sorin Fellows 
Program: a week-long pil-
grimage to Italy. Pilgrims 
visited holy sites in Or-
vieto, Assisi, and Rome.

“The Center can think 
of no more authentic way 
to search for truth, beauty, 
and goodness than to walk 
in the footsteps of the ear-
liest disciples and saints,” 
dCEC Associate Direc-
tor for Operations Laura 
Gonsiorek told the Rover. 

The pilgrimage began in 
Orvieto with a Mass in the 
crypt of the Duomo di Or-
vieto. The cathedral houses 
the blood-stained corpo-
ral of a thirteenth-century 
Eucharistic miracle, upon 
which a consecrated host 
seeped blood. This Eucha-
ristic miracle prompted 
Pope Urban IV to institute 
the Feast of Corpus Christi 
into the liturgical calendar. 

Then the pilgrims 
made their way to As-
sisi, the birthplace of 
both St. Francis and St. 
Clare. They venerated 
the San Damiano Cruci-
fix that famously spoke 
to St. Francis and even 

walked through the “de-
cision door” that St. Fran-
cis walked through when 
he renounced his worldly 
life and embraced poverty.

Additionally, they vis-
ited the glass casket of Bl. 
Carlo Acutis, a boy who 
died in 2006 at age 15. 
Several pilgrims told the 
Rover venerating his in-
corrupt body was a high-
light of their trip. Janey 
Olohan wrote, “I’d nev-
er seen anything like that, 
and it was one of the 
most incredible experi-
ences of my life … he was 
so young, led such a holy 
life, and looked so alive.”

Next, they proceeded 
to Rome, where they held 
fistfuls of religious items to 
be blessed by Pope Francis 
at his Wednesday audi-
ence. They also met with 
a representative from the 
Dicastery for the Doctrine 
of Faith, visited the Wis-
dom of Faith Communi-
ty, and climbed the Sca-
la Santa—the stairs Jesus 
climbed during His Pas-
sion. dCEC staff member 
Margaret Cabaniss told the 
Rover, “In a concrete way, 
climbing the Scala Santa 
on your knees, or going 
to adoration on little sleep 
after a long day of walk-
ing, is hard! Those small 
mortifications are part of 
our training for growth 
in the spiritual life.”

Cabaniss explained, 
“Pilgrimages can be equal-
ly uplifting and challeng-

ing in unexpected ways, 
with crosses and graces ap-
pearing where one might 
not expect. The more stu-
dents can enter into those 

experiences prayerfully, 
with humility and open-
ness to the Spirit, the 
more they can serve as 
opportunities for growth 
in faith and devotion.”

Students not only grew 
spiritually, but intellec-
tually. Several tours were 
arranged, including of 
Rome’s four major ba-
silicas, the catacombs of 
St. Callixtus, and ancient 
Rome. Students took a 
particular interest in the 
after-hours, private tour 
of the Vatican Museums 
led by art historian Eliza-
beth Lev. Hannah Smith 
told the Rover, “Liz Lev’s 
tour of the Vatican Mu-
seums and Sistine Chap-

el seamlessly wove theol-
ogy, history, and humor 
together to explain the 
history of the Church in 
Rome through beauty.”

Pilgrims also had ample 
free time to explore the city 
by themselves or in small 
groups. Since Rome has 
over 900 churches, many 
pilgrims found them-
selves stopping in several 
churches a day. Ana Reyes 
noted the pervasiveness of 
tombs within the church-
es and found beauty in 
them: “I could not help 
but reflect on the number 
of tombs we walked past 
while in churches. More 
than an acceptance of our 
mortality, I felt as though 
there was almost a cele-
bration of death because 
it is a necessary step to-
wards eternity with God.”

Fr. Brian Ching C.S.C. 

accompanied the students 
on the pilgrimage as chap-
lain. He told the Rover, 
“[We] place ourselves very 
deliberately in the pres-
ence of holy people and 
holy things that call us 
out of the day-to-day mo-
notony of our own spir-
itual life and into deep-
er reflection on our role 
within the Church uni-
versal, our understanding 
of the Church universal, 
[and] our understanding 
of our current place in the 
history of the Church.”

When asked about the 
highlights of the trip, Fr. 
Ching noted, “just be-
ing around the Sorin Fel-
lows is always a highlight.”

dCEC Student For-
mation Program Manag-
er David Younger said, 
“One of my favorite parts 
of working with Sorin Fel-
lows is that they want to 
be formed by their faith 
and belief in the mission 
of the University…[the] 
driven nature of the Sorin 
Fellows provides even 
more motivation for me 
to not only work hard on 
their behalf to provide nu-
merous opportunities for 
the fellows, but to also be 
challenged by their striv-
ing for holiness as well.”

When asked why pil-
grimages are part of stu-
dent formation, Younger 
responded, “These pil-
grimages provide fellows 
the opportunity to en-
counter the rich spiritu-
al heritage of the Cath-
olic Church around the 

world while also still pro-
viding for the intellec-
tual heritage made pos-
sible through education 
and discussion and tours.”

dCEC Associate Direc-
tor for Operations Lau-
ra Gonsiorek explained 
that all of the center’s 
programming is made 
possible through gener-
ous benefactors: “These 
extraordinary individu-
als and families not only 
champion the mission 
and work of the Center 
more broadly but also rec-
ognize that Notre Dame’s 
students are the jewel in 
the crown of the univer-
sity and the lifeblood of 
the de Nicola Center. We 
were delighted to carry 
them and their intentions 
with us on pilgrimage.”

In an interview with the 
Rover, sophomore Kath-
ryn Bowers expressed 
gratitude: “I have been 
blessed by seeing beau-
ty, visiting holy sites, and 
having time to pray and 
reflect on my faith life and 
relationship with God.” 

