
The Center for 
Citizenship and 
C o n s t i t u t i o n -

al Government (CCCG) 
hosted Notre Dame Pro-
fessor James Otteson and 
Hillsdale College Lectur-
er Michael Anton to de-
bate the morality of mar-
kets on March 24 in 

the Jordan Auditorium.
The discussion was for-

matted as a modified Lin-
coln-Douglas debate with 
Otteson going first for 12 
minutes, followed by An-
ton for 18 minutes, and 
finishing with 6 more min-
utes from Otteson. Then, 
there was time allotted for 
questions from the inter-
locutors and the audience. 

In his opening remarks, 
Otteson, a professor of 
business ethics, suggested 
it was not proper to evalu-
ate the morality of markets 
since markets, unlike in-
dividuals, are not free and 
rational beings with moral 

agency. He suggested, “Any 
criticism we would raise of 
bad choices should always 
begin with the agents mak-
ing those choices, not with 
the instruments they use to 
effectuate their choices.”

Students found Otteson’s 
initial clarification helpful 
in unpacking the rest of the 
debate. Blake Perry, a se-
nior finance major, said, “I 
think [Otteson’s] distinc-
tion is really insightful for 
thinking about free market 
economics, as many critics 
of market economies often 
direct their moral criticism 
at the market itself, when 
t h e i r 

Indiana became the 
twelfth state to pro-
hibit doctors from pro-

viding medical gender tran-
sition services to minors on 
April 5 when SB 480 was 
signed into law. The new 
law defines gender transi-
tion procedures such as hor-
mone therapy and gender 
reassignment surgeries per-
formed on minors as a vi-
olation of “the standards 
of the [medical] practice.” 

Such a designation means 
that doctors who violate 
this law “will be subject to 
discipline by the board reg-
ulating the physician or 
practitioner.” Additional-
ly, doctors who continue to 
perform such procedures 
on minors will be civil-
ly liable for damages in-
curred by the patients and 
their families under the law. 

Lawmakers in the Indi-
ana State Senate that draft-
ed and proposed the new 
law cited the irreversible na-
ture of such gender transi-
tion procedures as a reason 
to ban their use for minors. 

Notre Dame 
will have a Eu-
charistic pro-

cession on campus on 
April 23 after the noon 
Basilica Mass. Orga-
nized by the Militia of 
the Immaculata, a stu-
dent-run club, it will be 
the first Eucharistic pro-
cession at Notre Dame 
since a 2013 procession 
organized by Brett Per-
kins from Campus Min-
istry and student leaders 
from Notre Dame, Saint 
Mary’s, and Holy Cross. 

In anticipation of 

the event, Alex White, 
C.S.C., a fifth-year 
seminarian in tempo-
rary vows, current mas-
ters student, and grad-
uate of Notre Dame, 
decided to host catechet-
ically-focused Eucharis-
tic Formation sessions. 
These sessions, intended 
for undergraduate stu-
dents, prepared them for 
the procession and mo-
tivated them to involve 
the rest of campus in it. 

The procession was 
spurred by the Eucha-
ristic Revival, a two-year 
initiative of the Unit-
ed States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USC-
CB) that began on June 
19, 2022, the Feast of 
Corpus Christi. Professor 
Tim O’Malley, the Aca-
demic Director of Notre 

Dame Center for Liturgy 
at the McGrath Institute 
for Church Life, told the 
Rover how the sessions 
related to the USCCB’s 
vision for the Eucharis-
tic Revival: “The Eucha-
ristic Revival is about a 
personal encounter with 
Christ in the Eucharist. 
And for that reason, for-
mation is always person-
al. It involves each of us 
thinking through, imag-
ining anew what it means 
to encounter Christ and 
live a Eucharistic life. Ses-
sions in which we reflect 
upon this are essential.”

Opening the introduc-
tory session in Geddes 
Coffeehouse, White in-
vited participants to share 
stories from their First 
Communion. After that, 
there were three Sun-

day sessions which were 
about one hour each. 
The sessions were entitled 
“Biblical Theology of the 
Eucharist”; “Eucharistic 
Processions: Then and 
Now” and “Evangelizing 
Through the Eucharist.” 
According to White: “The 
format for the sessions 
mirrors the reception of 
revelation. First, we stud-
ied the Biblical theology 
of the Eucharist. Then, 
we studied developments 
of Eucharistic devotion 
throughout history. Fi-
nally, we ended on how 
to share this great gift 
with others, since the Eu-
charist is about self-gift.”

Reflecting on what she 
had learned at the ses-
sions, Alexandra Buchl-
mayer, a junior at Holy 

The Notre Dame 
Bagpipe Band 
is a now-icon-

ic fixture of game days, 
but it is a relatively new 
tradition. Founded in 
1949, the band only 
started marching into 
the stadium in 2011.

According to the Bag-
pipe Band’s website, bag-
pipes were first intro-

duced in 1949 when the 
Irish Guard began march-
ing with the Notre Dame 
marching band. Origi-
nally formed as a bagpip-
ing unit, the Irish Guard 
became purely ceremoni-
al in 1954, as it was soon 
discovered that bagpipes 
are not fit for a marching 
band. The cold air of a fall 
day in South Bend made 
moisture condense on 
the reeds, deadening the 
sound of the pipes, and the 
relatively few number of 
pipers were drowned out 
by the roar of the stadium.

It wasn’t until 1987 
that bagpipes were played 

throughout campus again. 
Paul Herren, a sophomore 
at the time, was an “avid 
piper” and formed an of-
ficial student club, which 
brought the bagpipes back 
to campus. However, now 
unaffiliated with the Irish 
Guard, the band was not 
allowed to wear the Notre 
Dame tartan. Instead, the 
bagpipers tied bed sheets 
around their waists in 
place of kilts as they per-
formed at small events. 

In 2000, a number 
of freshman pipers ar-
rived on campus, and 
the band continued to 
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Student Body Presi-
dent Daniel Jung and 
Vice President Aidan 

Rezner took office on Sat-
urday, April 1, relieving the 
Lee-Stitt administration. The 
pair of sophomores won the 
student government elections 
on February 9 with just over 
50% of total votes, a mar-
gin of 22 percentage points 
over the second-place cam-
paign of Derrick Williams 
and Hunter Brooke and 28 
points above Pablo Orope-
za and Griffin McAndrew.

The duo has been hard at 
work preparing to assume of-
fice. Jung emphasized how 
smoothly the transition has 
gone. “[Lee-Stitt] have been 
incredible!—super open, al-
ways willing to give us re-
sources, help set up meet-
ings—they really have been a 
guiding and mentoring force 
in this transition. We’re real-
ly excited to implement and 
continue some of the stuff 
that they’ve been doing. But 
we also want to go our own 
way, and we want to do things 
that we’re passionate about.”

One of the things the new 
administration will be con-
tinuing is the recently resur-
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My past, O 
Lord, to 
Thy mer-

cy; my present, to 
Thy love; my future, 
to Thy providence.” - 
St. Pio of Pietrelcina

A Lifetime Burn-
ing in Every Moment

“There’s just not 
enough time in the 
day.” How often we, es-
pecially as college stu-
dents, hear or feel this 
sentiment. It often feels 
as though we will nev-
er be able to accom-
plish the tasks we have 
been given, that we are 
hopelessly divided, and 
even that we are not ful-
ly free because we are 
not in control of our 
time. This anxiety ex-
tends to time on a larg-
er scale: Have I wast-
ed my time in college? 
Have I met the right 
people? What will the 
next year(s) look like? 

These questions are 
natural, but the only 
way we can advance in 
the spiritual life is to 
habitually decide not 
to entertain such anx-
iety but to live fully in 
the present. This is a 
call for all Christians, 
but especially for those 
of us at Notre Dame, 
who are presented with 
incomparably rich op-
portunities for growth 
as Christians, students, 
friends, and persons.

