
As students re-
turned to cam-
pus this fall, 

the University of Notre 
Dame hosted its 23rd an-
nual Shakespeare Festival. 
The signature event was 
a modern take on Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Ju-
liet.” It ran in the De-

Bartolo Performing Arts 
Center from August 16–28.

The Shakespeare Festi-
val is a Notre Dame tra-
dition that grew out of 
“Summer Shakespeare,” 
a much smaller and less 
formal event with perfor-
mances held in Washing-
ton Hall. Each season of 
the Shakespeare Festival 
includes a production by 
the Notre Dame Shake-
speare Festival (NDSF) 
Professional Company. 
This year’s performance 
of “Romeo and Juliet” 
is the latest of the com-
pany’s showings, which 
in the past have includ-

ed works such as “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” 
“Othello,” and “Much 
Ado About Nothing.” 

A self-described “Romeo 
and Juliet practitioner,” di-
rector Chris Anthony has 
directed at least 12 pro-
ductions of “Romeo and 
Juliet” before this fall, and 
she has worked in Los 
Angeles County schools 
for many years, helping 
teachers more effective-
ly present the play to stu-
dents. In an interview with 
WNIT, Anthony stat-
ed,“in educational theater, 
we work on this one a lot.” 

The White House an-
nounced President 
Biden’s three-part 

plan for forgiving $10,000 in 
student loan debt on August 
24, 2022. President Biden 
said he “believes that a post-
high school education should 
be a ticket to a middle-class 
life, but for too many, the cost 
of borrowing for college is a 
lifelong burden that deprives 
them of that opportunity.”

According to the White 
House fact sheet, the pur-
pose of this plan is “to pro-
vide more breathing room to 
America’s working families 
as they continue to recover 
from the strains associated 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic.” This new executive 
order will cancel $10,000 
worth of debt for non-Pell 
Grant recipients and $20,000 
worth of debt for Pell Grant 
recipients. Individuals are el-
igible for loan cancellation if 
their annual income is less 
than $125,000 (or $250,000 
for married couples). 

Under this new plan, 
Biden is also making changes 
to the income-driven repay-
ment system and the already 

Notre Dame up-
dated its vid-
eo on “sex-

ual orientation and 
gender discrimination” in 
its pre-matriculation re-
quirements for incoming 
students. Additionally, 
the University Health Ser-
vices (UHS) added a set 
of questions about sexual 
orientation and preferred 
pronouns to their new- 
student questionnaire.

Both of these changes 
were unannounced but 
were added to the required 
coursework that students 
must complete over the 
summer before they ar-
rive at the university. 

The video is a part of 
the Division of Students 
Affairs’ “Building Com-
munity the Notre Dame 
Way,” meant to prepare 
students for residen-
tial life at the university.

In it, Fr. Gerry Olinger 
C.S.C. states that our 
calling to treat others 
as we desire to be treat-
ed and “the Catholic 
Church’s teaching are at 
the heart of how we ap-
proach diversity on our 
campus, including differ-
ences in sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.”

The video’s narrator 

declares, “We must pre-
vent and intervene [in] 
any instances of sexual 
orientation and gender 
discrimination.” Add-
ing, “Before we contin-
ue, let’s make sure we 
are all on the same page 
in terms of definitions,” 
the narrator then defines 
sexual orientation, lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, gender 
identity, transgender, cis-
gender, gender expres-
sion, and questioning.

According to the video, 
“gender identity” is “an 
individual’s inner sense 
of being male, female, 
or differently gendered 
person,” which “may 
not match their biologi-
cal sex,” this latter situa-
tion being offered as the 
definition of transgender.  

These definitions were 

offered without any qual-
ification or explanation. 
Rather, the Division of 
Student Affairs proceed-
ed to interview individu-
als who identified as part 
of these groups. Amidst 
interviews with sever-
al openly gay, bisexual, 
and “queer presenting” 
students, the viewer was 
requested to move “to-
wards acceptance of oth-
ers” regarding their var-
ious sexual orientations.

The incoming No-
tre Dame students who 
had to watch this vid-
eo were also told explic-
itly that being kind to 
LGBT individuals is not 
doing enough. They must 
“move from kindness to 
allyship.” Furthermore, 
the video asked the in-

Murals depicting 
several scenes 
from Christo-

pher Columbus’ arrival and 
activity in the New World 
located on the second floor 
of the Main Building will 
be uncovered through Fri-
day, September 9, 2022 and 
from Monday, October 24 
through Friday, October 28.

University president Fr. 
John I. Jenkins, C.S.C., de-
cided in autumn 2020 to 
cover the murals with a re-
movable tapestry, after what 
the university website re-
fers to as “an intensive pe-
riod of discussion, research 
and reflection across the No-
tre Dame and regional com-
munities on how best to ad-
dress a complex narrative 
that was considered celebra-
tory in the late 19th centu-
ry but had become troubling 
by the early 21st centu-
ry—especially in its depic-
tion of Native Americans.”

The decision caused much 
debate—a range of opinions 
have been expressed within 
the pages of the Rover, in-
cluding a defense of the ad-
ministration’s decision from 
Rover faculty advisor and No-
tre Dame Law School Profes-
sor Rich-

W. Joseph DeReuil, 
Editor-in-Chief,  Hannah 
Coulter by Wendell Berry

One of Wendell Berry’s 
Port William novels, Han-
nah Coulter tells the story 
of a girl in rural Kentucky 
growing up during World 
War II. It follows her life 
through the industrializa-
tion and post-War reshap-
ing of America in the en-
suing decades and tells 
of her and her husband’s 
seeking to provide their 

children with a better 
life—helping them receive 
a college education and 
attain successful careers. 
But the larger narrative of 
the story also reveals that 
in many ways the modern 
standards of success—the 
“get big or get out” men-
tality that percolated from 
the cities into rural towns 
and farms in the 50s and 
60s—does not measure 
personal fulfillment. As 
family and local society are 
pulled apart by competing 
goals, salaries, and broken 
relationships, Berry mas-
terfully calls into question 
the dream of going off to 

a distant school and work-
ing in a big city. The short, 
easy-to-read novel is well 
worth anyone’s time, but 
it particularly leaves much 
to consider for college stu-
dents in the midst of plan-
ning their future successes. 

Joshua Gilchrist, 
Executive Editor, Silence 

by Shusaku Endo

Written by Japanese 
Catholic novelist Shu-
saku Endo, this work of 
historical fiction tells the 
story of Portuguese Jesu-
its’ missionary efforts in 
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Christ speaks 
s c a t h i n g l y 
to the hyp-

ocritical Pharisees; he 
speaks also to those 
of us who are prone 
to hypocrisy today. 

As we started classes a 
couple of weeks ago, the 
Church presented us 
with a series of Gospel 
readings that speak di-
rectly to zealous young 
believers. Christ’s ex-
hortations to humili-
ty and self-examination 
apply to all believers at 
all times, and especial-
ly to Christians pur-
suing righteousness. A 
judgmental spirit not 
only drives others away 
from the Church but 
deeply jeopardizes one’s 
own spiritual wellbeing. 

In daily Mass on 
the Saturday before 
the start of classes, we 
heard Christ saying that 
the scribes and Phar-
isees “preach but do 
not practice. They tie 

up heavy burdens that 
are hard to carry and 
lay them on people’s 
shoulders, but they do 
not lift a finger to move 
them.” Christ concludes 
the passage first with a 
command: “The great-
est among you must be 
your servant,” and then 
with a statement of fact: 
“Whoever exalts him-
self will be humbled; 
but whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 

In speaking of the 
Pharisees, Jesus speaks 
of those who “had it 
right”; indeed, at the be-
ginning of the address, 
Jesus tells his audience 
to “do and observe all 
things whatsoever they 
tell you.” Their ortho-
doxy, however, excuses 
neither their hypocrisy 
nor their self-exaltation. 
The position of author-
ity that they hold—“the 
seat of Moses”—in fact 
subjects them to a high-
er standard than others. 

On that Sunday 
morning, we heard 
from Jesus in Luke’s 
gospel, who is asked by 
an anonymous interloc-
utor, “Lord, will only a 
few people be saved?” 
Christ’s response com-
pletely turns the ques-
tion on its head: “Strive 
to enter through the 
narrow gate, for many, 
I tell you, will attempt 
to enter but will not 
be strong enough.” 
The question is a chal-
lenge, a test of the rab-
bi’s knowledge of theol-
ogy; the questioner was 

likely a learned man, 
perhaps a Pharisee. 

It seems likely, too, 
that the questioner was 
a Jew, as he address-
es Jesus as “Lord,” and 
“the few” likely refers to 
the Jews, as opposed to 
the Gentiles. Christ re-
sponds to the question, 
with all its latent pre-
sumptions and assump-
tions, by directing it 
back to the person. The 
interlocutor asks a the-
oretical question; Christ 
provides a personal, 
imperative answer—
he answers the ques-
tion the interlocutor 
should have been asking.

The next day, we re-
turned to Matthew’s 
gospel: “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites. You 
traverse land and sea 
to make one convert, 
and when that hap-
pens you make him a 
child of Gehenna twice 
as much as yourselves.” 