The de Nicola Center 
continues to host Catholic 
programming for students 
throughout the semester, 
including their annual con-
ference November 10–12. 

Madeline Murphy is a 
sophomore studying music 
and theology. She is cur-
rently battling the post-pil-
grimage mystery illness 
and requests Ibuprofen 
and prayers. Please send 
questions or comments 
to mmurph64@nd.edu.
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26 Sorin Fellows pil-
grimage to Italy with 
dCEC staff

Fr. Kevin Grove, 
C.S.C. inspires 
freshmen

Fall Break in Rome 

New Approach to Introductory Theology
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“Conversation of Purpose” mentors for THEO 10001-04 this semester: 
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The Restoring A 
Nation Confer-
ence took place 

at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville on October 
7–8th. The conference, 
put on by the university’s 
Veritas Center for Eth-
ics in Public Life in con-
junction with the Bonum 
Commune Foundation, 
sought to explore the idea 
of “the common good in 
the American tradition.” 

Criticizing “America’s 
liberal consensus”—which 
participants understood 
to include both the con-
ventionally-defined left 
and right wings of Amer-
ican politics—the aim of 
the conference was to “re-
cover forgotten wisdom” 
of the American tradition 
from the “triple founda-
tions of the West”: “Greek 
Philosophy, Christian Re-
ligion, and Roman Law.” 

Lectures from such 
influential intellectu-

als as the Catholic Uni-
versity of America’s Pro-
fessor Chad Pecknold, 
Franciscan Universi-
ty’s own Professor Scott 
Hahn, and Harvard Law 
School’s Professor Adri-
an Vermeule ensured that 
all  three of these “triple 
foundations of the West” 
were adequately covered.

The conference did not 
limit itself to an abstract 
notion of recovery of 
ideas, though; a great deal 
of the talks at the confer-
ence centered on policy 
proposals adapted to the 
current moment. A cen-
tral theme of the confer-
ence was that “another 
world is possible,” which 
was fittingly the title of 
the opening conversation, 
led by Notre Dame’s Pro-
fessor Patrick Deneen, the 
University of Dallas’s Pro-
fessor Gladden Pappin, 
and the conference’s orga-
nizer, Sohrab Ahmari—a 
journalist and Visiting Fel-
low at the Veritas Center. 

A discussion between 
Pappin, Professor Darel 
Paul of Williams College, 
and Veritas Center Direc-
tor and Franciscan Univer-

sity Professor Anne Hen-
dershott focused on family 
policy. In particular, Pap-
pin pointed to the mod-
el created by the govern-
ment of Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán 
as a possible way forward 
for promoting the good of 
families through political 
action in the United States. 

Another key policy area 
that was explored through-
out the conference was 
how the government can 
use state power to ensure 
balanced bargaining pow-
er in disputes that arise 
between labor and capital 
within a market econo-
my. In his keynote address, 
Ahmari outlined a clearly 
unfair and coercive situa-
tion between an employee 
and employer in Commu-
nist China. He recount-
ed in detail how the em-
ployee was forced to work 
long hours without breaks 
in poor working condi-
tions for a meager com-
pensation—all of the ste-
reotypical ills suffered by 
the repressed worker in 
an authoritarian nation—
before dropping the rhe-
torical bomb that he was 

actually speaking about a 
real-life story that occurred 
in the United States. 

This tricky element in 
Ahmari’s speech—which 
was referencing the sto-
ry of New York Amazon 
worker union leader Chris 
Smalls—sought to estab-
lish his point that private 
actors can coerce others in 
much the same way that 
a government can coerce 
its citizens. The natural 
conclusion of such a real-
ization, Ahmari argued, is 
that the government can-
not lessen the level of coer-
cion taking place in a mar-
ket economy by taking a 
“neutral” or inactive posi-
tion in economic disputes.

Though much of the 
conference fit right in with 
conventional right-wing 
American politics—with 
orthodox Christian ethics 
acting as the standard on 
questions of sexuality, the 
family, and the ends of hu-
man life—this pro-union 
thread from Ahmari and 
the willingness to involve 
government in matters 
such as the promotion of 
family formation marked 
a self-conscious split 
from conventional mod-
ern conservative doctrine. 

Professor Deneen de-
scribed the strand of 
thought promoted by the 
conference as “not right or 
left” but about “the poli-
tics of the in and the out.” 
Deneen said that the lib-
eral consensus—rather 
than being a political ori-
entation itself—represent-
ed “the politics of a class,” 
which “scrambles the cat-
egories” typically talked 
about in American pol-
itics. The overall goal of 
the conference was there-
fore to reintroduce a “pol-
itics oriented to the out.”

Participants in the con-
ference surely did not see 
this “politics of the out” as 
an innovation or an intel-
lectual exercise, though. 
Throughout the week-
end, speakers reiterated 
the idea that this post-lib-
eral approach to politics 
was rooted in history—in-
cluding the American tra-
dition, particularly in the 
New Deal—and was in re-
sponse to the real suffering 
of millions of Americans 
due to the harmful poli-
cies of the past decades.

The actual communi-
ties affected by the policies 
that the conference was 
criticizing and to which 

they were proposing alter-
natives took center stage at 
the bookends of the con-
ference. In the opening 
panel, Professor Deneen 
displayed a slideshow that 
juxtaposed photos of the 
city the conference was set 
in—Steubenville, Ohio—
from the 1950’s and today. 
His overarching message 
was clear: while the Unit-
ed States has continued to 
advance in terms of gross 
economic production and 
the prevailing definition 
of social progress, many 
American communities 
have been harrowed and 
defeated in the same time-
frame. Deneen’s conclu-
sion was that it looked as 
though Steubenville had 
been defeated in a war, 
a war fought by Ameri-
can political elites against 
their own countrymen by 
means of continual eco-
nomic outsourcing and 
cultural depletion. Anoth-
er slide showed the city of 
South Bend, with a thriv-
ing downtown from the 
middle of the 20th centu-
ry on one side and a di-
lapidated building from 
the present day on the 

Doctor  Gianna 
Emanuela Mol-
la and her sib-

lings are the only living 
children of a canonized 
saint. Dr. Molla visited 
campus on Friday, Octo-
ber 30 for an event hosted 
by Notre Dame Right to 
Life to speak about the he-
roic witness of her mother, 
St. Gianna Beretta Molla.