There are certain pe-
riods of life that seem 
heightened in signifi-
cance—in particular, 
people say that college 
is the best four years of 
your life. It may be; it 
probably won’t be. But 
you will be given cer-
tain moments during 
college which, if re-
ceived as the conduits 
into God’s view of the 
world that they are, can 
become points of con-
version. We are formed 
as we try to learn to 
make friends for the 
first time as function-
ally independent per-
sons. The Lord teaches 
us humility as we learn 
that—despite the fact 
that we can arrange 
our lives essentially as 
we wish in college—we 
are not always in con-
trol. In fact, we are nev-
er ultimately fully in 

control, and our peace 
lies in granting this.

Fr. Jacques Philippe, 
a priest of the Com-
munity of the Beati-
tudes and renowned 
spiritual writer, in his 
book Interior Freedom, 
identifies two types of 
time. He calls these 
the “time of the head” 
and “time of the heart.” 

Time of the head is 
worldly time, which 
we divide, manage, and 
plan. In Fr. Philippe’s 
words, “This kind of 
time always goes either 
too fast or too slowly.” 
This is the “time count-
ed by anxious worried 
women / Lying awake, 
calculating the future, / 
Between midnight and 
dawn, when the past is 
all deception, / The fu-
ture futureless, / before 
the morning watch / 
When time stops and 
time is never ending” in 
the words of T.S. Eliot’s 
Dry Salvages. This is the 
time most of us—espe-
cially college students—
occupy. We constantly 
think, plan, and worry. 
Time is the raw material 
which our powers of will 
and reason must fash-
ion according to their 
(often limited) ability.

Time of the heart, on 
the other hand, is the 
means by which grace 
breaks into our lives. 

It is, according to Fr. 
Philippe, “experienced 
at certain moments 
of happiness or grace, 
though it always ex-
ists. This is God’s time, 
the time of the deep 
rhythms of grace in our 
lives. It is composed of a 
succession of moments 
harmoniously linked.” 
We cannot prompt or 
anticipate these mo-
ments, for God works 
in mysterious ways. 

In Eliot’s poem, this 
type of time can be ex-
perienced only after 
the moment of the In-
carnation: “The point 
of intersection of the 
timeless / With time, is 
an occupation for the 
saint— / No occupa-
tion either, but some-
thing given / And tak-
en, in a lifetime’s death 
in love, / Ardour and 
selflessness and self-sur-
render.” Yet the fact 
that this is for the saint 
is not to discourage or 
distance one from the 
hope contained there-
in, because “there is no 
competition. / … / For 
us, there is only the try-
ing. The rest is not our 
business.” It is, after all, 
the calling of the Chris-
tian to become a saint. 
And the path to saint-
hood always exists in 
the present moment: 
we begin to be con-

formed to the person 
of Christ by trusting 
completely, moment 
by moment, in the per-
fect will of the Father.

Indeed, it is only in 
the present that we are 
truly free, truly able to 
act and to pursue the 
good. This is deeply con-
trary to the all-too-nat-
ural feeling that we are 
most free when we can 
resolve everything from 
our past and plan our 
future in all its minute 
detail. Only when we 
surrender our past to 
God’s mercy and our 
future to God’s prov-
idence can we live in 
God’s peace in the pres-
ent moment. Thus, we 
live “Not the intense 
moment / Isolated, with 
no before or after, / But 
a lifetime burning in 
every moment.” Then, 
our life is integrated in 
itself and with the life 
of the Church and the 
life of God Himself. 

Joshua Gilchrist is a 
senior who is soon to 
graduate from PLS and 
theology. He is seeking 
employment on a South 
Bend farm this sum-
mer; you can reach him 
at jgilchri@nd.edu with 
farm recommendations or 
reflections on T.S. Eliot.
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Josh Gilchrist 
Executive Editor

Josh has been involved 
with the Rover since his 
junior year as staff writ-
er, Campus section Edi-
tor, and Executive Editor. 
He has enjoyed his brief 
stint in reactionary jour-
nalism, but he plans to 
go on to bigger and bet-
ter things after gradua-
tion. He is grateful for 
the friendships forged by 

both the pain and the gid-
diness of 1am publishing 
nights. He will be teach-
ing English in South Ko-
rea on a Fulbright grant 
next year, where he hopes 
to find a Korean Catholic 
bride. Since his editori-
als always ran 400 words 
over the limit, his farewell 
will end here to make up 
for verbosity of the past.

Mia Tiwana 
Layout Manager

Mia has been involved 
with the Rover since her 
freshwoman year—fulfill-
ing positions from staff 
writer to photographer, 
and, most recently, layout 

manager. She has also ful-
filled several of the Rover’s 
quotas. Thank you, Mia. 
For the past two years, 
she has spent most Rover 
publishing nights banish-
ing cured quotation marks 
and gently guiding her ed-
itor-in-chief with his tech-
nological ineptitude (he 
still struggles to print). 
While faithfully plugging 
all the articles into InDe-
sign, she has enjoyed send-
ing particularly off-task 
editors to fetch her cof-
fee at two in the morn-
ing. Mia has been blessed 
by years of producing the 
finest newspaper on Notre 
Dame’s campus; she tru-
ly cherishes the late night 

giggles unleashed by the 
Rover masthead and the 
temporary respect she ex-
periences during publish-
ing night. After graduat-
ing this May, she will be 
marrying her fiancé and 
equal Max Cook, and is 
looking for opportunities 
to work on the East Coast. 

Mary Rice 
Campus Editor

Mary only became in-
volved with the Rover her 
junior year, despite being a 
semi-regular reader during 
her earlier years. Having 
never experienced an edit-
ing or publishing night be-
fore this year, she naively 
agreed to Joe DeReuil’s in-
vitation to be a co-campus 

editor and was pleasantly 
surprised at how quickly 
she adapted to never re-
ceiving responses to in-
terview requests. Working 
with the Rover has afforded 
her several resume-boost-
ing opportunities; these 
include organizational 
skills, speed reading, nav-
igating the Google Drive 
whilst trying to remember 
which issue we’re work-
ing on, and gauging how 
stressed her Editor-in 
Chief could become be-
fore she really needed to 
get to work. She will dearly 
miss the behind-the-scenes 
conversations that breathe 
life into the mission of the 
Rover; those were the times 

when she felt proud to be 
part of this small group of 
people whose love of their 
school and their faith led 
them to pick up the man-
tle of being on the Rov-
er. Next year, she will be 
teaching for the Alliance 
for Catholic Education in 
New Orleans, where she 
will make sure to keep 
her students up to date 
on the latest Rover news.

Brenston is the long-
time canine columnist for 
the Rover. He specializes 
in life advice, but unfor-
tunately to little effect on 
this year’s crop of students.

I am not sure when 
this concept of “faith 
seeking understand-

ing” entered my life, but 
I can testify that reflection 
on it has proved very fruit-
ful. I venture in the fol-
lowing paragraphs to share 
what such reflection, aided 
by grace, brought me to 
understand better and the 
apparent significance of it. 

It is likely that the con-
cept first arose in my mind 
as I tried to make sense 
of what was happening 
in St. Augustine’s Confes-
sions. If the very words, 
“faith seeking understand-
ing,” did not simply jump 
off the page of that book, 
then they were formulated 
for me in the lectures on 
the text by Father Martin 
D’Arcy, the esteemed Brit-
ish Jesuit who oversaw my 
first encounter with Au-
gustine as a college sopho-
more. The concept helped 
me along the way in study-
ing the Epistles of St. Paul, 
and the writings of St. An-
selm for which the concept 
is central, and then espe-
cially in probing the think-
ing of Pascal. What I hope 
to share, however, is not 
material for a paper in the

history of philosophy or 
theology but rather what 
were helpful insights into 
the here and now existen-
tial reality of Christian 
faith. “Faith seeking un-
derstanding” rings true as a 
description of where many 
of us are and, indeed, 
should be. What does it 
mean? What does it entail?