Not only are the Phar-
isees hypocrites, but 
they also pervert those 
whom they proselytize. 
And even further, their 
critical, exclusionary 
outlook prevents them 
from entering the King-
dom themselves. The 
maxim is here made ul-
timate: claiming for 
oneself God’s respon-
sibility of judgment 
is a sure path to hell.

This cycle of readings 
from Jesus’ address to 
the Pharisees in Mat-
thew concluded on 
the first day of classes: 

“Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, you hyp-
ocrites. You cleanse the 
outside of cup and dish, 
but inside they are full of 
plunder and self-indul-
gence. Blind Pharisee, 
cleanse first the inside of 
the cup, so that the out-
side also may be clean.” 
Once again, Christ ex-
horts the Pharisees to 
look inward; their con-
cern is to be with their 
own moral and interior 
life, not with their exte-
rior appearance or with 
others’ righteousness. 

Christ was speak-
ing to us, too. Who 
are those who “have it 
right” in our context? 
Who are those who 
perceive themselves 
as having—or really 
do have—the forma-
tion needed in order 
to speak the truth with 
confidence on ques-
tions of faith? Who are 
those who have a priv-
ileged place to speak, 
write, and proclaim? 
It’s all of us who strive 
to declare and live out 
the truth of the Gospel.

The Church’s message 
for us at the beginning 
of this year is not one of 
self-congratulation; it is 
a message of warning. It 
is an exhortation to re-
turn to the source of our 
faith, to “cleanse the in-
side of the cup,” before 
polishing our Catholic 
social presence. It’s not 
about being in the right 
clubs; it’s about striv-
ing to enter through the 
narrow gate. To be sure, 
engaging in communal 
prayer, discussion, and 

activity for the causes of 
truth and faith is essen-
tial to our life as Chris-
tians. It cannot be the 
case, however, that our 
participation in Catho-
lic clubs is constitutive 
of our Christian life.

The measure of your 
righteousness does not 
come from others. Your 
association with the 
‘right people’—and cer-
tainly your refusal to as-
sociate with the ‘wrong 
people’—does not make 
you righteous in God’s 
eyes. Some will say: 
“We ate and drank in 
your company and you 
taught in our streets.” 
Jesus will respond: “I 
do not know where you 
are from. Depart from 
me, all you evildoers!” 

This year, resolve to re-
main steadfast in prayer 
and increase in humili-
ty. A wise mentor told 
me recently: “The whole 
point of being a faithful 
Catholic and Christian 
is that we have the hu-
mility to acknowledge 
that God calls us to 
perfection that we can’t 
reach by our own pow-
er.” Trust in God, and 
leave the rest to Him.

Joshua Gilchrist is a se-
nior from Keenan Hall 
who now lives off cam-
pus. He is a proud mem-
ber of both the Program 
of Liberal Studies and 
the department of the-
ology, and you can find 
him preparing for his 
large Columbus Day 
party or celebrating the 
fact that his PLS Sem-
inar V class has moved 
on from War and Peace. 
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ard W. Garnett. Garnett 
argues in the article that 
“the murals were intend-
ed to make a statement, 
and to convey a message, 
at a particular time, in a 
particular context, to par-
ticular audiences. It is 
not a retreat from or a re-
pudiation of our Catho-
lic character to conclude 
that, today, they are not 
succeeding at their task.”

The murals were painted 
between 1882 and 1884 by 
Luigi Gregori, former art-
ist in the papal household 
of Pope St. Pius X, as a 
sign of pride for American 
Catholics at a time when 
Catholics were widely ridi-
culed and ostracized as un-
faithful Americans. Notre 
Dame was to be a center 
for Catholics in the large-
ly Protestant country, and 
Columbus was a figure-
head for American Catho-
lics because of the intersec-
tion of his Catholic faith 
and his centrality in the 
history of North America 
leading up to the forma-
tion of the United States.

Professor Felipe Fernan-
dez-Armesto, William P. 
Reynolds Professor of His-
tory at the university, has 
taught a class on Colum-
bus and used the murals 
as educational material. 
He wrote a report detail-
ing damage that has been 
done to the murals due 
to the method of cover-
ing and uncovering that 
was implemented in 2019.

The report does not 

address the question 
of whether the murals 

should be covered, but 
argues for their useful-
ness and their artistic and 
moral value in view of the 
damage they have expe-
rienced. The principal is-
sues with the murals not-
ed by Fernandez-Armesto 
include disfigured paint 

due to placement of riv-
ets and adhesives, scraped 
paint due to placement 
of the covers’ wooden 
frames, with several addi-
tional damages reported.

Professor Fernan-
dez-Armesto informed the 
Rover that he had corre-
sponded with President 
Jenkins on this issue: “The 
president’s answer to me 
is that he’s satisfied that 
the method they used was 

consistent with the advice 
of Conrad Schmitt,” the 
company commissioned 
by the university to install 
the coverings. He contin-
ued, if one “could demand 
to see the correspondence 
between Conrad Schmitt 
and the university on 
this, I strongly suspect 
there wouldn’t be any.”

When asked about 
the logic of the deci-
sion to cover the murals, 
Fernandez-Armesto re-
sponded, “There’s a very 
prominent statue on our 
campus of somebody who 
killed many people, and 
even committed geno-
cide. Do you know who 
that is? Moses.” He con-
tinued, “There’s no log-
ical connection between 
what’s publicly displayed 

and what’s approved of. 
We display things in pub-
lic for many reasons, one 
of which is education.”

Professor Fernan-
dez-Armesto concluded 
by reiterating that he is 
not arguing for the mu-
rals to be permanently 
uncovered: “I think they 
did the wrong thing, but 

that doesn’t concern me. 
What concerns me is the 
preservation of the art. If 
the university doesn’t pre-
serve its patrimony, it’s 
doomed.” He emphasized 
once again the importance 
of keeping separate the 
question of whether the 
murals should be covered 
and whether the way we 
cover them damages them.

The Rover also spoke to 
Fr. Brian Ching, C.S.C. 

rector of the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart and chap-
lain of the Notre Dame 
Knights of Columbus 
Council #1477, about the 
Knights and their relation 
to the controversial fig-
ure. Ching told the Rov-
er that while the Knights 
continue to bear Colum-
bus’ name, “our current 

mission is not bound to 
the mission of Christo-
pher Columbus. Not to 
his traits, negative or pos-
itive. Our mission and 
goal continues to be help-
ing the Church thrive.”

Ching continued, “The 
point and main goal of 
the order remains the mu-
tual benefit and support 
of Catholics in the U.S. 
Our primary goal is not 
the preservation of the 

legacy of Christopher Co-
lumbus, though his role 
in our founding speaks 
to something about who 
we are and why we exist.” 

When asked about how 
Christians ought to think 
about controversial histor-
ical figures, Fr. Ching said, 
“The fall is a real part of 
our narrative as the chil-
dren of God. It’s easy to 
look back and put historic 
peoples’ lives on scales and 
say they were good or bad.”

Michael Bender, Grand 
Knight of the Council, not-
ed that there is a diversity 
of opinions on Columbus 
and his legacy within the 
Knights: “We don’t hide 
the fact that he had down-
falls like everyone else. We 
also don’t hide the fact that 
he was an extraordinary 
man with a great faith; we 
have a photo of Columbus 
in our council chambers.” 

Bender concluded, 
“In the end, it’s all about 
charity and helping out 
the community. We try 
not to let the controver-
sy overshadow that. The 
way to defend his name 
and the order is to be as 
charitable as possible.”

Joshua Gilchrist is a se-
nior from Keenan Hall who 
now lives off campus. He is 
a proud member of both the 
Program of Liberal Stud-
ies and the department of 
theology, and you can find 
him preparing for his large 
Columbus Day party or cel-
ebrating the fact that his 
Seminar V class has moved 
on from War and Peace. 
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Scene from Christopher Columbus’ arrival to the New World, found in the Main building

coming students to act 
as if same-sex relation-
ships are “no big deal.”

The Rover reached out 
to Fr. Olinger, who serves 
as the Vice President for 
Student Affairs, asking 
for clarification of the in-
tended message of this 
video. Olinger initial-
ly agreed to answer ques-
tions about the video over 
email, but ultimately did 
not respond to any specific 
queries regarding whether 
the messages in the video 
are somehow viewed by 
himself or the Division of 
Student Affairs as in line 
with Catholic teaching or 
official university policy.

This policy states that in-
dividuals who experience 
same-sex attraction are 
called to chastity because, 

“All must learn to govern 
their passions in disci-
plined ways on the road to 
lasting freedom” and that 
“chastity is God’s invita-
tion for all to be in loving 
relationship with others 
according to the demands 
of the moral virtues.”

The second notable ad-
dition to the pre-matric-
ulation requirements was 
the UHS questionnaire 
that inquired about in-
coming students’ own 
sexuality. These questions 
were an addition this 
year to the survey which 
UHS sends to incoming 
students every summer.

At the beginning of 
the survey, students were 
asked, “What sex were 
you assigned at birth on 
your birth certificate,” to 
which the students could 
answer: male, female, or 
“choose not to disclose.” 
Then the survey asked, 

“What is your current 
gender identity?” The sur-
vey provided seven dif-
ferent options to choose 
from in answer to this 
question: male, female, 
transgender male, trans-
gender female, “gender-
queer—neither exclusive-
ly male nor female,” other, 
or choose not to disclose.

The third question 
then asked for students’ 
preferred pronouns.