St. Gianna Molla, an 
Italian pediatrician, died 
shortly after giving birth 
to Gianna Emanuela in 
1962. She was canon-
ized by Pope Saint John 
Paul II in May 2004. In 
his canonization homi-
ly, the Holy Father pre-
sented her as a model of 
virtue: “The extreme sac-
rifice she sealed with her 
life testifies that only those 
who have the courage to 
give of themselves totally 
to God and to others are 
able to fulfill themselves.” 

The event began with 
a lecture by Fr. Joseph 
Christensen, the founder 
of the Franciscans of Mary 
Immaculate and chap-
lain of the St. Gianna and 
Pietro Molla Maternity 
Home in Warsaw, North 
Dakota. He spoke about 
the legacy of Pietro Mol-
la, the husband of St. Gi-

anna. Following St. Gi-
anna’s death, Pietro raised 
the family as a single father 
while working long hours 
managing a matchstick 
company. Fr. Christensen 
extolled Pietro as an ex-
emplary husband and a 
model of leadership, sacri-
fice, and humility for men: 
“He pushed through, he 
prayed, he trusted in God’s 
Providence. We need that 
in men. We need that in 
marriage and family life.”

Dr. Gianna Emanuela 
Molla then spoke about 
the life and message of her 
parents, St. Gianna and 
Pietro. She began by read-
ing a letter Pietro wrote 
to his wife while away 
on a business trip. The 
couple frequently corre-
sponded when separated, 
ensuring a deep bond be-
tween them: “Even though 
mom and dad were thou-
sands of kilometers apart, 
they were in fact deep-
ly close to each other, 
thanks to the immense 
love which united them.” 

Dr. Emanuela Molla 
then described St. Gianna’s 
childhood, which was 
marked from a young age 
by a great devotion to the 
Eucharist and the Blessed 
Virgin. Dr. Molla said she 
was most moved by her 
parents’ “deep faith, un-
wavering confidence in di-
vine providence, and their 
deep humility.” She con-
tinued, “They truly lived 
the sacrament of mar-
riage as a vocation and as 

a path towards holiness.”
During her pregnancy 

with Gianna Emanuela, 
St. Gianna was diagnosed 
with a large fibroma. The 
doctors offered her mother 
the choice of a hysterecto-
my, the removal of the fi-
broma with an abortion, 
or the removal of the fibro-
ma and continuation of 
the pregnancy. St. Gianna 

chose the last option de-
spite being aware of the se-
vere risks involved. Gianna 
Emanuela was delivered by 
cesarean section on Holy 
Saturday, following which 
St. Gianna fell gravely ill 
and died within a week.

Following his wife’s 
death, Pietro persevered 
in raising his family and 
practicing the Catholic 
faith: “I remembered that 
Dad prayed a great deal 
and continued thanking 

the Lord for everything,” 
related Dr. Molla. At the 
age of 92, Pietro saw his 
wife canonized a saint 
in St. Peter’s Square by 
Pope Saint John Paul II.

Dr. Molla recognized 
that holiness is not always 
easy and often entails great 
suffering: “My holy par-
ents’ lives teach me that the 
way of the cross is certainly 
the right way I have to fol-
low to be able one day to 

attain paradise.” Suffering 
is uncomfortable and diffi-
cult, but “it is the only way 
which allows us to give a 
full and complete mean-
ing to our life.” More-
over, the path of the cross 
can be one of joy when we 
embrace it with gratitude 
and “when we see every-
thing that occurs in our 
life in the light of faith.”

Dr. Molla concluded 
with a discussion of her 
mission and the impor-

tance of vocation. Before 
his death, her father told 
her of the importance 
of someone in the fami-
ly spreading the message 
of St. Gianna: “If I don’t 
do what I try to do, no 
one can do this on be-
half of me. And I think 
that there is a specific 
plan of God for each of us 
even before we are born.”

Dr. Molla hopes to 
“spread all around the 

world the example and 
testimony and spirituality 
of my saint-mom and my 
holy dad, for the hope and 
encouragement of many 
souls and to give glory to 
Our Lord.” Dr. Emanu-
ela Molla assured the au-
dience of her prayers and 
asked for them in return.

Madeline Murphy, an 
officer in Right to Life, 
helped organize Dr. Mol-
la’s visit. “I was thrilled 
with how the event turned 

out,” she said. “The crowd 
was awesome and Dr. Gi-
anna was a wonderful and 
inspiring speaker.” Mur-
phy also appreciated the 
emphasis on Pietro’s role 
in leading his wife to heav-
en: “I especially loved the 
letters Pietro wrote to his 
wife Gianna. They showed 
authentic love and dedi-
cation that is necessary in 
a spousal relationship. Pi-
etro Molla is an excellent 
example of the type of fa-
therhood that St. Joseph 
calls all men to emulate.”

Matt Hansen, a soph-
omore studying business 
analytics, was also inspired 
by the discussion of mar-
riage, family, and father-
hood. He told the Rover 
that Dr. Gianna’s message 
“signifies and highlights 
the importance of having 
a strong father, which is 
something that we are los-
ing today.” Hansen con-
cluded, “To hear and learn 
about a saint, especially to 
learn about them person-
ally, makes me want even 
more to become a saint.”