The concept, on the sur-
face, suggests that faith is 
prior to knowing or un-
derstanding, and if faith is 
then not primarily a result 
of our efforts to know and 
comprehend, it seems to 
be something given, a gift. 
The concept appears to ac-
cord well with the tradi-
tional catechetical teach-
ing about faith and the 
other virtues known as the 
theological or supernatu-
ral virtues. Faith, hope and

charity are not our do-
ing except perhaps inso-
far as we order our souls 
to be receptive to such

gifts. A light has ris-
en in the darkness for the 
upright of heart, Ps 112. 
Even then God has played 
the decisive role in posi-
tioning and empowering 
us to recognize and ac-
cept these virtues as the 
key markers of our Chris-
tian life. The precepts of 
the Lord are right, re-
joicing the heart, Ps 19. 

This recognition of a 
believer’s profound de-
pendence on God comes 
only when we can see 
through faith that it was 
God who moved us to 
embrace the truths of 
Christianity. The priority

and giftedness of faith 
is paradoxically only un-
derstood through faith.

Discussions I once had 
with a colleague con-
firmed the priority of faith 
and brought to light some 
of its implications. He 
came to our discussions 
as an agnostic or atheist, 
and those conversations 
were not directly about re-
ligious belief. They dealt 
with teaching methods 

for the philosophical class-
room, and there was very 
much that we agreed on. 
Yet, at some impasse in 
our exchange I happened 
to remark that we should 
pray for faith. He retorted 
in frustration, that to pray 
in order to believe was 

about the most irrational 
act he could imagine. It 
was for him a giant beg-
ging of the question. His 
view was a sensible one 
implying that to seek bet-
ter evidence and/or better 
arguments would be the 
appropriate philosophical 
approach to a weakening 
or endangered faith. That 
encounter made me realize 
that in praying for faith, 
as the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition and its liturgies 
urge on us, we are praying 
for something we already 

have in a sense or in part, 
namely we are turning to 
God whom we know and 
trust to some degree. We 
had already been given 
the faith that allowed us 
to turn to God or, in oth-
er words, the fact that we 
were praying for faith indi-

cated that our prayers were 
already being answered.

The experience of faith as 
essentially a gift necessarily 
draws us to greater humil-
ity but also to greater un-
derstanding and tolerance 
of those not so gifted or 
chosen. So St. Paul para-
doxically proclaims that he 
“boasts” only in Christ, in 
the gift of Christ and the 
illumination that comes 
with it. How could we not 
be more tolerant toward 
those like my colleague 
who can understand well 

every argument I make 
and yet cannot believe. He 
like so many others, espe-
cially in our colleges and 
universities, glories in the 
power of reason and its 
critical abilities that yield 
so many fruits. Appreci-
ating the priority of faith 
leads also, and beyond hu-
mility and tolerance, to a 
better understanding of 
our duty in faith to evan-
gelize. We must simply 
do our part that the word 
and example of Christ are 
there for others to witness.

A further reflection 
on “faith seeking un-
derstanding” leads us to 
ask about the object of

understanding in the 
concept. Understanding 
of what? Is faith seeking 
understanding of its own

nature such as we seem 
to be pursuing here? Is 
it for us, as it was for St. 
Augustine, a search into 
just how faith entered our 
life? Or is such an inquir-
ing faith a state, a lens or 
platform through which or 
from which we seek an un-
derstanding of all things? 
Our Christian tradition 
speaks often of seeing with 
the eyes of faith. In this 
way the object of faith’s 
search is all things that we 
might understand—our 
specific lives, their ma-
jor turns, our aspirations 
and hopes and all of na-
ture and the human works 
made from it are to be un-
derstood through the eyes 
of faith. A very demanding 
agenda for an on-going life 
in which a dynamic faith 
grows fuller and deeper in 
pulling all of experience 
under its wings. It calls for 
constant prayer and guid-
ance along the way. Both 

of those are facilitated by 
accepting another gift, 
that which Archbishop 
Charles Chaput has apt-
ly called “the mind and 
memory of the Church.”

A university whose lead-
ership and much of its 
faculty are people of faith 
seeking understanding 
and working from with-
in the Catholic tradition 
makes the strongest claim 
to being truly a Catholic 
university. Such person-
nel are the necessary con-
dition for building and 
sustaining a common life 
in which, as Bishop Rob-
ert Barron recently told 
us, “Christ holds the cen-
tral, integrating and or-
ganizing place among all 
disciplines and activities” 
and the relationship be-
tween Christ and the dis-
ciplines “is celebrated and 
explored with enthusi-
asm.” That exploration in 
our university is celebrat-
ed, of course for more than 
evoking touchdowns, by 
the library’s mural named 
the “Word of Life” depict-
ing Christ the Teacher il-
luminating the work of

scholars and teachers 
down through the ages. 
May Mary facilitate our 
learning through the light

of Christ. We then 
might say with St. An-
selm, “I believe so that 
I may understand; and 
what is more, I believe 
that unless I do believe 
I shall not understand.”

Walter Nicgorski is a 
Rover faculty advisor and 
Professor Emeritus in the 
Program of Liberal Studies.
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rected Student Life Coun-
cil. Jung is dedicated to 
continuing the work of 
the previous administra-
tion in that regard: “We 
think it’s a great way to 
establish an open line of 
communication between 
the administration and 
the students themselves. 

 Both Jung and Rezner 
are sophomores, taking 
office less than two years 
after arriving on cam-
pus. They believe that 
their administration will 
bring new ideas to stu-
dent government: “We 
were in this spot where 
we felt like we had been 
in student government 
for a year in the commu-
nications department … 
and we had some ideas on 
how we could really make 
the university better, and 
basically we took the ap-
proach of ‘Why not us?’ 

“Ultimately I think that 
we will be able to bring 
a fresh perspective,” said 
Rezner. Jung, however, 

pointed out that they are 
not necessarily trying to 
have an overly young ad-
ministration, saying,  “We 
really tried in our direc-
tor position to make sure 
that all grade levels are 
represented. And I think 
that’s going to bring in a 
lot of different perspec-
tives that are going to be 
great for our cabinet.”

One notable aspect of 
the recent election was 
the low turn-out: Only 
30% of students voted 
this year, down from just 
shy of 60% last year. Jung 
thinks that transparency is 
key to fixing the issue. “I 
think one thing that we 
want to continue from this 
previous administration is 
transparency. We felt that 
the Patrick-Sophie-Ni-
cole administration did a 
very good job at trying to 
establish an open line of 
communication between 
student government and 
students. And so enabling 
students to see what we’re 
doing is going to be re-
ally important for us.” 

Rezner added to Jung’s 
comments about increas-
ing engagement, focus-

ing specifically on student 
feedback: “One thing that 
we want to put out is a 
feedback form where stu-
dents can submit their 
ideas to us for events—
where they can submit 
things that they think work 
well or things that they 

think could be improved 
on.” He also pointed out 
their experience working 
with the broader student 
population in the commu-
nication department. “You 

know, engagement in stu-
dent government is hard 
every year. And I think 
[the Lee-Stitt] adminis-
tration did a really great 
job of trying to up that. I 
know me and Daniel have 
been a part of a lot of those 
efforts in the communica-

tions department with the 
StuGov Scoop videos.”

In an election-day mes-
sage to the Notre Dame 
Right to Life GroupMe, 
Jung described himself and 

Rezner as “unapologetical-
ly pro-life.” Jung has plans 
in that regard: “[Rezner] 
and I are both Catholics, 
and we intend to contin-
ue the Catholic mission 
of the university. One big 
thing that we want to do 
is work with pregnancy re-

sources that are on cam-
pus.” Rezner reiterated 
their commitment to the 
religious mission of the 
university: “We think [Ca-
tholicism] is what makes 

this university great. And 
as Dan said, promoting 
crisis pregnancy resourc-
es is really important, 
and it’s something that 
will definitely continue in 
the new administration.”

Jung and Rezner also 
campaigned on chang-
ing the way that Title IX 
is enforced. They want 
to continue accommo-
dations across academic 
years, so that students who 
need special accommoda-
tions to deal with, say, a 
stalker, are not forced to 
go through that process 
all over again each fall. 
This week in particular, 
Student Government is 
partnering with the Gen-
der Relations Council to 
host a number of events 
aimed at combatting sex-
ual violence on campus.