Dr. Edward Junkins, 
Director of University 
Health Services, told the 
Rover, “Any information 
that we ask, we ask in an 
effort to best care for a 
student,” stating that stu-
dents who feel uncom-
fortable with these ques-
tions “don't have to share 
this [information] either 
in person or on a form.”

“We ask a whole bunch 
of other questions on that 
[questionnaire] that are 

very important for us to 
take care of students,” he 
continued. “Those partic-
ular kinds of questions are 
really no different than any 
question: we feel that they 
help us identify what sets 
somebody up emotional-
ly, spiritually and physi-
cally to be the best student 
they can be … I know that 
there are a spectrum of stu-
dents at Notre Dame, and 
we need to set up ourselves 
best to take care of them.”

When asked why this set 
of questions was necessary 
this year—since they have 
not been asked in previous 
years—Dr. Junkins told 
the Rover that the Univer-
sity Health Services them-
selves were not the ones 
who thought asking about 
students’ sexual identity 
and pronouns was neces-
sary for proper healthcare. 
He explained that a stu-
dent group approached the 

Division of Student Affairs 
asking that these questions 
be added, as is the case for 
many changes in universi-
ty procedure. When a stu-
dent group comes forward 
with a suggested change, 
he continued, “those ques-
tions will be elevated to 
the unit, or to the vice 
presidents, or to Student 
Affairs. And there will be 
conversations. There are a 
lot of different examples 
of this,” Junkins added.

He concluded this expla-
nation, “we will collect all 
kinds of information that 
we feel is going to help 
us take care of patients.”

Junkins does not fear 
that asking these ques-
tions subverts any aspect 
of the Catholic mission 
of the university nor that 
presenting so many op-
tions for sexual identity 
and pronouns will prove 
particularly misleading 

to students, stating, “Any 
question can be consid-
ered confusing to incom-
ing students. And as far 
as the Catholic [teaching] 
goes, I worry about taking 
care of all patients to the 
best of my ability to sup-
port the mission of the 
Church and of the school.”

The Division of Stu-
dent Affairs declined to 
comment on their role 
in asking incoming stu-
dents about their pro-
nouns and sexual identity. 

W. Joseph DeReuil is a 
junior from St. Paul, MN 
studying philosophy and 
classics. For 19th and ear-
ly 20th century literature 
reading suggestions (either 
offered or received) con-
tact wdereuil@nd.edu.

Sexuality-Ed
continued from 
front



Established in Feb-
ruary of this year, 
Wonder is an ini-

tiative that curates “ad-
ventures through nature 
and people to encoun-
ter beauty, awe, and won-
der.” According to its 
mission statement, the 
program “seeks to rees-
tablish beauty as an essen-
tial event in peoples’ lives” 
and does so by “fostering 
a journey of self-reflec-
tion” within an immersive 
encounter with nature. 

After spending a sum-
mer doing research in 
Wyoming in 2021, Ilaria 
Schnyder, co-founder of 
Wonder and former Assis-
tant Professor at the Kel-
logg Institute, returned to 
campus with the idea for 
an immersive program in 
nature. She said to herself, 
‘This is something Notre 
Dame doesn’t have. We 
need to do it.’ She elab-
orated, telling the Rov-
er that “nature provides a 
space of beauty that allows 
people to go deeper into 
who they are,” which is 
her hope for the students 
participating in Wonder.

Over the course of this 
past summer, Notre Dame 
sent four pilot expeditions 
out West with the pro-
gram. The first went pack-
rafting in Utah, while the 
following three went rock 
climbing and backpack-
ing in Wyoming. Each 
was associated with a dif-
ferent fellowship, club, 
or program on campus.

The third adventure was 
sponsored by the McGrath 
Institute for Church Life 
and led by Leonard DeLo-
renzo, Professor of Theol-
ogy at the university and 
Director of Undergradu-
ate Studies at the McGrath 
Institute for Church Life. 
DeLorenzo explained that 

the Institute was “explor-
ing ways to develop this 
program for different kinds 
of student formation and 
leadership development.” 
He recruited sixteen stu-
dents, all of whom were 
excited for the adventure 
and none of whom really 
knew quite what to expect.

Sophomore Mark Van 
Kirk, who backpacked 
with Wonder in Wyoming 
this summer, explained to 

the Rover that he had ex-
pected “some backpacking, 
a little cooking, and a lot 
of free time”, but that his 
idea “was quickly proven 
wrong: it took substantial 
time and energy to back-
pack, cook, and set up or 
take down camp each day.”

“[However,] the people 
and beauty of the world 
around me kept me go-

ing. There was excitement 
in traveling to new plac-
es each day that were ini-
tially out of sight and 
getting to know anoth-
er person a little bit bet-
ter,” recalled Van Kirk. 

Campers spent the first 
full day of the trip accli-
mating to the higher al-
titude by means of rock 
climbing at a nearby can-
yon. That evening, the 
16 students were divid-

ed into four “cooking 
teams” which were there-
after responsible for mak-
ing all of their own meals.

The next morning, the 
group of Notre Dame ex-
plorers began their as-
cent into the backcoun-
try. Each hiker carried a 
pack that included all of 
his or her own gear, parts 
of his or her tent, and 

a quarter of his or her 
team’s food for the week. 

Averaging about five 
miles a day and anywhere 
from 500 to 1,000 feet of 
elevation change, the hik-
ing Irish witnessed count-
less scenes of natural beau-
ty. The trail led the group 
under green canopies, 
over sun-baked boulders, 
across majestic overlooks, 
and through a handful of 
cold mountain streams. 

There was no predict-
able end to each day’s 
hike. Rather, it was the 
search for an adequate 
campsite within the fi-
nal mile that determined 
when and where the group 
would stop. Once the 
guides designated where 
the group would spend 
the night, the backpack-
ers would quickly pitch 

the tents, fetch the water, 
and prepare the dinner. 

After the sun had set 
and the last pan had been 
washed, everyone would 
gather together for a Won-
der tradition called “Snap-
shots,” in which each in-
dividual shared a brief 
autobiographical story. 
“The Snapshots were with-
out a doubt my favorite 
part of the trip… [it was] 
such a special experience to 

hear what people find most 
important in their own 
lives,” reflected junior par-
ticipant Ainsley Hurford.

On the last full day 
in the backcountry, 
storm clouds rolled in 
around dinnertime. 

Amidst the downpour, 
a vivid double rainbow 
appeared across the sky. 

“Witnessing a double 
rainbow over mountains 
and a lake… [m]any of us 
ran out from underneath 
the tarp, even though we'd 
get wet from the rain… 
to admire the beauty and 
take photos and be sil-
ly,” recalled Hurford. 

The campers’ encoun-
ter with the double rain-
bow illustrates a realiza-
tion of Wonder's hope “to 
spark human flourishing 
beginning from beauty.”

In reflecting upon her 
trip, Hurford told the 
Rover, “This experience 
as a whole, and that [last] 
night in particular, further 
instilled in me a desire to 
have a childlike wonder 
and love for the beauty 
around me! I hope to adopt 
this simple and awe-filled 
love in my approach to life 
and all that God gives me!” 

Given the success of the 
backcountry trips over 
the summer, Wonder 
hopes to continue work-
ing with the university 
to organize outdoor ex-
cursions for Notre Dame 
students in the future. 

Claudia Parisi is a ju-
nior studying Manage-
ment Consulting and 
Theology. When she’s not 
taking pictures of sunsets 
or playing country music 
at full volume, she can be 
reached at cparisi@nd.edu.
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By professing fi-
nal vows of pov-
erty, chastity, and 

obedience, four men—
Rev. Mr. Andrew Fritz, 
C.S.C.; Rev. Mr. John Se-
bastian Gutierrez, C.S.C.; 
Br. James Henke, C.S.C.; 
and Br. James Walters, 
C . S . C . — c o m m i t t e d 
themselves to the life-
long service of Christ and 
His Church in the Con-
gregation of Holy Cross. 

These two seminarians 
and two brothers respec-
tively made their profes-
sions in the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart on Saturday 
August 27. The following 
day, Fritz and Gutierrez 
were also ordained to the 
diaconate by the Most Rev-
erend William A. Wack, 
C.S.C., Bishop of Pensac-
ola-Tallahassee in a litur-

gy at Moreau Seminary.
Br. James Henke, 

C.S.C., Br. James Walters, 
C.S.C., and Deacon Fritz 
all attended the Congre-
gation of the Holy Cross’s 
undergraduate pre-sem-
inary, Old College. Br. 
Henke graduated from the 
University of Notre Dame 
in 2016 with a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy and 
theology before minis-
tering in Oregon, Arizo-
na, Colorado, Pennsyl-
vania, Bangladesh, and 
South Bend. He is now 
headed to King’s College, 
a Holy Cross universi-
ty in Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania, where he will 
work in campus ministry.

As an Old Collegian, 
Br. James Walters volun-
teered around the globe. 
Starting as a catechist 
on campus at the Sacred 
Heart Parish Center, Br. 
Walters later traveled to 
Uganda to teach English. 
Before graduating from 
Holy Cross College with 
a degree in theology in 
2017, he also volunteered 

in the U.K. at St. Patrick’s 
Parish, London. Br. Wal-
ters now returns to North 

Easton, MA where he will 
continue in his role as 
Campus Minister for Re-
treats and Faith Forma-
tion at Stonehill College.