Adam Morys is a junior 
from Downingtown, PA 
majoring in history and 
philosophy with a minor in 
constitutional studies. When 
he is not reading, you can 
find him listening to music 
and taking walks around 
campus. Please email 
him at amorys@nd.edu.
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A well respect-
ed 12-year vet-
eran of the FBI 

and former SWAT Team 
member and Notre Dame 
alumnus was suspend-
ed from his position as 
a Special Agent after fil-
ing a whistleblower com-
plaint with the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ).  

Steve Friend was moved 
to Daytona Beach to work 
child exploitation cases 
which were, at the time 
of his move, described 
as “high priority.” How-
ever, he was relocated to 
the terrorism division a 
few months after arriving 
in Florida and told that 
“domestic terrorism was a 
higher priority” than his 
previous exploitation cas-
es. In an interview with 
Sharyl Attkisson, Friend 
explained the reasoning 
behind the FBI’s decision 
to move resources away 
from child exploitation: 
“If you are able to open 
up a full investigation for 
national security reasons, 
it’s no secret that you’re 

going to have more mon-
ey thrown at it than you 
can possibly imagine and 
without a tremendous 
amount of oversight.” 

After working on the 
Joint Terrorism Taskforce, 
Friend soon found that the 
FBI was being “overzeal-
ous” in their investigation 
of January 6th protesters 
and that the field office 
was not only in violation 
of FBI policy but was also 
possibly violating the Sixth 
and Eighth Amendment 
rights of those accused of 
breaking into the Cap-
itol on January 6th. He 
brought these concerns to 
supervisors in late August 
after refusing to partici-
pate in a raid on accused 
protesters. He told super-
visors, “I have an oath to 
uphold the Constitution. I 
have a moral objection and 
want to be considered a 
conscientious objector.” 

On September 19th, 
Friend was escorted out 
of the FBI field office in 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
for his objection, stripped 
of his gun and badge, and 
suspended without pay. 

The raid was carried out 
against five men who were 
accused of rioting at the 
Capitol on January 6th. 
Friend, who did not vote 
for Trump in 2020, re-
alized that he could not 
avoid participation in the 

raid in his current posi-
tion, and he brought his 
first complaint over the “ir-
regular” handling of Janu-
ary 6th cases to his imme-
diate boss on August 19th, 
saying, “It was inappropri-
ate to use an FBI SWAT 
team to arrest a subject for 
misdemeanor offenses … 
the subject would likely 
face extended detainment 
and biased jury pools 
in Washington, DC.” 

He explained, “We got 
into a conversation about 
what my concerns were … 
[The supervisor] expressed 
to me that I was a domestic 
terrorism investigator, and 
it would be inappropriate 
for me to not want to be 
involved in a domestic ter-
rorism operation. He said 
that he wanted to give me 
the weekend to reconsider 
that … and he said that I 
need to do an assessment 
of what my future was go-
ing to be with the FBI.” 

Friend explained why 
he felt that he could not 
participate in that August 
24th raid, “Beyond the 
fact that the FBI was op-
erating outside of its rules, 
I felt that there was defi-
nitely a harder hand in the 
way that the arrests were 
going to be carried out, 
regardless of the individ-
ual’s involvement in Janu-
ary 6th. They had been in-
terviewed; there had been 

open lines of communi-
cation between the FBI 
and those individuals.” 

Friend was asked not to 
return to work on the day 
of the raid and was labeled 
absent without leave. Re-
turning the next day from 
being AWO, Friend spoke 
with the Special Agent in 
Charge of the Jacksonville 
field office. He recount-

ed their conversation, 
saying, “She used some 
choice language about me 
needing to do some soul 
searching about my fu-
ture with the FBI. She said 
that it appeared to her that 
I lost faith in the agen-
cy and its leadership and 
that I represented a very 
fringe belief about the 
events of January 6th not 
needing the heavy-hand-
edness that the FBI was 
treating them [with].” 

On September 19th, 
Steve Friend arrived at 

work and was met with a 
group of supervisors and 
security personnel. His 
security clearance having 
been revoked, he was es-
corted off the premises. 
They handed Friend a list 
of grievances, which in-
cluded his unwillingness to 
participate in the January 
6th investigation and an 
accusation of “improper-
ly accessing material from 
the FBI’s ‘red side,’ which 
is the classified side,” 
though all information 
Friend accessed was un-
classified and taken from 
the employee handbook. 

Friend’s wife, who is a 
Ukrainian immigrant, had 
her Facebook account sus-
pended after identifying 
herself in a private mes-
sage. The group “Moms 
for Liberty” reached out to 
Anna Friend to show their 
support after the whis-
tleblower news broke. She 
responded to that mes-
sage, identifying herself 
as “Steve Friend’s wife.” 
Thirty minutes later she 
received a message that 
her account had been sus-
pended, and Facebook did 
not respond to her appeal. 

Friend, who graduat-
ed in 2006 from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame 
with a degree in Account-
ing, was well respected in 
both his dorm and in the 
larger campus communi-
ty. Fr. R.M. Vierling, for-

mer rector of Morrissey 
Hall where Friend lived, 
tweeted on September 22, 
“This young man was on 
my hall staff at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. 
You will not meet a finer, 
more ethical gentleman 
than Steve Friend. I have 
no doubt as to the verac-
ity of what he has brought 
to light.” Continuing, 
“If you knew the man in 
question, you would find 
him to be very sober, not 
given to exaggeration, cer-
tainly not one to make 
false statements, nor de-
siring to be ‘page one.’ His 
character is impeccable.” 