Will Grannis is a sopho-
more honors mathematics 
and theology major from 
Chevy Chase, MD. When 
he’s not busy with math 
homework, lifeguarding 
at 5 AM, or arguing with 
his friends about triviali-
ties, he’ll respond to emails 
at wgrannis@nd.edu.

The following 
courses are rec-
ommended on 

the basis of the profes-
sor’s demonstrated com-
mitment to Catholic ed-
ucation and the positive 
experiences of the Rover 
staff. This is by no means 
a complete list of every 
excellent class offered in 
the upcoming fall semes-
ter, but we hope that this 
will provide readers with a 
starting point as they pre-
pare to register for classes.

College of Arts and 
Letters:

Art History
Rome: The Eternal City, 

Heather Minor (ARHI 
20540)

Building Europe: 1600-
1750, Heather Minor 

(ARHI 30375)
Classics

Intermediate Latin, 
Elizabeth and Tadeusz 

Mazurek (CLLA 20003, 
01–02)

Ancient Heroes, Aldo Ta-
gliabue (CLAS 20350)

Age of Nero, Elizabeth 
Mazurek (CLLA 20500)

Intro to Christian Latin 
Texts, Hildegund Muller 

(CLLA 400160)
Greek Survey I, Aldo Ta-
gliabus (CLGR 40510)

College Seminar
Image and Truth, 

Therese Cory (CSEM 
23101)

Constitutional Studies
Economics, Politics, 

and Justice, Luke Foster 
(CNST 30645)

Core Texts in Consti-
tutional Government I, 
Susan Collins (CNST 

30700)
Economics

Introduction to Micro-
economics, Kirk Doran 

(ECON 10010)
Economy, Divine, and 
Human, Kirk Doran 

(ECON 30160, THEO 
40648)
English 

C.S. Lewis, Critic and 
Author, Jason Baxter 

(ENGL 20560)
French

Humor Through the 
Ages, Fr. Gregory Haake 

(ROFR 30710)
Music 

Gregorian Chant in Ro-

man Rite, Peter Jeffery 
(SACM 40101)

Philosophy
Introduction to Philos-

ophy, Therese and Da-
vid Cory (PHIL 10101, 

01–03)
Introduction to Philoso-

phy: Aesthetics, Nicholas 
Teh (PHIL 10107)

Honors Philosophy Sem-
inar, Sean Kelsey (PHIL 

13195)
Augustine’s Confes-

sions, David Cory (PHIL 
20206)

The Stained Imagination, 
David O’Connor (PHIL 

20211)
Political Science 

Liberalism and Conser-
vatism, Patrick Deneen 

(POLS 30664)
Catholicism and Politics, 

Daniel Philpott (POLS 
30654)

Church/State/Ameri-
can Constitution, Phillip 
Muñoz (POLS 30662)

Constitutionalism Law 
& Politics II, Christina 

Bambrick (POLS 30665)
Program of Liberal 

Studies
Philosophical Inquiry, 

Felicitas Munzel (PLS 
20301)

Scientific Inquiry: Past 
and Present, Tom Staple-

ford (PLS 30412)
Theology

Foundations of Theolo-
gy, Kevin Grove, Anthony 

Pagliarini, Nathan Eu-
bank, Leonard DeLorenzo 

(THEO 1000)
Nuptial Mystery, Tim 

O’Malley (THEO 20425)
Islam and Christian The-
ology, Gabriel Reynolds 

(THEO 20830)
Faith and Science: To-

ward a Relational Uni-
ty, Christopher Baglow 

(THEO 20896)
Science, Theology, and 

Creation, Terrence Ehr-
man (THEO 20888)

Christian Theological 
Traditions I, Katie Ca-
vadini, John Cavadini 

(THEO 40201)
Religion and Literature, 

Cyril O’Regan (THEO 
40823)

Dante I, Laura Banella 
(THEO 40212)
Death, Jay Martin 
(THEO 40883)

Mendoza College of 
Business:

 
Business and the Com-

mon Good, David O’Con-
nor (BES 30310)

Honors, Ethics, and 
Business, Mary Hirschfeld 

(BES 20702)
Corporate Gov and Cath-

olic Social Teaching, Marti-
jn Cremers Craig Iffland, 

Tess Geishauser (BES 
40470)

Introduction to Entre-
preneurship, Laura Hollis 
(MGTO/BAEG 30500)

Business Law Concepts, 
Laura Hollis (BAWL/

BAUG 30100)
Management Competen-

cies, Laura Hollis (MGTO 
30200)

Why Business, James 
Otteson (BES 30795)

College of Engineer-
ing: 

Aerospace Structures, 
Mike Seelinger (AME 

30341)
Mechanics I, David 

Richter (AME 20221)
Statics, David Richter 

(CE 20150)
Advanced Fluid Dynam-
ics, David Richter (CE 

40410)

College of Science:
 

Biology
Aquatic Ecology, Fr. 

Terrence Ehrman (BIOS 

30420)
Mathematics/ACMS

Elements of Calcu-
lus, Brian Mulholland 

(MATH 10250)
Calculus I, Kathryn 

Mulholland (MATH 
10550)

Calculus III, Brian Mul-
holland (MATH 20550)

Stat Methods & Data 
Analysis I, Victoria Wood-

ard (ACMS 30600)

College of Architec-
ture:

 
After Urbanism, Philip 
Bess (ARCH 43310)

University Seminars:
Soc Science University 

Seminar, Christina Bam-
brick (POLS 13181)
Mathematics University 

Seminar, Kathryn Mulhol-
land (MATH 13187)

Literature University 
Seminar, Elizabeth Ma-
zurek (CLAS 13186)
Honors Seminar, Susan-

na Monta (ALHN 13950)
Theology USEM, An-

thony Pagliarini (THEO 
13183)
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Notre Dame Stu-
dent Govern-
ment held their 

12th annual Back the 
Bend, an event designed 
to integrate Notre Dame 
students into the South 
Bend community through 
a day of service across the 
city. This year, Back the 
Bend took place on April 
1, when hundreds of stu-
dents volunteered to work 
on ten unique service 
projects in South Bend. 

Registration enticed stu-
dents to sign up by offering 
breakfast, lunch, and a free 
t-shirt that promoted the 
2023 Back the Bend event. 

Carlondrea Petty, for-
mer Director of Commu-
nity Outreach in Student 
Government, told the Rov-
er that the principle of sol-
idarity anchors the event. 

She explained to the Rover, 
“We believe, as the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, that 
it is our mission to serve. 
Student Government be-
lieves it is everyone’s place 
to contribute to and meet 
members of our communi-
ty. Our being South Bend 
residents and Notre Dame 
Students. This speaks life 
to [Back the Bend’s] slo-
gan, ‘Together, it’s our 
community.’ Our goal is to 
create a mutually beneficial 
relationship that flourishes 
into a community … and I 
believe Back the Bend has 
done a great job with ini-
tiating that relationship.”

This year, Student Gov-
ernment partnered with 
organizations including 
the Center for Civic In-
novation, Green Bridge 
Growers, Hope Ministries, 
La Casa de Amistad, ND 
Lead Innovation Team, 
Notre Dame Student Gov-
ernment, Rebuild Togeth-
er, Robinson Community 
Learning Center, South 
Bend Bike Garage, City of 
South Bend, Transforma-
tion Ministries, Unity Gar-

dens, and City of South 
Bend Venues Parks & Arts. 

When asked how the or-
ganizations were chosen, 
Petty explained that she 
“wanted to connect with 
organizations that Notre 

Dame students might not 
know about, such as Trans-
formation Ministries, a 
faith-based community 
center, or Green Bridge 

Growers, a sustainable 
farm that employs people 
on the autism spectrum.”

Petty further detailed the 
primacy of supporting lo-
cal businesses through all 
stages of the event, say-

ing, “The goal is always 
to serve with intentional-
ity and with community 
at the foundation of that. 
We were definitely success-

ful with staying commu-
nity-filled. Keeping with 
that community focus, 
we contracted with local 
vendors for catering and 
other services, food (Jun-
buggies), T-shirts (Mike’s 
AP Image) and transpor-
tation (Cardinal Buses). 
We wanted ‘community’ 
floating throughout our 
planning and eventually 
outwardly as put on one of 
the largest student events.”