Deacon Andrew Fritz 
graduated from Notre 
Dame in 2016 with de-

grees in anthropology and 
philosophy. While at Old 
College, he taught ele-
mentary school religious 
education and served the 

poor and homeless both in 
South Bend and abroad. 
After functioning as the 
Associate Director of Old 
College from 2019–2020, 
Deacon Fritz completed 
his pastoral year at St. John 
Vianney Parish in Good-
year, Arizona. He now 
returns to St. John Vian-
ney where he will serve 
as deacon for the parish.

Deacon John Sebastian 
Gutierrez graduated from 
the University of the In-
carnate Word in San An-
tonio, Texas in 2015 with 
a degree in communica-
tion arts. After college, 
he joined the Congrega-
tion of the Holy Cross 
and volunteered across 
the United States. Most 
recently, Deacon Guti-
errez served as an assis-
tant hall director at Holy 
Cross College. He will 
now spend his diaconate 
year at St. Ignatius Martyr 
Church in Austin, Texas.

In his homily at the Sat-
urday liturgy, Provincial 
Superior of the United 
States Province of Priests 
and Brothers Rev. William 
L. Lies, C.S.C. noted the 

great sacrifice these men 
made in taking final vows. 
Speaking directly to his 
brothers in Holy Cross, Fr. 
Lies said, “your vocation is 
the path by which you will 
die with Christ … it is the 
path on which we set off 
to lose our life in the love 
of Christ.” The Rover joins 
Fr. Lies, the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, and the 
whole Church in express-
ing our congratulations 
and thanks to Deacon 
Fritz, Deacon Gutierrez, 
Br. Henke, and Br. Wal-
ters for their great sacri-
fice for the love of Christ.

Paul Howard is a ju-
nior in medieval studies 
from upstate New York. 
On the suggestion of a fam-
ily friend, he intends on 
opening a “medieval stud-
ies store” after graduation. 
If you have suggestions on 
what he might sell in his 
shop, he can be contact-
ed at phoward2@nd.edu.

Modern society 
increas ingly 
acknowledges 

the importance of men-
tal health. According to 
the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services 
Administration, 52.9 mil-
lion American adults suf-
fered from mental illnesses 
in 2020, whereas 43.4 mil-
lion did in 2015, raising 
questions about how the 
Church should provide 
healing for believers who 
experience these issues. 

Notre Dame’s 
Response

As a Catholic univer-
sity, Notre Dame recog-
nizes the importance of 
supporting both the faith 
and mental health of its 
students. Tami Schmitz, 
Associate Director of Pas-
toral Care for Campus 
Ministry, described the 
resources that it provides: 
“Prayer, spiritual direction 
and accompaniment, one-
on-one pastoral conversa-
tions, and our daily drop-
in ‘Need to Talk’ hours 
are all ways we bring spir-
itual support and comfort 
to our students.” She also 
mentioned that other of-
ferings of Campus Minis-

try such as retreats and 
liturgies are intended to 
nurture students and fos-
ter connection for them. 
Schmitz emphasized that 
“[Jesus] wants people to 
be made whole again … 
we [at Campus Ministry], 
too, can help our students 
feel whole by loving them, 
listening to them, pray-
ing for them, and walk-
ing alongside them as they 
navigate their social and 
emotional struggles and 
challenges.” But Schmitz 
also clarified that a spiritu-
al director does not elimi-
nate the role of a counselor, 
and that both can help the 
students in different ways. 

The university offers 
mental health support 
to its students through 
the University Counsel-
ing Center (UCC), a di-
vision of Student Health 
and Wellness. Dr. Chris-
tiane Gebhardt, Assistant 
Vice President for Student 
Services, discussed Notre 
Dame’s mental health re-
sources with the Rover. She 
described that there are 
questions on the pre-coun-
seling intake form about a 
student’s religious affili-
ation and how meaning-
ful it is for that student, 
which a counselor can ad-
dress in the session. Ad-
ditionally, Dr. Gebhardt 
explained that, at their dis-
cretion, UCC counselors 
may refer students to faith 

resources on campus such 
as Campus Ministry, and, 
with the student’s con-
sent, may collaborate with 
those in Campus Ministry 
working with that student. 
Like Schmitz, Dr. Geb-
hardt categorized the role 
of the counselor as dis-
tinct from someone help-
ing them spiritually—she 
believes that the counselor 
can “[integrate] a student’s 
faith into the session as 
guided by the student and 
their goals for therapy.” 
She shared the aspiration 
of Student Health and 
Wellness that students fo-

cus on mental health not 
only in the midst of suffer-
ing: “we are … wonderful 
being[s] that God created 
and we need to take care 
of ourselves every day.” 

Fiat Program
Notre Dame’s McGrath 

Institute for Church Life 
started the Fiat Program 
on Faith and Mental 
Health in 2022 with the 

mission of “generat[ing] 
research, teaching, and 
formation opportunities to 
inform and strengthen sac-
ramental and pastoral care 
for persons with mental 
challenges and their fam-
ilies.” Fiat’s director, Beth 
Hlabse, who is a trained 
therapist, majored in the-
ology and peace stud-
ies while at Notre Dame. 

Hlabse believes that 
Church tradition and the 
field of psychology should 
collaborate to help those 
with mental health chal-
lenges to “experience 
deepening communion 

in the Body of Christ.” 
One of Fiat’s first initia-
tives was a social concerns 
seminar in the spring of 
2022 called “Accompani-
ment and Mental Illness: 
Known in the Breaking of 
the Bread,” which Hlabse 
co-taught with Lisa An-
derson. Additionally, over 
the summer, Hlabse led 
workshops with the pur-

pose of, as she put it, “inte-
grating psychological and 
spiritual support for men-
tal health for more than 
200 Catholic educators 
and ministers” through 
McGrath’s summer offer-
ings: its Teaching Life and 
Human Dignity Sympo-
sium, Notre Dame Vision 
for Campus and Youth 
Ministers, and program-
ming for the current Echo 
Graduate Service Pro-
gram cohort and mentors. 

In October, Fiat will host 
an inaugural symposium 
that will convene theolo-
gians and mental health 
experts from across the 
country to, in the words 
of Hlabse, “chart Fiat’s key 
areas of pastoral scholar-
ship and formation.” In 
the spring, Fiat will launch 
an 8-week course for pas-
tors, lay ministers, and 
diocesan staff on mental 
health and pastoral care. 

The Martin Center for 
Integration

“Double domers” Kenna 
and Pat Milliea founded 
the Martin Center for In-
tegration, named after the 
Martin family (of which 
St. Thérèse of Lisieux is a 
member) in July of 2022. 
Both obtained their Mas-
ters of Theology degrees 
through Notre Dame’s 
Echo program, and Ken-
na studied theology with 
a minor in art history 
and is a Licensed Mar-
riage and Family Ther-
apist, while Pat studied 

theology and sociology. 
Kenna shared with the 

Rover that the Martin 
Center aims to prepare 
people to “tolerate the dis-
comfort of life” and “be 
refined as saints.” The core 
of the Martin Center is 
their podcast, This Whole 
Life. The center also of-
fers workshops, seminars, 
and retreats for Catho-
lic groups including par-
ishes and missionary or-
ganizations. Moreover, 
the Center offers therapy, 
which according to Ken-
na, “is able to address the 
more acute needs and dis-
tressing symptomatolo-
gy that individuals and 
couples may experience.”

As the Church extends 
its outreach to those ex-
periencing mental health 
challenges, members of the 
Notre Dame communi-
ty are contributing to this 
effort by extending hope, 
connection, and an appre-
ciation for the entire hu-
man being from a distinct-
ly Catholic perspective.

Kathryn Bowers is a soph-
omore in the Program of 
Liberal Studies who pre-
fers the weather in South 
Bend to the weather of her 
hometown, Dallas, Tex-
as during the summer and 
early fall. Email her at 
kbowers2@nd.edu to find 
out why sunflower but-
ter really is the best butter.
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On August 5th, 
Indiana became 
the first state 

to pass a new law restrict-
ing abortion in the wake 
of the late June Supreme 
Court decsion Dobbs 
v. Jackson, which made 
such legislation possible.

Following the release of 
Dobbs, which reversed Roe 
v. Wade and Planned Par-
enthood v. Casey’s prece-
dent that deemed certain 
state restrictions on abor-
tion unconstitutional, 
many states were expect-
ed to pass legislation re-
stricting abortion further 
than had been possible for 
roughly the last fifty years.

When the state legisla-
ture passed the bill S.B. 
1 to restrict abortion, In-
diana produced the first 
of these expected results. 
After being signed by the 
governor, the legislation 
quickly earned the nation-
wide spotlight as the first 
example of a post-Dobbs, 
non-trigger law that re-

stricted abortion past 
what would have been al-
lowed under the Roe legal 
regime. Citing provisions 
in the bill that made abor-
tion completely illegal in 
the state, barring only an 
explicit set of exceptions, 
national news sources re-
ported on the passage of 
the law almost uniform-
ly as a near-total abortion 
ban—a model for many 
to come in states with pro-
life legislative majorities. 