Elizabeth Hale is a soph-
omore studying politi-
cal science originally from 
Northville, MI. She would 
enjoy exposing high lev-
els of corruption, should 
the opportunity present it-
self. In the meanwhile she 
is content going for walks 
around campus and tak-
ing pictures of changing 
leaves. She can be reached 
at ehale@hcc-nd.edu.
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[This article originally 
appeared in National Re-
view Online on October 
19]

Few Catholic col-
leges in the Unit-
ed States remain 

formally committed to 
upholding the sanctity of 
human life. The Universi-
ty of Notre Dame, where I 
serve as president of Right 
to Life, is one such institu-
tion. However, following a 
timid statement on the re-
versal of Roe vs. Wade and 
no subsequent university 
action or acknowledgment 
of the Indiana abortion 
ban, the University’s com-
mitment to supporting a 
culture of life on campus 
has been disappointing. 

Meanwhile, unoffi-
cial resources promoting 
access to abortion have 
emerged in stalls and class-

rooms around campus. 
Campus publications cite 
non-university-recognized 
organizations to refer stu-
dents to abortion provid-
ers. Faculty members not 
only openly dissent from 
the university, but some 
have been using their posi-
tions of authority at Notre 
Dame to publicly promise 
material assistance to stu-
dents seeking abortion, 
as Alexandra DeSanctis 
reported last week. Ac-
tivity of this sort contra-
dicts both university pol-
icy and Church teaching. 

Notre Dame can and 
should serve as a model for 
supporting life on cam-
pus to other colleges and 
universities. To be this ex-
ample and cultivate a cul-
ture of life within its stu-
dent body requires more 
than empty statements 
and fruitless “calls for di-
alogue.” Indeed, an insti-
tution that claims to lead 
the Catholic intellectu-
al sphere in its commit-
ment to life must do more. 

As a student on the 
frontlines, fighting for 

what college campus-
es need in the aftermath 
of a culture decimated by 
Roe, here are some con-
crete steps that Notre 
Dame — and every oth-
er college that claims to 
oppose abortion — can 
take to ensure a strong 
culture of life on campus:

In a new era of the pro-
life movement, in which 
the “question of abortion 
is returned to voters”, the 
University must formal-
ly reaffirm its commit-
ment to life and strong-
ly oppose the life-taking 
procedure of abortion. 

Notre Dame news sites 
and campus centers must 
cease publishing and shar-
ing pro-abortion pieces 
and hosting pro-abortion 
events without sufficient 
elucidation of Church 
teaching regarding the 
grave sin of abortion. No-
tre Dame must enforce the 
existing guidelines in the 
President’s Common Pro-
posal to ensure “an appro-
priate balance among view-
points is maintained, and, 
when a significant issue in 

the Catholic tradition is 
touched upon, that tradi-
tion should be presented.”

With the rapid onset of 
chemical abortion com-
panies discovering how to 
circumvent abortion laws, 
and the threat of chemical 
abortion on college cam-
puses, Notre Dame must 
reignite her promotion of 
the systems of pregnant 
and parenting resources 
available to students on 
campus. The University 
should fund and place QR 
code stickers in every bath-
room stall on campus that 
link updated pregnancy 
resources connecting stu-
dents to medical profession-
als and authentic support.

The University must 
clarify in its official policy 
that it is unacceptable for 
any faculty or staff mem-
ber to materially assist stu-
dents in obtaining access 
to abortion or abortion 
pills. Further, the proto-
col response for pregnant 
students must be for-
malized and promoted.

Residential staff must be 
trained by medical pro-
fessionals on the neces-
sary steps to take if a stu-

dent is found experiencing 
one of the side effects of 
the abortion pill or the af-
ter-effects of a chemical 
abortion. Furthermore, 
staff members should be 
trained in Project Rachel 
ministry to be equipped 
to help post-abortive 
students heal from the 
trauma of abortion. 

This call-to-action is not 
meant to merely identi-
fy what the university is 
lacking, but also to give 
Notre Dame the oppor-
tunity and directive to be 
the model for Catholic in-
stitutions committed to 
protecting students and 
the sanctity of life post-
Roe. Supporting life means 
concrete action which ac-
tually maintains Catho-
lic Church teaching, both 
in statements and policy. 

This also requires rec-
ognizing the new threat 
to life on campus: abor-
tion pills by-mail. Chem-
ical abortion is coming to 
college campuses, and stu-
dents need to be direct-
ed to university-trusted 
sources that direct women 
to real sources of help and 
support. Too often, dan-

gerous programs in our 
local communities pro-
vide misleading resources, 
give students easy access 
to traveling across state-
lines, and put individuals 
in touch with those push-
ing for abortion access 
outside of the law. Such 
threats make it clear that 
a comprehensive response 
is necessary to best protect 
women and their children. 

Our vision of a culture 
of life will require pru-
dent decision-making, a 
commitment to collabora-
tion, and an abundance of 
hard work. Notre Dame is 
more than capable of ris-
ing to the challenge, and 
if it intends to continue 
leading the country in its 
commitment to life, we 
should expect nothing less. 

Merlot Fogarty is a ju-
nior studying theology, po-
litical science, and consti-
tutional studies. If you are 
interested in Catholic sex-
ual ethics, contact her via 
merlot.fogarty@nd.edu, 
she’d love a chance to chat 
about JPII’s hot takes. 

Notre Dame Should Be a Pro-Life Leader 

Whistleblower Exposes FBI Malfeasance 

Merlot Fogarty
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Elizabeth Hale
Culture Editor

Students at a Cath-
olic university de-
serve support and 
clarity on the issue 

Notre Dame alum-
nus faces FBI 
retaliation after 
January 6th Inves-
tigation
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The University of 
Notre Dame’s 
policy on sex is 

summarized succinctly 
in du Lac, Notre Dame’s 
guide to student life and 
standards of conduct: 
“The University embrac-
es the Catholic Church’s 
teaching that a genuine 
and complete expression 
of love through sex re-
quires a commitment to 
a total living and sharing 
together of two persons 
in marriage. Consequent-
ly, students who engage 
in sexual union outside 
of marriage may be sub-
ject to referral to the Uni-
versity Conduct Process.” 