The newly elected Stu-
dent Government admin-
istration, headed by Dan-
iel Jung and Aidan Rezner, 
shared their enthusiasm 
for Back the Bend with 
the Rover: “We will abso-
lutely be continuing Back 
the Bend this year as we 
recognize it is not only a 
Student Government ini-
tiative, but a storied cam-
pus-wide tradition. How-
ever, the exact details, 
including dates, times, 
and community part-
ners, have not been final-
ized at this current time.”

Jung described the per-
sonal experience of the 
Jung-Rezner adminis-
tration by articulating 
their own involvement 

with Back the Bend. He 
told the Rover, “Service is 
something that is deeply 
important to the person-
al values of Aidan, Col-
lette and me. The three of 
us participated in Back the 
Bend this year, and specif-
ically Aidan and I had the 
incredible opportunity to 
take senior citizens from 
South Bend on a tour of 
the city. The tour began at 
the Robinson Community 
Learning Center on Eddy 
Street, where we then 
ventured to and toured a 
new community center in 
Southeastern South Bend, 
and finally culminated 
in a trip to the Grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. Ad-
ditionally, for last year’s 
Back the Bend, Collette 
and I were involved in a 
project that entailed pick-
ing up litter and oth-
er debris at a local park.”

Both Petty and Jung ex-
plained the hopefulness 
for increased student en-
gagement with future it-
erations of Back the Bend. 
Petty expressed to the Rov-
er: “Back the Bend 2023 
was definitely a success. 

A cohort of 19 No-
tre Dame stu-
dents and facul-

ty spent their spring break 
at Saint Bakhita’s Voca-
tional Training Center in 
Kalongo, Uganda as part 
of the impact consulting 
initiative started by Men-
doza College of Business 
professor Wendy Angst.

The all-girls vocation-
al school, which current-
ly operates through the 
generosity of Notre Dame 
affiliated donors, pro-
vides women with an en-
trepreneurial education 
that serves as a catalyst 
for economic advance-
ment. These “Innovation 
Scholars” learn skills that 
not only generate imme-
diate funding for Saint 
Bakhita’s, but also equip 
graduates to gain great-
er financial independence 
and contribute positive-
ly to their local economy.

The school’s website ar-
ticulates, “Students at 
Saint Bakhita’s work close-
ly with students at Notre 
Dame to collaborate on en-
trepreneurial innovations, 
and … with the commu-
nity to ensure innovations 

have a broad, positive im-
pact on the economic 
prosperity of the region.”

For the past seven se-
mesters, students from all 
colleges at the university 
have helped develop proj-
ects to effectively gener-
ate both financial and so-
cietal value at the school. 
Fifth year architecture stu-
dent Carlos Flores, a vet-
eran of the Saint Bakhi-
ta’s project, told the Rover, 
“Mendoza’s mission state-
ment is “Growing the 
Good in Business,” and 
Saint Bakhita’s is real-
ly the epitome of that.”

While speaking with the 
Rover, senior Grace Kane-
han emphasized, “The way 
Notre Dame helps is real-
ly special because we don’t 
just come in and bring do-
nations and money. We do 
offer both of those things, 
but the main point of what 
we do at Saint Bakhita’s is 
teaching and learning.” 

Elaborating, she dis-
cussed how the university 
teaches by implementing 
initiatives and providing 
the infrastructure which 
helps the girls to devel-
op vocational skills. Si-
multaneously, Notre 
Dame learns from Saint 
Bakhita’s how the initia-
tives can be enhanced 
to generate greater so-
cial impact. Kanehan de-
scribed the university’s 
approach as ethical, high-
lighting that it provides 
“more of a holistic solu-
tion for the community.”

In Uganda, the No-

tre Dame team immersed 
themselves in field research 
pertaining to their spe-
cific projects. Teams did 
market research in near-
by towns, harvested hon-
ey from the Saint Bakhita’s 
beehives, and presented 

to the school board archi-
tectural plans for a child-
hood development cen-
ter, among other things. 

Research changed the 
trajectory of multiple 
projects. Ana Toscano, a 
junior working to increase 
the profitability of textile 
products, told the Rov-
er she derived from her 
ethnographic interviews 
that “there is a well-estab-
lished local market for the 
kind of products [the girls] 
are able to make, and we 
cannot ask them to create 
products that would be 

successful in the U.S. mar-
ket but not serve them in 
some way for their future.”

In addition to accumu-
lating meaningful project 
insights throughout the 
trip, the Fighting Irish at-
tended the school’s in-

augural Innovation Fair, 
which invited the first co-
hort of graduates to return 
to Saint Bakhita’s and join 
the new Innovation Schol-
ars for a day of mentor-
ship. The fair consisted of a 
keynote speaker touching 
upon innovation, panelists 
discussing entrepreneur-
ship, and breakout groups 
to hear about the gradu-
ates’ experiences thus far. 

The keynote speaker was 
Dr. Emma Naluyima, who 
is a Ugandan celebrity due 
to her ability to turn an es-
timated annual profit of 

nearly $100,000 USD by 
practicing integrated farm-
ing on a single acre of land. 

Notre Dame profes-
sor Theresa Foley ex-
pressed how inspired she 
was by Naluyima’s drive 
and discipline. The best 
part, she told the Rov-
er, was “when Dr. Emma 

took off her [high heels], 
saying ‘These are pret-
ty shoes, but I don’t like 
these’ ... she held up a pair 
of muddy work boots and 
put them on. ‘These are 
my favorite boots because 
these make me money.’”

At the event, one pan-
elist told Foley, “The 
message of [Saint Bakh-
ita’s]—that women can 
be financially self-suffi-
cient—is quite radical.” 
Foley conveyed her sur-
prise to the Rover, saying “I 
certainly thought it could 
be a different message, but 

I wouldn't have described 
it myself as radical.”

The Innovation Fair was 
the first opportunity Notre 
Dame had to witness the 
progress that the first co-
hort of Innovation Schol-
ars had accomplished since 
graduating. Foley empha-
sized that the Innovation 
Fair revealed that “90% 
[of the graduates] are en-
gaged in some sort of busi-
ness, which is fantastic.”

Flores, who has been in-
volved in the project for 
the past year, shared sim-
ilar excitement after con-
versing with the Saint 
Bakhita’s graduates at the 
Innovation Fair: “In a so-
ciety that is very patri-
archal, like Uganda, it is 
amazing to see that these 
women are thriving.”

The overwhelming ma-
jority of interviewees af-
firmed that their efforts 
in this project were for 
the sake of empowering 
and educating the entre-
preneurial girls at Saint 
Bakhita’s. Toscano said, 
“I believe that by invest-
ing in the girls of Saint 
Bakhita’s, we can cre-
ate a ripple effect of pos-
itive change through-
out their communities.”

Claudia Parisi is a ju-
nior studying manage-
ment consulting and the-
ology. When she’s not 
taking pictures of sunsets 
or playing country music 
at full volume, she can be 
reached at cparisi@nd.edu.
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Immersive Impact Consulting Trip to Uganda 
Claudia Parisi
Staff Writer

Students partic-
ipating in social 
impact initiative 
connect with proj-
ect counterparts in 
Africa
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Students Serve Local Community in Back the Bend 2023 
Mary Rice
Campus Editor

Student Govern-
ment sponsors the 
12th annual day of 
service
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For the third year 
in a row, Notre 
Dame participat-

ed in the Marriage Pact, 
a program started sev-
eral years ago by Stan-
ford University students.

Since its founding, Mar-
riage Pact has spread to 
78 college campuses and 
has had over 300,000 
participants. The survey 
asks for multiple pieces 
of information, includ-
ing participants’ majors, 
personality types, and 
even sexual habits. An al-
gorithm then compiles 
the data and couples stu-
dents whom it believes 
would be compatible. 