Accordingly, the widely 
reported reactions to S.B. 
1 were similarly strong. 
Planned Parenthood re-
ferred to the legislation 
simply as an “abortion 
ban,” announcing that the 
law would require them to 
close all their facilities in 
the state, not noting any 
of the expectations includ-
ed in the law. Some of the 
largest private employers 
in Indiana released state-
ments treating the law 
similarly, saying that the 
“law will hinder [their] 
ability to attract diverse 
… talent from around 
the world” and that they 
“have expanded their 
health plans to include 
travel for [abortions].” 

National media outlets 
reported on pro-life reac-

tions to S.B. 1 less exten-
sively, but one might ex-
pect that the movement 
that built the legislative 

majority for abortion 
bans in Indiana through 
decades of advocacy and 

political activism would 
celebrate the news unre-
servedly. But a closer look 
shows that pro-life advo-

cates’ reactions to the bill 
are much more mixed, 
certainly not just the in-

verse of the strong con-
demnations issued by pro-
choice interest groups. 

These reservations from 
pro-lifers stem from se-
rious concerns about the 
breadth of the exceptions 
included in the law and 
worries about the enforce-
ment mechanisms of the 
new ban. In the statement 
released by the Indiana 
Right to Life President 
Mike Fichter, the pro-
life group expressed that, 
while it certainly supports 
the law being passed be-
cause of its potential effect 
to end up to 95% of abor-
tions in the state and ef-
fectively shutter abortion 
clinics, it “cannot fully en-
dorse … S.B. 1 due to its 
rape, incest, and lethal fetal 
abnormality exceptions.” 

Notre Dame’s campus 
chapter of Right to Life, 
Merlot Fogarty, explained 
pro-life unease about the 
law. Fogarty, who was 
present at the state capi-
tol in Indianapolis when 
S.B. 1 was being debated, 
pointed to the lethal fe-
tal abnormality exception 
in the bill as a particular 
point of concern. Citing 
a recent New York Times 
report, she stated that 
prenatal testing for some 
rare lethal fetal abnormal-

ities can be wrong more 
than 90 percent of the 
time, and that even then, 
such exceptions could 
be characterized as “dis-
criminatory and eugenic.” 

Referring to addition-
al exceptions in the bill 
for circumstances where 
the fetus was conceived 
in cases of rape and in-
cest, Fogarty summarized 
many pro-lifers’ frustra-
tions with the law, saying 
that “while this bill is a 
step in the right direction, 
preborn lives throughout 
the state of Indiana will 
be held in the balance of 
life or death merely due 
to the circumstances of 
their conception.” She 
further defended her op-
position to these excep-
tions saying that “rape is 
an atrocious affront to 
the dignity of the human 
person, but so is taking 
the life of the innocent 
child conceived through 
these unjust means.” 

Besides the extent of 
some of the exceptions 
included in S.B. 1, Foga-
rty also criticized some of 
the provisions in the bill 
regarding its enforcement 
and the prosecution of 
those who violate the law. 

Indiana Congress-
woman, Jack-
ie Walorski, and 

two of her staffers were 
killed in a car crash 
on August 3, 2022 in 
Elkhart County, Indiana. 

Born in South Bend, 
Walorski worked for a lo-
cal television station, the 
South Bend Chamber of 
Commerce, the St. Joseph 
County Humane Soci-
ety, and Indiana Universi-
ty South Bend before be-
ing elected to the Indiana 
House of Representatives 
in 2004. After winning 
nearly 50% of the vote in 
2012, Walorski was elect-
ed to the U.S. House of 
Representatives and served 
Indiana’s 2nd District, 
which spans from Wa-
bash County to Elkhart 
and includes South Bend, 
for almost a decade. 

House Republican 
Whip, Steve Scalise (R-
LA) reflected on Walor-
ski’s deep integrity, kind-
ness, and commitment to 
her constituents in a state-
ment released by his of-
fice following her death: 
“She was a champion for 
the people of Indiana, 
and she will be remem-
bered for her kindness, te-

nacity, and commitment 
to helping others. Jack-
ie and her staffers died 
serving her constituents.” 

Alongside her service 
as a dedicated public ser-
vant, Walorski’s Chris-
tian faith and upbring-
ing inspired her to serve 
as a missionary in Roma-
nia and found a non-prof-
it, Impact International 
Ministries, which provides 
medical supplies to im-
poverished children across 
the globe. Walorski’s hus-
band, Dean Swihart, com-
mented on Walorski’s faith 
and mission to WNDU, 
“[faith] was in the front 
of our minds all the time. 
We prayed so many times 
that this job with Con-
gress was not, you know, 
an opportunity for us to 
get a big head … It was 
always about the Gospel.”

Following the death 
of Walorski, Universi-
ty of Notre Dame Pres-
ident Rev. John I. Jen-
kins, C.S.C., released a 
statement mourning the 
death of the Congress-
woman. Jenkins stated, 
“She was always a gracious 
and welcoming supporter 
of Notre Dame students 
in Washington, D.C., 
and frequently invited 
our faculty to testify on 
issues before Congress.” 

Acknowledging Walor-
ski’s position as the House 
Representative for Notre 
Dame and the surround-

ing community, Jenkins 
continued, “Congress-
woman Walorski was also 
an advocate and supporter 

of key initiatives on cam-
pus, including the Notre 
Dame Wilson Sheehan 
Lab for Economic Op-
portunities and its im-
portant work of build-
ing evidence and data to 
strengthen anti-poverty 
intervention programs.” 

Ambassador Joe Don-
nelly, a Notre Dame 
alumnus and current 
U.S. Ambassador to the 
Holy See, commented on 
Walorski’s love for Notre 
Dame: “[Notre Dame] is 
a huge part of the fabric 
of our community. I know 

what a big fan she was.” 
Donnelly, who served as 

Indiana’s 2nd District rep-
resentative before Walor-

ski and later as a U.S 
Senator for Indiana, con-
tinued, “We both lived 
and died by the Fight-
ing Irish. She always had 
a smile on her face when 
Notre Dame would win.” 

At Congresswom-
an Walorksi’s funeral, 
held at Granger Com-
munity Church, House 
Minority Leader Kev-
in McCarthy (R-CA) re-
counted how Walorski 
took him to his first No-
tre Dame football game 
years ago. When he did 
not have any cold weath-

er gear, Walorski offered 
him her husband’s coat. 

Considered one of the 
emerging leaders of the 
Republican Party, Walor-
ski served as the Rank-
ing Member of the House 
Ethics Committee and 
served on the powerful 
House Committee on 
Ways and Means. During 
her tenure, Walorski was 
committed to expand-
ing support for Veterans, 
combatting childhood 
poverty, reforming mil-
itary sexual assault pro-
tections, and much more.

Walorski also commit-
ted her time as a Congress-
woman to protecting the 
unborn. A member of the 
Susan B. Anthony’s List 
Pro-Life Caucus, Walorski 
held an A+ voting record 
in defending the unborn, 
and just weeks before her 
death voted “No” on the 
Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act that seeks to re-
peal almost all abortion 
restrictions nationwide. 

In 2017, Walorski made 
statewide headlines after 
attempting to block the 
creation of Whole Wom-
en’s Health, an abortion 
facility in South Bend. 
While her efforts failed, 
Walorski would later join 
her fellow constituents in 
praying just outside the 
clinic for the sanctity of 
life. In 2021, Walorski 
discussed how her and her 
fellow pro-life constituents 
were threatened by a car 
that attempted to swerve 

into their lawful gath-
ering outside the clinic. 

Despite the attempt-
ed intimidation, Walor-
ski wrote, “The Hoosiers 
I met that day work tire-
lessly to defend the most 
vulnerable among us, the 
unborn. They will not be 
silenced or intimidated by 
threats or acts of violence 
from radical activists who 
want to deny others their 
First Amendment rights.” 

On August 20, the Re-
publican Party of Indi-
ana selected Rudy Yakam 
to replace Walorski on 
November's ballot. Ya-
kam, a former campaign 
staffer for Walorski and 
Elkhart business execu-
tive, won the nomination 
after receiving the en-
dorsement of Walorski’s 
husband, Dean Swihart. 
Yakam, who is committed 
to continuing the work of 
Walorski in Congress, is 
a heavy favorite to defeat 
Democrat Paul Steury in 
the November election. 

Nico Schmitz is a junior 
from Pasadena, California 
majoring in the Program 
of Liberal Studies with mi-
nors in constitutional stud-
ies and theology. When he 
is not wandering around 
the lakes or playing wiffle 
ball on Baumer Bay, you 
can find him reading in 
CoMo. Send him your opin-
ions at nschmit2@nd.edu
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existing Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) 
program. Borrowers will 
only have to pay five per-
cent per month instead of 
the current ten percent in 
order to keep their loan. 
Under PSLF, borrowers 
with original loan balanc-
es of $12,000 or less will 
have their loan completely 
forgiven after 10 years. In 
addition to these changes, 
“The President will con-
tinue to fight to double 
the maximum Pell Grant 
and make community col-
lege free,” according to 
the White House website.

Student loan forgive-
ness aims at  positive ef-
fects for the economy such 
as increasing consumer 
spending for individuals 
who benefit. The White 
House mentioned  a nurse 
who makes $77,000 an-
nually and spends an av-
erage of $295 per month 
to pay off her loans as 
an example of someone 
who would benefit from 
the plan. Under this pol-
icy, her monthly average 
payment would decrease 
to $61, leaving her with 
$234 more to spend each 
month. The hope behind 
the plan is that this mon-
ey would be added back 
into the economy and in-
crease consumer spending.