Notre Dame purports to 
be a leader in forming its 
students in the Catholic 
intellectual tradition. The 
first of its five institutional 
goals is to “ensure that our 
Catholic character informs 
all our endeavors,” its mis-
sion statement includes 
a dedication “to the pur-
suit and sharing of truth 
for its own sake.” The Rov-
er talked to students out-
side of LaFortune Student 
Center to get a clearer pic-
ture of how well the Cath-
olic sexual ethic is taught 
to the student body. 

Many students expressed 
confusion when reading 
the policy: “It just hap-
pens so often that I’m kind 
of surprised,” one senior 

said, attributing his lack of 
awareness to the fact that 
the policy isn’t enforced. 
“I think back to my fresh-
man year, and my room-
mate and his girlfriend 
would sleep together 2–3 
times a week,” he recalled. 
Other students conveyed 
discontent with the poli-
cy, “even idealistically it’s 
not something that should 
be enforced by an insti-
tution. Not all that is im-
moral ought to be treated 
as if it were illegal,” said a 
sophomore from Siegfried. 

“Honestly I don’t think 
it’s really stopping any-
thing … the fact that we 
have [the policy] does not 
say that it’s not going to 
happen, it just says that 
people are going to be more 
secretive about it. And un-
fortunately with the uni-
versity taking this stance, 
there are less ‘safe sex’ op-
tions,” argued a freshman. 

A junior from O’Neill 
who “personally [is] not 
a religious person at all” 
but “likes how chill No-
tre Dame is about people 
not being Catholic” had 
heard about the “sex pol-
icy” before speaking with 
me. He called the policy 
“meaningless,” and merely 
an attempt by the admin-
istration to show its “tar-
get audience” that they are 
“good Catholic people.” 

Many students “as-
sumed” there was a rule 
such as this, but they had 
no idea the University 
provided free STD and 
pregnancy testing, man-
dated by Title IX laws, 
or provided support to 
pregnant and parenting 

students. Likewise, they 
failed to recognize any 
instance in which Notre 
Dame supported its poli-
cy through instruction on 
the Catholic understand-
ing of sex and procreation. 

In an interview with the 
Rover, Dr. Abigail Favale, 
expert on the Catholic 
perspective of women and 
gender and recent hire at 
the McGrath Institute for 
Church Life, said, “Stu-
dents at a Catholic institu-
tion should be exposed to 
the ‘why’ of Catholic sex-
ual teaching—not so they 
can be indoctrinated, but 
so they can encounter a 
different way of seeing sex-
uality and the human per-
son than what is offered in 
the broader culture. Most 
people assume they know 
what the Church teach-
es, but I'm guessing few 
know why she teaches it.”

While most students 
strongly disagreed with 
punishing those who are 
having sex on campus, a 
majority supported im-
plementing at least some 
part of the Church’s teach-
ing into the curriculum to 
instruct students on why 
Notre Dame has such a 
rule. Many were confused 
why Notre Dame has a 
policy that isn’t backed 
up with any positive ac-
tion from the university. 

Junior Dane Sherman 
observed: “I think there is 
something fundamentally 
broken with how young 
people are sexually relating 
with one another right now 
… A lot of young folks are 
having sex to feel connect-
ed to others and to try to 
form intimacy, but a lot of 
times that isn’t the some-

thing that is satisfying that 
deep hunger for intimacy.” 

Senior Emily Major 
spoke similarly: “There are 
plenty of people on cam-
pus who are Catholic and 
still have sex. I think the 
problem that we’re fac-
ing here on campus … 
[is] a lack of understand-
ing of what sex really is.”

Currently enrolled in 
Professor Tim O’Malley’s 
Nuptial Mystery theolo-
gy course, Major recalled 
their discussions: “Con-
sent isn’t enough. If you 
are going to engage in the 
sexual act, something so 
intimate, then a recogni-
tion and honoring of the 
whole person is required, 
not just a distillation of the 
person to a sexual being.” 

Professor O’Malley’s syl-
labus covers topics which 
he believes “most address 
[the students’] existence.” 
Asking questions like: 
“What is the nuptial bond? 
What is consent? How 
does the mundane quality 
of family life sanctify the 
cosmos?” O’Malley sets 
students, “who accept and 
those who vehemently re-
ject ecclesial teaching” into 
dialogue with one another. 

Another freshman cur-
rently enrolled in the 
Moreau First Year Experi-
ence noted that the uni-
versity’s only official dis-
cussion of the topic, which 
occurs in this class, focuses 
exclusively on consent. “It’s 
the lowest bar that people 
should be able to reach … 
it’s not enough,” he said. 

O’Malley told the Rover, 
“Consent unto itself is in-
sufficient. It's a legal term. 
There has to be a positive 
proposal about the nature 

of human relationships. 
As a Catholic university, 
we can admit that we are 
created in the image and 
likeness of God … At No-
tre Dame, we can propose 
a way of communion rel-
ative to human sexual-
ity that is distinct from 
our peer institutions.”

As one student said, 
“it’s the university’s duty 
to educate people on 
the fullness of what she 
teaches. The universi-
ty’s whole aim is the for-
mation of its students—
not just their minds, but 
also their hearts—in the 
Catholic tradition. This 
is one of the most beau-
tiful parts of the Catholic 
tradition—that we have 
this full picture of what 
it is to be human, what 
it is to be a sexual being.”

Catholic theology of-
fers a rationale for its rules 
and doctrine, a rationale 
according to Favale, that 
is “profoundly beautiful 
and affirming” of the dig-
nity of our personhood. 
As pointed out by some 
of the most prominent 
names at Notre Dame, 
without challenging hook-
up culture, without in-
struction on the profound 
beauty of marriage, and 
without a deeper under-
standing of the nature of 
sexual relations, students 
are unaware of the ‘why’ 
behind the rules and pol-
icies. The common good 
promoted by the univer-
sity fails to be practiced. 