This year, the results 
were released on Novem-
ber 24. Then, for the sec-
ond year, the Notre Dame 
Marriage Pact team re-
leased some of their gath-
ered data to participating 
students on March 29. 
The data indicated numer-
ous characteristics of a rep-
resentative sample of the 
campus body, including 

political affiliation, iden-
tity, and personality traits.

Senior Elizabeth 
VanKammen, a Marriage 
Pact team member, was 
excited by the amount of 
participation in the pro-
cess. She told the Rov-
er: “We saw nearly half 
of the campus fill out 
the survey, and that was 
our goal in past years.”

Just like in previous 
years, students were ex-
cited for the opportuni-
ty. Sophomore Dezi Rivas 
said, “Right before I was 
so, so excited. Not that I 
actually wanted a roman-
tic connection … I want-
ed to know what person 
on campus was like me.” 

Additionally, many 
were interested in the 
data that was collect-
ed during the process.

The first graphic displays 
the political breakdown 
of this year’s participants 
compared to participants 
from the spring of 2021. 
In the spring of 2021, 
42% of participants iden-
tified themselves as Dem-
ocrats, but in the fall of 
2022, this number was re-
duced to 32%. Similarly, 
the percentage of students 
who identified themselves 
as socialists decreased 
from 6.5% to 2.7%.

Conversely, the percent-

age of participating stu-
dents identifying as Re-
publicans rose from 15.2% 
to 27.3%, roughly a 45% 
increase. The population 
of students identifying as 
independent remained 
largely the same, growing 
from 29.6% to 31.2%. 

The number of students 
identifying as libertarian 
also remained relatively 
the same, only rising from 
2.6% to 2.7%. This shift 
in student demographics 
is also evident in the data 
released from the spring 
of 2022. According to the 
data from that year, 34.8% 
of students identified 
themselves as Democrats, 
and 25.4% of students 
identified as Republicans.

Several students spoke 
with the Rover regarding 

this data. Andrew Ryan, 
a freshman studying po-
litical science, said, “I 
think this more insightful 
look at Notre Dame’s de-
mographics is interesting 
given that Notre Dame 
typically is considered a 
largely Catholic conser-
vative university. I think 
it’s really interesting to 

see the data challenge the 
common concession.”

Some students are skepti-
cal about the data, though. 
Sophomore Sierra Weaver 
said, “I think if you actu-
ally look at people’s values 
and align them that way, 
there would be far more 
conservatives on campus.”

The data shows more 
than political affiliation, 
though. Respondents were 
also able to dive deeper 
into the broader identi-
ties of the student body. 

The percentage of students 
who identify as LGBTQ 
has also increased; howev-
er, this change is less sig-
nificant. In 2022, 89.5% 
of women identified them-
selves as heterosexual, but 
this number dropped to 
88.9%. Similarly, the per-
centage of men who identi-
fy as heterosexual dropped 

from 93.8% to 92.9%.
The data also reveals 

which majors self-reported 
themselves as the smartest 
students on campus. This 
year physics ranked first, 
followed by mathematics 
and then the Program of 
Liberal Studies. Last year, 
it ranked Program of Lib-
eral Studies, Computer 
Engineering, and Physics. 

The report also re-
vealed answers to “How 
long do you think it’s ap-
propriate to wait before 

sex,” broken down by re-
ligious affiliation. 15% of 
Catholics on campus an-
swered that it is appro-
priate to wait until mar-
riage as opposed to 19% 
of Protestants and 0.1% 
of atheists and agnostics.

Sophomore Marga-
ret Mathis remarked, “I 
am surprised that only 
15% of Catholics report-
ed that they plan to wait 
until marriage. I think 
that this data should be 
considered in religious 
education on campus, 
because this reveals a seri-
ous lack in education and 
formation about Church 
teaching, and enforce-
ment of the du Lac Stu-
dent Code of Conduct.”

The Notre Dame Mar-
riage Pact will likely re-
turn next fall via email, 
and with it will come a 
new batch of statistics on 
the general trends of the 
Notre Dame student body.

Stephen DeCarlo is a 
sophomore English and 
Arabic major with mi-
nors in philosophy, poli-
tics, and economics as well 
as education, schooling, 
and society. He current-
ly works as a TutorND tu-
tor and hopes to one day 
teach for A.C.E. Contact 
him at sdecarlo@nd.edu.

The student volunteers 
were undoubtedly troop-
ers. As weather and illness-
es played a major role this 
year, students still came 
out to serve, and to me that 
is extremely beautiful. [In] 
future years, I hope to see 

Back the Bend flourish and 
expand. It would be amaz-
ing to have 1,000 student 
volunteers, as [we] were 
unable to reach that goal.”

Notre Dame’s mission 
statement frames service 
as a core tenet of human 
flourishing. It states, “In 
addition [to cultivating 
the mind, body, and spir-
it], the University seeks 

to cultivate in its students 
not only an appreciation 
for the great achievements 
of human beings, but also 
a disciplined sensibility to 
the poverty, injustice, and 
oppression that burden the 
lives of so many. The aim is 
to create a sense of human 
solidarity and concern for 
the common good that 
will bear fruit as learning 

becomes service to justice.” 
Jung’s explanation of 

the value of events such 
as Back the Bend places a 
similar weight upon the 
role of service in a Cath-
olic university. He de-
scribed the role of faith in 
service by writing: “Our 
administration believes 
that service is a core tenet 
of a Christian education. 

Holy Cross Founder Basil 
Moreau, in Christian Ed-
ucation, writes, ‘education 
is helping a young person 
to be more like Christ, the 
model for all Christians.’ 
Through service, we can 
build up our community 
and grow closer to God in 
the process. We are grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
further this mission with-

in our administration.”

Mary Rice is a senior 
majoring in PLS and the-
ology. In trying to avoid 
thinking about her im-
pending graduation, she’s 
spending more time read-
ing for fun. Send recom-
mendations to while away 
her time at mrice7@nd.edu. 

University Health 
Services an-
nounced an im-

portant update to Notre 
Dame’s COVID-19 vac-
cination policy on April 
11: The university is lift-
ing her mandate of the 
bivalent booster vaccine. 

The email announce-
ment from University 
Health Services (UHS) de-
clared that, “Effective im-
mediately, the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame will no 
longer require undergrad-

uate, graduate, and profes-
sional students to receive 
the COVID-19 bivalent 
booster vaccine as a condi-
tion of enrollment for the 
2023-24 academic year.” 

The email explains that 
the new decision about the 
bivalent booster require-
ment was based on “the 
latest medical informa-
tion” and is at the behest of 
“various university stake-
holders.” Last updated on 
April 13, the CDC web-
site currently recommends 
“a COVID-19 vaccine pri-
mary series” and “the most 
recent booster dose recom-
mended for you by CDC.”

The Rover reached out 
to the Office of the Presi-
dent for further comment 
on the change of policy, 

but was told the follow-
ing: “The message sent 
yesterday to students pres-
ents the university’s posi-

tion. Beyond that, we have 
nothing to add.” UHS 
similarly did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Tyler Castle, a Ph.D. stu-

dent in the Department of 
Political Science, is thank-
ful for the change and told 
the Rover: “I’m glad they 

finally made this decision. 
Considering the current 
status of the pandemic, the 
latest research on boost-
ers, and the moral con-

siderations, it was clear-
ly the right thing to do.” 

Some students feel that 
rescinding the mandate 
was not enough. Sopho-
more Nathan Desautels, 
president of Young Ameri-
cans for Freedom of Notre 
Dame, told the Rover: “The 
removal of this mandate 
is yet another example of 
too little too late from this 
university … Revoking 
[the mandate] now, after 
students with doubts have 
potentially been forced to 
violate their conscienc-
es, is a slap in the face.”

Castle shares this con-
cern and finds the univer-
sity’s explanation suspect: 
“It is frustrating that they 
waited until after their 
arbitrarily-timed dead-
line to do this. It’s hard 
to believe the adminis-

tration gathered any new 
information in the last 
month that caused them 
to make this about face.

“If they’ve been plan-
ning to lift the mandate, 
they should have done so 
before they forced students 
to receive the booster.”