Some economists warn 

that these drastic chang-
es to American economic 
policy could also have neg-
ative effects. According to 
the Brookings Institution, 
student loan forgiveness 

will cost taxpayers $373 
billion and its benefits 
will not be equally distrib-
uted among Americans.

Brookings compared 
the cost of a one-time 

$10,000 debt cancellation 
against cumulative spend-
ing on several of the coun-
try’s welfare and benefit 
programs from 2000 to 
2019. Brookings found if 

all 43 million people el-
igible take advantage of 
the debt cancellation, it 
“would involve a trans-
fer that is about as large 
as the country has spent 

on welfare since 2000 and 
exceeds the amount spent 
since then on feeding 
hungry school children 
in high-poverty schools 
through the school break-

fast and lunch program.” 
The White House esti-

mates that nearly 45 mil-
lion people will be eligi-
ble for the program, and 
those who received Pell 

Grants may receive twice 
as much as those who do 
not. These differences will 
cost taxpayers even more 
money and even further 
exceed the cost of wel-

fare and other programs.
According to Brookings’ 

statistics about the per-
centage of students who 
receive a college education 
within each income brack-

et, “beneficiaries of across-
the-board student loan for-
giveness would be higher 
income [and] better edu-
cated … than beneficiaries 
of just about all other pro-
grams designed to reduce 
hardship and promote 
opportunity and targeted 
to those who need help.” 

Forbes Magazine 
warned that student loan 
forgiveness could be “un-
fair” to certain groups of 
people, including those 
that do not have student 
loans, those with private 
student debt, and those 
who did not go to college: 
“For many, wide-scale stu-
dent loan forgiveness not 
only feels like wealth dis-
tribution but also feels like 
a slap in the face to work-
ing Americans who also 
have financial struggles.”

Margaret Mathis is a 
sophomore classics major 
pursuing minors in consti-
tutional studies and busi-
ness economics. Margaret 
loves sewing and hopes to 
become an attorney. When 
she is not narrowly escap-
ing trademark infringement 
while hand-sewing the No-
tre Dame logo onto every-
thing she owns, she can be 
found translating Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses in Hes-
burgh library. Reach out to 
her at mmathis@nd.edu.
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18th-century Japan. Far 
from a dry historical ac-
count, the book enters 
deeply into the psychology 
of the missionaries, taking 
the reader along for the tu-
multuous journey, both 
geographical and spiritu-
al, on which the mission-
aries embarked. The book, 
translated from its origi-
nal Japanese by William 
Johnston, is starkly beau-
tiful but, psychological-
ly speaking, is not an easy 
read. Prolonged scenes of 
torture and martyrdom 
vividly convey the suffer-
ing of the missionaries and 
the Japanese Christians, 
and, even more difficult, 
the stream-of-conscious-
ness-esque writing that 
constitutes much of the 
book brings readers into 
the excruciating crises of 
faith experienced by the 
characters. The strength of 
the book lies in its raw por-
trayal of characters’ psy-
chology and its resistance 
of the tendency to neat-
ly resolve their struggles.

Nico Schmitz,
 Managing Editor, 
Of Gods and Men 

This 2010 French drama 
directed by Xavier Beau-
vois depicts a historical ac-
count of a small commu-
nity of French Cistercian 
monks amidst the dangers 
of the 1996 Algerian Civ-
il War. Beauvois uses the 
spirit of monastic life to 
dramatically explore the 
brothers’ choice whether 
to leave Algeria in the face 
of certain death. Whether 
it be the use of prolonged 
silence, sacred music, and 
overall simplicity, Beau-
vois’ film offers a chance 
to meditate on the nature 
of discernment, especially 
with respect to one’s com-
munity. Unlike many oth-
er Catholic films, Of Gods 
and Men depicts the na-
ture of a lived Christian 
life while also illuminat-
ing the deep spiritual life 
that upholds the active 
life of a disciple. While 
slow at times, Of Gods and 
Men is a must-see for any 
Catholic adult looking 
for spiritual nourishment, 
as it allows for contem-
plation, which is rare for 
any modern religious film.

 
Elizabeth Hale, 
Culture Editor, 

Perelandra by C.S. Lewis

“It is not for nothing 
that you are named Ran-
som.” Though Perelandra 
is the second book in C.S. 
Lewis’s The Space Trilogy, 
it is incredible in its own 
right and can be read as a 
stand-alone novel (though 

I’m going to cheat and rec-
ommend that you read 
Out of the Silent Planet, 
too). The story follows El-
win Ransom, newly re-
turned from Mars, as he is 
called by God—“Maleld-
il”—back into space and 
onto the planet Venus 
(Perelandra) for an un-
known mission. Soon after 
he lands, Ransom encoun-
ters a woman-like alien, 
unfallen and completely 
vulnerable to the preda-
tions of the Devil—“the 
Un-man”—who landed 
on the planet shortly after 
Ransom. It is in encoun-
tering these creatures that 
he discovers his purpose 
on that Edenic planet. Per-
elandra is a striking reflec-
tion on the implications 
of the Fall and how grace 
acts in our lives. Lewis re-
imagines human encoun-
ters with the divine, and 
he bestows on the reader 
a sense of all that we lost 
in Eden. Reading Pere-
landra made me long for 
goodness and detest evil 
to a degree that I have not 
experienced in any oth-
er book, and it deepened 
my understanding of sin, 
corruption, and redemp-
tion. So, if you ever desire 
to feel a little more deep-
ly the weightiness of the 
cosmic battle being waged 
over your soul, I high-
ly recommend you read 
C.S. Lewis’s Perelandra.

Paul Howard,
 Religion Editor, 

The Glory of Polyphony

In this six-part podcast 
series for the BBC, famed 
director and founder of 
the Tallis Scholars Peter 
Phillips gives a thorough 
crash course on the most 
important choral compos-
ers of the Renaissance peri-
od. In addition to present-
ing insights about great 
compositions of the past, 
Phillips presents the con-
texts in which the pieces 
were written. From Wil-
liam Byrd’s recusancy and 
subsequent persecution in 
Elizabethan England to 
the crimes of Carlo Ge-
sualdo in Italy, listeners 
will learn about the var-
ied lives of some of his-
tory’s most creative musi-
cians. Beyond the lessons 
it teaches, The Glory of 
Polyphony is also sure to 
help listeners relax. The 
calming timbre of Phillips’ 
speaking voice and sooth-
ing sounds of the world’s 
best choirs are perfect for 
winding down after a long 
day. If you would like an 
introduction to the tran-
scendent serenity or dev-
astating grief that the sa-
cred music of the past can 
elicit even today, then set 
aside half an hour of your 
day, plug in your head-
phones, and press play!

William Smith,
 Campus Co-Editor, 
Till We Have Faces: A 

Myth Retold by C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis’s Till We Have 
Faces retells the myth of 
Cupid and Psyche through 
a Christian lens. The sto-
ry centers around the roy-
al family of the fantastical 
kingdom of Glome: King 
Trom and the three prin-
cesses—Orual, Redival, 
and Istra. Orual narrates 
her experiences as the ugly 
daughter of a cruel King, 
the caretaker of a beau-
tiful younger half-sister, 
and the heir of a struggling 
kingdom. The interplay 
of jealousy and love, wis-
dom and ignorance, gods 
and humanity complicate 
and enrich the already ad-
venturesome storyline. In 
many ways, each encoun-
ter between characters be-
comes an embodiment 
of some of the most puz-
zling and pressing ques-
tions of life: What does it 

mean to love others? How 
do humans find happi-
ness? Why does God re-
main silent and hidden? 
There are few works that 
so brilliantly and creatively 
address some of the deep-
est questions of the hu-
man heart. This book is 
worth reading for the pure 
enjoyment of exploring 
the stories of a Greek-in-
spired land and the pro-
found layers of meaning 
that continue to be retold 
in our daily lives and the 
lives of those around us.  

Catalina Scheider 
Galiñanes,
 Social Media 

Co-Coordinator,
 Gilead by Marilynne 

Robinson

This novel follows Con-
gregationalist minister 
John Ames’ telling of his 
life to his son. An aged 
man with a young wife and 
child, John faces his own 
mortality and the deep 
spiritual battles which de-
fine every human life. Set 
in the fictitious town of 
Gilead, Iowa, from the 
1880s to the mid 1950s, 
the work delves into theo-
logical themes of rejection 
and redemption while also 
engaging the reader with 
stories of John’s grandfa-

ther, father, and upbring-
ing. In its telling of John’s 
many solitary years and 
trials, Gilead grapples with 
human loneliness and the 
sense of loss that comes 
with the passage of time. 
Marilynne Robinson’s por-
trayal of fatherhood and 
community life offers both 
comedic and tragic in-
sights into the importance 
of family bonds and place. 
Ames’s deep internal life 
brought me to tears, and 
the novel shares a beauti-
ful American story of fam-
ily, forgiveness, and death.

William White,
 Webmaster,

 Rebel Yell: The Violence, 
Passion, and Redemption of 
Stonewall Jackson by S.C. 