As the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says, 
“sexuality, by means of 
which man and wom-
an give themselves to one 
another through the acts 

which are proper and ex-
clusive to spouses, is not 
something simply biologi-
cal, but concerns the inner-
most being of the human 
person as such. It is real-
ized in a truly human way 
only if it is an integral part 
of the love by which a man 
and woman commit them-
selves totally to one anoth-
er until death” (¶2361).

Notre Dame’s Catholic 
identity requires adher-
ence to these words of the 
Catechism—both in poli-
cy and in the formation of 
hearts and minds on cam-
pus. As students and facul-
ty revealed, reforming sex-
ual education at a Catholic 
university does not require 
embracing modern sexual 
practices, but rather, cul-
tivating an understand-
ing among its students of 
the truth behind Catholic 
teaching, the dignity of 
the whole human person, 
and what it means to truly 
love another human being.

Merlot Fogarty is a ju-
nior studying theology, po-
litical science, and consti-
tutional studies. If you are 
interested in Catholic sex-
ual ethics, contact her via 
merlot.fogarty@nd.edu; 
she’d love a chance to chat 
about JPII’s hot takes. 

The University of Notre 
Dame is home to 9,000 
students and boasts 1,250 
acres with incredible foli-
age, rippling lakes, and the 
iconic golden dome with 
Our Lady atop. Notre 
Dame’s beautiful sprawl-
ing quads, Gothic archi-
tecture, and robust tradi-
tions have made it the top 
tourist destination in In-
diana. Travel and Leisure 
Magazine rated it as the 
third most beautiful col-
lege campus in America. 

None of this gran-
deur would be possi-
ble, however, without the 
groundskeeping crew that 
oversees campus and works 
constantly to keep Notre 
Dame pristine for its stu-
dents and visitors. Two 
members of the crew, Anne 

Tharp and Alec DeCock-
er, spoke with the Rov-
er about their time work-
ing here at Notre Dame. 

Anne Tharp is a native 
of South Bend and an 
integral part of the No-
tre Dame groundskeep-
ing community. 

Immediately after high 
school, Anne chose to 
start working on cam-
pus, following in the 
footsteps of her brother, 
mother, and grandmother 
who all worked in various 
roles at the University. 36 
years later, she says, “It’s 
the best job in the whole 
world if you ask me.” 

The daughter of an avid 
Notre Dame football fan, 
she grew up near cam-
pus and fell in love with 
the school at a very young 
age. She now works on the 
flower crew and makes sure 
that campus is blooming 
year round. At least four 
times a year, she works 
with her crew to plant and 
maintain the beds, mak-
ing sure to switch out and 

plant the flowers that will 
bloom later on. Recent-
ly, she planted the tulip 
bulbs which will make an 
appearance in the spring. 

“I design and plant all 
of the planters,” Anne 
said. “I think we have 
36 of them around cam-

pus that we do. Other 
than in the wintertime, 
we’re doing flowerbeds.”

“It’s very fulfilling to 
me,” she continued when 
asked about her work, 
“It’s very fulfilling to see 
all our hard work pay off.” 

Her hard work certainly 

shows. Not only is campus 
itself a vision, with its per-
fectly kept beds and flow-
ers at every corner in the 
springtime, but people will 
often stop and talk with the 
groundskeeping crew, tell-
ing them just how beauti-
ful campus is and thank-

ing them for their work. 
Alec DeCocker also 

works in groundskeeping 
on campus, and he spoke 
at great length about his 
love for all things Notre 
Dame: “I started work-
ing at Notre Dame when I 
was 18,” he said. “I always 

enjoyed Notre Dame, the 
culture, the tradition, and 
just the atmosphere, so 
I wanted to do my part 
and try to pitch in at ND 
and do anything I can.” 

Alec’s love for Notre 
Dame is what motivated 
him to work here, he ex-
plained. He began work-
ing on campus in 2017 at 
St. Michael’s Laundry and 
then switched to landscap-
ing in 2020, where he has 
worked since. Current-
ly, Alec works all around 
campus, trimming the 
bushes, blowing leaves, 
moving snow, and more.

“It’s hard work,” Alec 
says, “But it’s well paid off.” 

When asked if students 
ever interact with the land-
scaping crew, Alec says 
students and visitors con-
stantly compliment him 
on his work when they 
see him around campus. 

“I get so many thank 
yous and compliments 
while I’m out there; they 
make sure my work is ap-
preciated, and that’s what I 
enjoy most about my job, 
just to see the smile on 

people’s faces when they 
walk through campus.” 

Alec says he doesn’t see 
himself ever leaving No-
tre Dame because of his 
love for the University and 
the incredibly welcoming 
environment amongst his 
managers and coworkers. 

“I can’t imagine a bet-
ter place to work for.”

And Notre Dame cer-
tainly would not be 
the same without these 
groundskeepers caring 
for its magnificent cam-
pus. The Architectural Di-
gest confirmed this, stating 
that at Notre Dame, “ev-
erything on the grounds 
works in harmony to 
create a place as beauti-
ful as it is educational.” 

Alec agreed, saying, “We 
work at this beautiful cam-
pus, and I think sometimes 
we take that for granted.”  

Janey Olohan is a ju-
nior studying political sci-
ence from Warrenton, VA. 
If you can’t find her in Mc-
Glinn Hall, you can contact 
her at jolohan2@nd.edu. 
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around. Buranicz’s mini-
malist staging (only blue 
mats were used for the set) 
also provided many op-
portunities for light-heart-
ed comedy. There was par-
ticular levity and glee at 
the performances of a real 
puppy and a stuffed duck.