Notre Dame’s policy re-
mains that students will 
still be required to re-
ceive the initial vaccine 
series and booster or ob-
tain an exemption, as 
UHS wishes to remain 
“consistent with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).”

Aedan Whalen is a fresh-
man in the Program of Lib-
eral Studies and political sci-
ence. He loves pizza, music, 
and common-good conser-
vatism. You can reach out to 
him at awhalen3@nd.edu

Campus6 April 19, 2023
Vol. 20 Iss. 10

Image by Spencer B Davis

Notre Dame Lifts Bivalent Booster Mandate
Aedan Whalen
Staff Writer

University reverses 
latest vaccine re-
quirement

Back the Bend
continued from 
previous page

“Marriage Pact” Reveals Campus Trends 
Stephen DeCarlo
Staff Writer

Popular match-
making algorithm 
releases annual 
data

Image by Stephen DeCarlo



One of the co-authors of 
the new law, state Sen-
ator Tyler Johnson, an 
emergency medical phy-
sician himself, explained 
his reasoning when the 
legislation was first pro-
posed: “Since these pro-
cedures have irreversible 
and life-altering effects, it 
is appropriate and neces-
sary for our state to make 
sure these procedures are 
performed only on adults 
who can make the deci-
sion on their own behalf.” 

SB 480 quickly passed 
through the Republican 
supermajorities in both 

chambers of the Indiana 
Statehouse, with all Dem-
ocratic amendments de-
feated by an overwhelm-
ing vote. But, there was 
a great deal of uncertain-
ty surrounding whether 
Governor Eric Holcomb 
would sign the bill into 
law after he intially de-
scribed it as “clear as mud.” 

Holcomb reiterated his 
concerns in a statement 
announcing his decision to 
sign the bill into law: “Per-
manent gender-changing 
surgeries with lifelong im-
pacts and medically pre-
scribed preparation for 
such a transition should 
occur as an adult, not as 
a minor. There has and 

will continue to be debate 
within the medical com-
munity about the best ways 

to provide physical and 
mental health care for ado-
lescents who are struggling 

with their own gender 
identity, and it is import-
ant that we recognize and 

understand those struggles 
are real. With all of that 
in mind, I have decided 

to sign SB 480 into law.” 
Holcomb, though, had 

little power to stop the 
bill becoming law. If he 
had he waited a few more 
days, the bill would have 
automatically become 
law through his inaction. 
And, if he had vetoed the 
bill instead of signing it, 
GOP supermajorities in 
the Indiana House and 
Senate likely would have 
overridden his decision. 

Upon Holcomb sign-
ing the bill, the Hoosier 
state joined a list of twelve 
states that have taken sim-
ilar measures, including 
Alabama, Arkansas, Ar-
izona, Georgia, Idaho, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Missis-

sippi, Tennessee, Utah, 
South Dakota and West 
Virginia. In two of these 
states, Alabama and Ar-
kansas, enforcement of 
the similar laws has been 
temporarily blocked 
by the federal courts. 

The national Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) and the ACLU 
of Indiana jointly sued 
the state the same day that 
Gov. Holcomb signed the 
law, calling the law “dev-
astating to trans youth 
and their families, caus-
ing them serious inju-
ries and forcing those 
who can, to uproot their 

Sixteen members of 
the Notre Dame 
community were 

welcomed into the Cath-
olic Church at Notre 
Dame’s Easter Vigil Mass. 
During the three-hour 
celebration, which began 
at 9 p.m. on Holy Satur-
day, the catechumens re-
ceived the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation, 
and first communion 
from Fr. Brian Ching, 
C.S.C., Rector of the Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart. 
Roughly 1,000 people at-
tended the Vigil, which 
was held inside the Basil-
ica of the Sacred Heart.

Newly-baptized Catho-
lics are traditionally called 
“neophytes,” a Greek term 
meaning “newly-plant-
ed.”  Neophyte Shri Thak-
ur told the Rover: “I re-
ally enjoyed the Easter 
Vigil Mass at the Basilica 
and witnessing the Notre 
Dame community come 

together in such a beau-
tiful way to celebrate the 
apex of the liturgical year. 
This was my first Easter 
Vigil Mass, but I'm sure 
that it won't be the last!” 

Thakur was baptized, 
confirmed, and received 
his first communion at the 
Vigil. He continued, “the 
experience of receiving 
the sacraments was surre-
al and frankly one of the 
only times in my life I have 
genuinely felt nervous in 
front of an audience. I felt 
renewed, finally in com-
munion with God, and 
so grateful to be amongst 
a community of my peers 
that were supporting me.”

The sixteen confirman-
di participated in Cam-
pus Ministry’s RCIA pro-
cess since the beginning of 
the academic year. Thak-
ur said, “the RCIA pro-
cess was very thorough 
and time-intensive, with 
three-hour sessions after 
Mass every Sunday and 
additional events during 
the week. All of the RCIA 
staff, including the Cam-
pus Ministry Director 
Brett Perkins and passion-
ate students like Chris de 
la Viesca, were extremely 
knowledgeable and forma-
tive in my faith journey.” 

Sponsor Chris De La Vi-
esca told the Rover: “It was 
so powerful and invigorat-

ing to see that many souls 
saved in baptism and re-
ceive the Body of Christ for 
the first time. As a sponsor 
and godparent, it was all 
the more meaningful and 
fulfilling because I knew 
them personally and we 
had been preparing for this 
moment together for over 
a year with much time and 

effort spent in learning, 
teaching, arguing, grow-
ing, praying, and fasting.” 

Thakur offered exam-
ples of what he learned 
during the process: “The 
topics covered in RCIA 
ranged from the moral 
teachings of the Catholic 
Church, such as those on 
marriage and sexuality, to 

how to properly pray and 
the importance of the sac-
raments. While lectures 
and lessons on the Cath-
olic faith were an import-
ant part of the process, 
community prayer, small 
group discussion, and fel-
lowship were equally as 
important in developing 
the sense of communi-

ty central to the Church.” 
Thakur also shared the 

reason he decided to be-
come Catholic. “I was 
drawn to the Catholic 
faith because over time I 
came to realize that all of 
its moral teachings were 
correct and the conse-
quences of society reject-
ing them had come to fru-

ition just as predicted.” 
RCIA team member 

Bridget Arbuckle told the 
Rover, “I was grateful to 
witness the neophytes’ 
transformation in the way 
they viewed the world and 
themselves as they adopted 
their identity in Christ. It 
was an efficacious experi-
ence for my own spiritu-

al life too. Relearning and 
teaching the RCIA group 
how to pray, for example, 
bolstered my faith incred-
ibly. Since they’ve been 
baptized, I’ve been bless-
ed to attend the same dai-
ly Masses as some of the 
neophytes. It has been so 
beautiful to see them al-
ready embrace their role as 

members of the Church!” 
Sophomore and spon-

sor Ayden Ellis added, “I 
think that Notre Dame’s 
RCIA program is extreme-
ly thorough and proba-
bly one of the best in the 
country, and these sixteen 
neophytes are extremely 
blessed to be able to par-
ticipate in the sacraments 
of initiation here. RCIA 
director Brett Perkins does 
such a great job of run-
ning RCIA in a way that 
is impactful for both the 
neophytes and sponsors.”

The Irish Rover joins El-
lis in appreciation for the 
service of Campus Min-
istry and student spon-
sors and congratulates the 
sixteen new members of 
both the Catholic com-
munity at Notre Dame 
and the universal Church.

Margaret Mathis is a 
sophomore studying clas-
sical languages who plans 
to become an attorney. She 
is most often found sip-
ping chocolate milk in 
South Dining Hall, play-
ing tunes in the Ceílí Band, 
and hand-sewing the Notre 
Dame leprechaun onto ev-
erything she owns (which 
qualifies as “fair use” accord-
ing to U.S.C. Title XVII 
Ch.1 § 107 [1]). Reach out 
to her at mmathis@nd.edu.