Gwynne

S.C. Gwynne’s well-writ-
ten and engaging biog-
raphy catalogs the career 
of one of the Civil War’s 
most enduring and puz-
zling characters: Thomas 

“Stonewall” Jackson. The 
man was both a living puz-
zle and a genius for war. 
How did a failed, strange, 
and eccentric  college pro-
fessor become one of the 
most successful and bril-
liant leaders and generals 
of the Civil War? How did 
a deeply devout Christian 
and loving husband be-
come one of the war’s most 
ruthless warriors? How did 
a man who started a Sun-
day school for African 
Americans, much to the 
derision of his neighbors, 
own slaves and fight for 
the Confederacy? How did 
a loyal officer turn against 
his country and even his 
birthplace? S.C. Gwynne 
masterfully interweaves 
the tale of Jackson's per-
sonal life into the wider 
story of the bloodiest con-
flict in American history. It 
is a thoroughly enjoyable 
and very fairly written bi-
ography of one of the most 
enigmatic figures in the 
history of the Civil War.

Lauren Douglas, 
Social Media 

Co-Coordinator, 
Emma by Jane Austen

Jane Austen is, by all ac-
counts, one of the great-
est female writers to have 
ever lived. Contrary to 

popular opinion, though, 
I would say that Emma, 
Austen’s fourth published 
novel, is not only brilliant-
ly written, but also one of 
the most profound works 
of fiction I have had the 
pleasure of reading. Emma 
centers on the happen-
ings of the small town of 
Highbury and the titular 
character’s efforts to “make 
matches” for all of her 
dearest friends. Still, de-
spite Emma Woodhouse’s 
best intentions, her ef-
forts are thwarted by her 
sheltered upbringing and 
frivolous inattention to 
the feelings of others. Aus-
ten crafts the character of 
Emma so that she is en-
tirely unlikeable yet per-
fectly human. Austen goes 
to great lengths to explain 
the intricacies of British 
society, and she helps the 
reader understand and 
love her character.. Indeed, 
Austen’s true genius in 
Emma is not the plot but 
the characters. Austen in-

troduces a massive cast of 
characters that could easily 
fall into either monotony 
or caricature, but neither 
happens. Emma is truly 
a masterclass in nuanced 
writing of a large cast of 
characters that transports 
the reader to the beauty 
and chaos of everyday life.

 
Mia Tiwana, 

Layout Manager, 
The Prize: The Epic 

Quest for Oil, Money, and 
Power by Daniel Yergin

Energy politics is at the 
forefront of American po-
litical discourse, and ev-
eryone seems to claim a 
stake in expertise. But any-
one who claims to know 
something about the pol-
itics of energy must be-
gin with Daniel Yergin’s 
book. Yergin tells a histo-
ry of  that world-changing, 
murderous, slick source of 
wealth: oil. The age-old 
resource only dominated 
the economy at the turn 
of the 20th century. This 
book will make any read-
er exclaim, “Oil causes ev-
erything!” From war to 
democratization, oil fun-
damentally shapes our lives 
in a mode almost com-
pletely unknown by the 
general public. The book 
reads like a novel you can’t 

put down, but contains sig-
nificant scientific theories 
on how oil has blessed—
and plagued—our world.

Mary Rice,
 Campus Co-Editor, 
Mere Christianity by 

C.S. Lewis

“What can you ever re-
ally know of other people’s 
souls—of their tempta-
tions, their opportunities, 
their struggles? One soul 
in the whole of creation 
you do know: and it is 
the only one whose fate 
is placed in your hands. If 
there is a God, you are, in 
a sense, alone with Him.” 
C.S. Lewis offers a sim-
ple, colloquial defense of 
Christianity in this short 
work. Originally deliv-
ered as radio broadcasts 
during the World War II, 
his published book begins 
with a lighthearted phil-
osophical discussion of 
what it means to be hu-
man and how to under-
stand the world through 
the lens of a Christian. 
Lewis argues for the ratio-
nality of the Christian po-
sition and for its increased 
necessity in a world los-
ing its grasp on faith. 

Luke Thompson, 
Politics Editor, 

Belfast 

This very loosely auto-
biographical film writ-
ten and directed by sea-
soned filmmaker Kenneth 
Branagh tells the story of a 
young boy growing up in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 
in the midst of one of the 
most violent early episodes 
of The Troubles. While the 
film does not attempt to 
present a complete picture 
of the deep cultural and re-
ligious conflict that frames 
the story, it does none-
theless present a beauti-
ful story about the worth 
of deeply historic, organ-
ic communities and the 
ways that they can deteri-
orate. Accented by a won-
derful original soundtrack 
from Belfast native Van 
Morrison, the narrative of 
the film centers around 
a creeping decision fac-
ing the young boy’s fam-
ily about whether to stay 
in their ancestral home of 
Belfast—where they have 
lived among the same fam-
ilies for generations—or to 
move away to escape the 
increasing violence plagu-
ing their streets. The film 
does a fantastic job of ex-
ploring the tension be-
tween protecting one’s 
family from clear threats 
of harm and losing out 
on the deep benefits of 
growing up embedded in 
a tightly knit and histor-
ically thick community.  
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Given the Rov-
er’s summer 
publishing hi-

atus, we have compiled, 
compressed, and con-
densed many of our 
would-be headlines from 
the summer months into 
one brief article for our 
readers’ convenience.

The priests of Holy 
Cross had a particularly 
busy vacation. Fr. Brian 
Ching, enjoying his new-
found downtime, began 
homebrewing. Jealous of 
the Carthusians, he in-
vented a “completely new” 
liqueur which he is call-
ing “Chingtreuse.” 170 
proof and a sinister dark 
red color, you can try his 
new limited-batch liqueur 
at the Whiskey Exchange 
by slipping the bartender 
a $2 bill, or you can vis-
it the Crypt’s speakeasy.

Taking advantage of the 
quiet campus in the sum-
mer, Fr. Jenkins took up 
a habit of long walks in 
prayer. On one occasion, 
Fr. Jenkins miraculous-
ly entered a religious ec-
stasy. Unfortunately, this 
rendered his senses use-
less and he could not per-

ceive the incoming elec-
tric scooters. Even more 
outrageously, this acci-
dent occurred on the 14th 
floor of the library. Ac-
cordingly, the University 
has cracked down on elec-
tric scooters campuswide.

There was a particular 
scandal when the Rover 
discovered that the Syn-
odic Synod of Synodality 
was an elaborate scheme. 
Fr. Pete confessed to or-
chestrating the whole 

thing and laughed, say-
ing, “I can’t believe no 
one suspected me. Syno-
dality isn’t even a word!” 
When asked why he would 
commit such a large-scale 
and morally ambiguous 
fraud, he confessed that he 

could not think of a bet-
ter way to learn how the 
students really felt about 
him. As synod partici-
pants may remember, the 
final question of each lis-
tening session was, “What 

makes Fr. Pete so great?”
Turning now towards 

the happenings outside of 
the C.S.C., the de Nico-
la Center for Ethics and 
Culture experienced an 
unprecedented number of 
paper submissions for their 

Fall Conference (Nov. 
10-12). Overwhelmed 
and tired, the higher-ups 
at the Center opted to 
throw out all the submis-
sions. Instead of the usu-
al panel format, this year’s 

conference will just be 3 
10-hour sessions of Alas-
dair MacIntyre speaking 
about whatever he wants. 
The Center was pleasant-
ly surprised by the feed-
back on the decision—
turns out, most folks 

attend the conference just 
to hear MacIntyre anyway.

And finally, after its 
commercial success open-
ing a branch in Duncan, 
Chick-fil-A will be open-
ing mini-restaurants in-

side of every dorm. Chick-
fil-A’s chief marketing 
officer, drunk off pow-
er and Chingtreuse, per-
suaded the higher-ups of 
Residential Life to open 
31 new locations with-
in the dorm buildings 
themselves. (N.B. the 
only dorm not to receive 
a Chick-fil-A is Carroll 
Hall; representatives from 
Chick-fil-A admitted that 
it was simply too long of 
a walk.) Students who 
wish to patronize their 
in-resident Chick-fil-A’s 
need only visit the sacris-
ty of their dorm chapel, 
where the mini-restau-
rants have opened shop.

James Whitaker is a grad-
uate student in the theol-
ogy department. Although 
he has no experience in se-
rious journalism, he would 
like to be made the Rov-
er’s new editor-in-chief. 
Sign his petition by email-
ing jwhitak5@nd.edu.
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Anthony’s production of 
the Bard’s famous tragedy 
shifts the setting from the 
medieval town of Verona, 
Italy to “Verona Palms,” a 
wealthy community which 
bears some similarities to 
Palm Springs, California. 
Though it is never stated 
explicitly, the costumes 
and props suggest that the 
story is set sometime in 
the twenty-first century. 

The decision to tell the 
story in a more mod-
ern, familiar setting may 
be dismissed by some as 
change simply for the 
sake of a change. An-
thony denies these alle-
gations. In an interview 
with the South Bend Tri-
bune, Anthony said, “For a 
lot of young people, their 

only real experience with 
Shakespeare is ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ in their ninth 
grade English class.” For 
many of these students, 
the setting of the story is 
so far in the past that they 
fail to fully appreciate it. 