The show was very well-
cast, boasting a veteran 
crew of actors. Evelyn Ber-
ry performed the Leading 
Player’s role quite well, 
capturing both the daz-
zling and sinister sides of 
her character; Timothy 
Merkle put on a hilari-
ous performance as Char-
lemagne, and his impro-
visational talent shone; 
Kate Turner’s Catherine 
was incredibly endearing, 
persuasive, and tender. 

While every actor de-
serves a paragraph of 
lauds, Carlos Macias’ 
performance in particu-
lar should be noted. Ma-
cias was faced not only 
with the daunting task of 

playing the leading man; 
he was also faced with a 
quite demanding role as 
a singer. The show’s music 
asks much of Pippin, and 
Macias more than rose to 
the occasion. His musical 
performance elevated the 
show, and in a story about 
fleeting pleasures, he gave 
the audience something 
really beautiful to enjoy.

At the “meta level,” how-
ever, the show takes on a 
more provocative and sin-
ister tone. The show is 
narrated by the Leading 
Player, who acknowledges 
that the musical is simply 
a show put on by actors. 
She is supported by the 
other players, who togeth-
er make up the ensemble 
and happily perform what 
the Leading Player directs. 
The Leading Player tells 
the audience that this is 
Pippin’s “first time playing 
the role.” Throughout the 
show, the Leading Player 
coaxes a despairing Pip-
pin onward to continue 
trying each new lifestyle. 
The show’s sinister side 

shows when the Leading 
Player comes into conflict 
with the “player” playing 
Catherine. When Cath-
erine really falls in love 
with Pippin, the Leading 
Player eerily interrupts the 
scene and harshly reminds 
her that her role is to be 
a nag, not to fall in love. 

A new struggle is in-
troduced and comes to a 
head with the finale. In the 
Leading Player’s mind, this 
great cyclical show should 
end with the leading man 
leaping into a fire from a 
great height and perish-
ing spectacularly. But this 
time, Pippin and Cath-

erine refuse to play their 
parts as prescribed by the 
Leading Player any longer. 
The Leading Player, furi-
ous, shuts down the pro-
duction, turning the lights 
off, removing costumes, 
even yelling at the pit or-
chestra to cease playing.

The musical’s ending, 

which has gone through 
various iterations, was of 
particular interest to Bu-
ranicz. The final moment 
of the show is critical to its 
overall message. The most 
popular ending features 
Theo (Catherine’s son) re-
turning to the empty stage. 
The Leading Player comes 

out again, the lights raise, 
and it is implied that Theo 
falls into the same cycle as 
Pippin, thus allowing the 
show to “go on.” Howev-
er, other endings have also 
circulated, and Buranicz 
was firmly convinced that 
Pippin was well-suited to 
a more Catholic message. 
He said, “What was re-
ally nice about this show 
in particular, especially as 
compared with [Rosencratz 
and Guildenstern], was 
that the message I wanted 
to put forth was already in-
trinsic to Pippin as written, 
which is surprising since 
it came out of the coun-
terculture of the 60s/70s. 
My task was how to high-
light it and bring it forth 
with a Catholic bent.”

Buranicz’s ending did 
feature Theo wander-
ing back onstage and the 
players eerily crawling 
back to meet him with 
creepy smiles. However, 
at the last second before 
the lights cut out, we see 
Theo turn his back on the 
Leading Player and return 

to his parents. On opening 
night, Theo’s decision was 
met with gasps of relief 
and enthusiastic applause. 
Buranicz’s direction in 
this moment changed the 
entire show. If Theo ac-
cepts the Leading Play-
er’s offer, then the show 
offers a rather damning 
philosophy about man’s 
inability to be redeemed 
or to change his ways; it 
becomes a nihilistic cy-
cle which never ends and 
in which sons never learn 
from the sins of the father. 

However, Buranicz’s 
take offers a breath of 
hope. Perhaps sons can 
learn from their fathers; 
perhaps there is an alterna-
tive to damnation; perhaps 
man can be redeemed, if 
only he has eyes to see.

James Whitaker is a grad-
uate student with the the-
ology department. He had 
auditioned for the role of 
“Otto the Duck,” but was 
rejected. If you would like 
to see his audition tape, 
email jwhitak5@nd.edu.
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other, the implication 
that the area had suffered 
a similar warlike devas-
tation as Steubenville.

While the historical set-
ting of the conference’s 
exploration of post-liberal 
politics was established by 
this emotional opening, it 
was the final keynote lec-
ture delivered by Ohio 
GOP Senate candidate 
J.D. Vance that provided 
the most vivid presenta-
tion of the future imag-
ined for these commu-
nities. Integrating recent 
personal encounters with 
depleted Ohio communi-
ties on the campaign trail 
with broader statements 
about what is needed to 
create a successful polit-
ical movement, Vance 
gave a rousing speech that 
ended in several extended 
standing ovations. Talking 
with the authority of one 
who may be soon active-
ly involved in the poli-
cy decisions of our na-
tion, Vance spoke about 
the need to continual-
ly build institutions with 

this new vision at heart in 
order to counter the estab-
lished power of the liber-
al consensus the confer-
ence was fighting against. 

Reactions to the con-
ference have been nu-
merous, including a crit-
icism of the participants 
as “Pro-life New Deal-
ers”—a label that Ahmari 
and others latched onto 
positively. Given the con-
troversy whipped up by 
the conference and the 
participation of high-pro-
file academics and polit-
ical figures, the debates 
raised by the Restor-
ing A Nation conference 
seem likely to contin-
ue beyond Steubenville. 

Luke Thompson is a ju-
nior from Flagstaff, Arizo-
na majoring in Program 
of Liberal Studies, political 
science, and theology. Seeing 
the Appalachian Mountains 
for the first time during his 
trip to Steubenville, he was 
impressed by their beauty 
but would like to stress that 
they would hardly qualify 
as hills by his Western stan-
dards. Reach out to him 
at lthomps7@nd.edu with 
any questions or comments. 
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