By changing the inci-
dentals, the play becomes 
far more accessible to the 
modern viewer. Anthony 
says that the changes she 
made, far from detracting 
from the story, actually 
help the play stay true to its 
original spirit. When “Ro-
meo and Juliet” was first 
performed in 1597, the 
audience was not meant 
to view the performance as 
something that took place 
in the far-distant past. 
“Shakespeare was writing 
to the audience he was 
writing to,” says Antho-
ny in her interview with 

WNIT, “and we do the 
same.” Thus, cloaks and 
boots and feathered hats 
become suits and slides 

and baseball caps. “Ro-
meo and Juliet” sudden-
ly becomes more familiar, 
and therefore more ac-
cessible, argues Anthony. 

 A shift like this is not 
without its challenges, es-

pecially since the produc-
tion stuck to the original 
script. Yet it is precisely 
in overcoming these chal-

lenges that the NDSF Pro-
fessional Company dis-
plays its creativity. For 
instance, there is a number 
of fight scenes through-
out the play. In some cas-
es, such as in the skirmish 

which leaves Tybalt and 
Mercutio dead, Shakes-
pere specifically mentions 
the sharp, slender swords 
called “rapiers.” Most 
modern people do not car-
ry rapiers; and so, in these 
cases, the characters arm 
themselves with fencing 
swords (fencing seems a 
plausible enough pastime 
of the wealthy citizens of 
Verona Palms) and en-
gage in swordplay. In oth-
er cases, such as the brawl 
that occurs at the begin-
ning of the story, Shake-
speare uses the more gen-
eral term “weapon,” giving 
the characters the freedom 
to enter the fray with all 
manner of modern appli-
ances: a bat, a golf club, 
and even a weedwacker.

In these ways and more, 
the Professional Compa-
ny was able to produce a 

show that stayed true to 
Shakespeare, but was at 
the same time accessible 
and engaging for a modern 
audience. After their per-
formance on August 27, 
the cast received a stand-
ing ovation. Now that the 
curtain has gone down on 
Chris Anthony’s “Romeo 
and Juliet,” fans of the 
Bard are left anticipating 
what next year’s Shake-
speare Festival will bring. 

Jack Thornton is a soph-
omore majoring in philos-
ophy and theology. He can 
often be found in the read-
ing room of Baumer Hall 
during weekdays between 
the hours of 11pm and 3am; 
he can also be reached via 
email at jthorn22@nd.edu. 
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In September 1984, 
the Governor of New 
York, Mario Cuomo, 

was invited to the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame to de-
liver a speech: “Religious 
Belief and Public Moral-
ity: A Catholic Gover-
nor’s Perspective.” In this 
speech, Cuomo introduces 
a new argument for Cath-
olics in politics that con-
tinues to influence Catho-
lic politicians to this day.

Cuomo affirms sev-
eral times in his speech 
the teachings of Catholic 
bishops on all matters of 
faith and morals: “I accept 
the bishops’ position that 
abortion is to be avoided.” 
He also makes the case 
that there is no obliga-
tion for him to implement 
these beliefs into public 
policy, saying “to assure 
our freedom, we must al-
low others the same free-
dom. Even if occasion-
ally, it produces conduct 
by them which we would 
hold to be sinful.” Cuo-

mo’s argument very obvi-
ously addresses one issue 
where there’s no question: 
the Church’s absolute 
opposition to abortion. 

For Cuomo, abortion 
is merely a religious issue, 
with any position regard-
ed as just one of many 
theological perspectives 
and any attempt to re-
strict abortion considered 
a violation of religious lib-
erty. He is not the first to 
dismiss the pro-life move-
ment in this way, but pub-
lic perception of abor-
tion as a “Catholic” issue 
has dominated the pro-
life movement ever since. 

Concerns about Cath-
olic politicians and pub-
lic morality go back to 
the election of President 
John F. Kennedy in 1960 
and monopolized the po-
litical sphere through-
out the 1984 presiden-
tial campaign. Incumbent 
President Ronald Reagan 
was running for reelec-
tion against Walter Mon-
dale and Geraldine Fer-
raro for the Democratic 
Party, the latter being 
the first female vice-pres-
idential nominee, pro-
choice, and a Catholic. 

Ferraro was frequent-
ly questioned by pub-
lic figures on both sides 

of the aisle, resulting in 
months of coverage fo-
cusing on Ferraro’s faith 
and how it might impact 
support for a ban on abor-
tion. Many Church lead-
ers were distressed at the 
public misrepresentation 
of the Catholic Church 
by Catholic pro-choice 
politicians like Ferra-
ro, including Archbishop 
John J. O’Connor of New 
York—who was quoted 
in a New York Times ar-
ticle saying of taxpayer 
funded abortion policies, 
“I don’t see how a Cath-
olic in good conscience 
can vote for a politician 
who explicitly favors abor-
tion.” At the same time 
this controversy was rag-
ing, Cuomo’s well-timed 
speech at Notre Dame es-
tablished the credibility 
of Catholic Democratic 
politicians who publicly 
advocated for pro-abor-
tion policies while “pri-
vately maintaining” the 
belief, in accord with 
Catholic teaching, that 
abortion is a moral evil. 

From then on, the pro-
choice Catholic was val-
idated and the secular 
voter could elect a Cath-
olic without threaten-
ing abortion access. Cuo-
mo created the room for 

Catholic politicians like 
Ferraro to comfortably 
“accept” Church teaching 
on abortion, while con-
tinuing to advocate for 
abortion access on the po-
litical stage. He had suc-
cessfully fabricated the 
idea that one might be 
personally pro-life, but 
politically otherwise.

Since 1984, the “per-
sonally pro-life” identi-
ty has only grown, using 
Cuomo’s arguments to 
weed pro-life politicians 
out of the Democratic 
Party. Andrew Cuomo, 
another former governor 
of New York, wrote in an 
Op-Ed for the New York 
Times about abortion: “As 
a Roman Catholic, I am 
intimately familiar with 
the strongly held views 
of the Church. Still, I do 
not believe that religious 
values should drive polit-
ical positions.” He goes 
on to insinuate that any 
action to restrict abor-
tion would be a violation 
of the Constitution under 
the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment. 

President Joe Biden 
once disagreed, in 1997 
strongly supporting the 
Hyde Amendment, which 
prohibits federal fund-
ing of elective abortions, 

saying “those of us who 
are opposed to abortion 
should not be compelled 
to pay for them.” Howev-
er, in a more recent inter-
view with the Jesuit mag-
azine America, Biden says 
that while he is “prepared 
to accept that at the mo-
ment of conception there 
is human life and being,” 
he is not prepared to “im-
pose a precise view that 
is born out of [his] faith 
[on] other people who 
are equally God-fearing, 
equally as committed to 
life, equally as commit-
ted to the sanctity of life.” 

Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi has often 
used her faith to justify 
abortion, often in pursuit 
of radical abortion policy. 
In a floor speech for the 
Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act, she said “I come 
to this as a Catholic moth-
er of five in six years and 
one week … with the rec-
ognition that it was my 
husband and I—our deci-
sion. It was our decision. 
And we should not, in this 
body or in that Court, 
be making decisions for 
the women in America.” 

As Catholics, we pro-
fess a faith that attests 
to the dignity of all hu-
man beings, regardless of 

race, sex, disability, or age. 
No moral conviction is ab-
sent a grounding in some 
religion or faith. Many 
oppose the death penalty 
on account of their faith 
and morals—including 
Mario Cuomo. Others 
oppose unjust discrimina-
tion according to the same 
principle, a recognition of 
the dignity of the human 
person. If abortion legis-
lation is considered im-
posing a religious belief, 
should these other views, 
then, be barred from in-
fluencing legislation? 

Catholic teaching will 
never be understood to 
endorse abortion. One 
cannot uphold the sanc-
tity of human life or pro-
fess the desire to respect 
human dignity, on the 
basis of faith, while advo-
cating for pro-choice pol-
icies. Every politician is 
expected to prudently use 
their own moral judgment 
when legislating and form-
ing public policy. Catholic 
politicians are just as sub-
ject to this expectation as 
politicians of any other 
faith, and moral judge-
ments about abortion 
should be no exception.

Lucy Florenzo ‘26
Merlot Fogarty ‘24
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The hypocrisy of a personally pro-life ‘Catholic’ politician
Lucy Florenzo

Merlot Fogarty

The pro-life 
standpoint is 
not a matter of 
Church and state

Specifically, she pointed 
to the bill’s exemption of 
physicians from the crime 
of feticide as a failure of 
the state’s “duty to protect 

life in law,” a dereliction 
that she says puts “count-
less children’s lives at stake” 
by allowing “abortion-
ists to continue perform-
ing abortions free of pen-
alty.” Lastly, she expressed 
her disappointment that 

the final bill did not in-
clude a proposed amend-
ment to allow the Indiana 
Attorney General to step 
in when local prosecutors 
refuse to enforce the law, 
as some local prosecutors 
have hinted they might. 

The depth of the discon-
tent felt by many members 
of the pro-life movement, 
even as they win victories 
that apparently far sur-
pass any in the last sever-
al decades, could point to 
a tension that opponents 

of abortion will experience 
in a post-Dobbs world.

Luke Thompson is a ju-
nior from Flagstaff, Arizona 
majoring in the Program of 
Liberal Studies, political sci-
ence, and theology. A proud 
resident of distant Carroll 

Hall, he can often be found 
speed walking across campus 
to avoid being late to class 
again. Please reach out to 
him at lthomps7@nd.edu.
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