Cross College, told the 
Rover, “It was eye-open-
ing to make the connec-
tion between Mary’s Vis-
itation to Elizabeth as 
the first ‘Eucharistic pro-
cession’ as Jesus was in-
side her, and also to learn 
about St. Tarcisius: a child 
from the third century 
who died a martyr while 
protecting the Eucharist 
on his way to give it to 
the disciples that were im-
prisoned for their faith.”

Each session was preced-
ed by an hour of Eucharis-

tic Adoration in Our Lady 
of Mercy Chapel in Ged-
des. After the first meet-
ing, White assigned each 
participant a prayer part-
ner, directing them in an 
email afterwards to “con-
sider how you might hold 
one another accountable 
to certain holy endeav-
ors. Once God has giv-
en you a prayer regimen 
to keep, or a mission to 
execute, share that with 
someone trustworthy and 
follow up on it together.”

Throughout the dura-
tion of the sessions, White 
also recommended that 
participants meet with 
him to discuss the top-

ics further. On how the 
idea for prayer partners 
emerged, he shared that 
“if you listen to the peo-
ple of God long enough, 
they tell you what they 
want. One of the stu-
dents who wanted to talk 
with me said, ‘it’s really 
important that we don’t 
just talk about prayer but 
that they actually pray.’”

Jack Thornton, a soph-
omore theology and phi-
losophy student who at-
tended two of the sessions 
shared his enthusiasm for 
them with the Rover: “It 
has been so encouraging 
to be present at these ses-
sions with so many other 

students who have such 
a love for Christ. We are 
all working to grow in 
our own devotion, so as 
to better witness to the 
beautiful reality that is our 
Lord in the Eucharist.”

Piper Ogden, a sopho-
more at St. Mary’s College, 
was particularly impressed 
by the community at the 
sessions: “I have been so in-
spired by the faith and rev-
erence of the other attend-
ees and particularly moved 
by Alex’s witness! He is an 
incredible example of the 
joy which a life lived for 
Christ brings, and contin-
uously reminds us that we 
have been created for love 

and provided for in abun-
dance. I am very grateful 
to him for his leadership!”

As an epilogue to the 
sessions and procession, 
White plans to host a 
watch and conversation on 
the movie Babette’s Feast.

Buchlmayer extended 
an invitation to all: “I en-
courage anyone, especially 
if you are not Catholic, to 
come witness the beauty 
and wonder that is a Eu-
charistic procession; a walk 
with Christ truly present 
as much as He was in Je-
rusalem 2000 years ago.”

The procession, which 
will include stops at three 
altars for each of the 

three campus communi-
ties (Notre Dame, Saint 
Mary’s, and Holy Cross) 
set up around South 
Quad, will begin from the 
west doors of the Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart at ap-
proximately one o’clock 
on Sunday, April 23.

Kathryn Bowers en-
joys running on Notre 
Dame’s campus. She is in 
search of running compan-
ions–email her at kbow-
ers2@nd.edu to join her.
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The Notre Dame 
Liturgical Choir 
embarked upon 

a pilgrimage to France 
over spring break. Stops 
included the hometowns 
of Father Edward Sorin, 
founder of ND, and Bless-
ed Basil Moreau, found-
er of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, as well as 
many historic churches.

Due to COVID-19 
complications, the choir 
was forced to cancel its 
once-annual tour the past 
three years, rendering this 
trip the first for nearly ev-
ery choir member. “It felt 
gratifying to finally go 
on tour,” remarked choir 
president and senior Jack 
Griffiths. Tour director 
and junior Sydney Coil 
told the Rover, “Planning 
the tour was such a re-
warding experience. It was 
lots of fun trying to res-
urrect the old traditions 
that the choir has missed 
out on for three years.”

The choir’s first three 
days were spent in Le 
Mans and the French 
countryside, where stu-
dents visited and per-
formed in the baptis-
mal church of Fr. Sorin 
and the Shrine of Bl. Ba-
sil Moreau. As respective 
founders of Notre Dame 
and the Congregation of 
Holy Cross, the universi-
ty is deeply connected to 
the lives of the two priests, 
and choir members 
stressed their gratitude for 
the opportunity to sing in 
such significant locations. 
Junior Susan Pingel re-

gards the choir’s tour of 
Father Moreau’s shrine as 
“the most impactful time” 
for her, and freshman 
Elliott Kirwan empha-
sized that it was “incred-
ibly special to visit and 
sing in places so integral 
to Notre Dame’s history.”

A treasured experience 
for many students trans-
pired when the choir 

broke into a spontaneous 
rendition of Stopford’s 
“Ave Maris Stella,” a choir 
favorite, in the crypt of Bl. 
Moreau’s shrine. Pingel 
told the Rover that despite 
the unassuming appear-
ance of the crypt—“cer-
tainly nothing close to the 
beauty of the other church-
es we sang in—the per-
formance made my heart 
swell with emotion, and 
tears slid down my face 
while I sang.” Coil called 

the experience “surreal” 
and considers it one of her 
favorite tour memories.

The choir then made 
its way to Paris, but not 
before making a stop at 
Notre-Dame de Char-
tres—one of the most 
highly regarded gothic ca-
thedrals in the world and 
another favorite of many 
students. The cathedral 

is known for its brilliant 
stained glass windows; 
Kirwan called the famous 
North Rose window “in-
describably beautiful.”

The cathedral also boasts 
a stone-carved choir wall 
over 300 feet long that de-
picts 40 scenes in the lives 
of Christ and the Blessed 
Mother. Additionally, the 
cathedral is home to one 
of the only remaining rel-
ics of the Virgin Mary—a 
veil said to have been worn 

at the time of the Annun-
ciation and the birth of her 
son. Kirwan added that he 
was previously unaware of 
the relic’s place in the ca-
thedral, so it was “especial-
ly powerful” for him to see 
it. Griffiths regards singing 
in the cathedral as his fa-
vorite tour memory, not-
ing that the church “pro-
vided a magnificent setting 

for [the choir] to sing 
with full heart and voice.”

In Paris, students were 
given free time to explore 
the city. Almost all of the 
choir spent this time mak-
ing some sort of pilgrim-
age, taking advantage of 
the opportunity to visit 
and pray in some of the 
oldest churches in Europe. 
A group of students had 
even planned to spend one 
of their free days under-
taking the five-hour jour-

ney to Lourdes, but coun-
try-wide strikes caused 
their train to be canceled.

Regardless, many choir 
members discovered their 
favorite churches of the 
tour during this free time. 
Pingel had a difficult time 
choosing just one, stress-
ing “all of them” to be 
“out-of-control beauti-
ful,” but noted stand-
outs in both the Sacré-
Cœur Basilica—”which 

has had 135 years of un-
interrupted perpetual ad-
oration, even during the 
two world wars”—and 
Saint-Sulpice—which 
houses a relic of her pa-
tron, Saint Faustina. Oth-
er churches visited in-
cluded Notre-Dame de 
Paris—although ongo-
ing construction relegated 
sightseeing to the outside 
only—and the Chapel of 
Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal, the site of the 

Marian apparition to Saint 
Catherine Laboure and 
the inception of the fa-
mous medal and devotion.

The Liturgical Choir 
also performed in the Ca-
thedral of Saint Julien and 
a school founded by the 
Congregation of Holy 
Cross in Le Mans. The 
tour concluded with a per-
formance in L'église de la 
Madeleine, a church ded-
icated to Mary Magda-
lene which houses a first-
class relic of the saint.

Many choir members 
felt the trip brought them 
closer to each other and to 
God. Coil remarked that 
“the choir gained a sense 
of community unlike any-
thing [she’d] seen before,” 
and Pingel noted that she 
“couldn't help but think 
of the thousands of French 
people throughout the 
long history of the Church 
in France who worshiped 
[God] in the same plac-
es that [she] was stand-
ing.” Griffiths reflected, “I 
think we recognized that 
our liturgy is something 
that connects us to Cath-
olics, not just in our par-
ish, but also in places like 
France … Music really 
is something that brings 
people together, and li-
turgical music is some-
thing that brings people—
even those from different 
nationalities and back-
grounds—closer to God.”

Mattie Lossing is a soph-
omore studying political sci-
ence and theology. When 
she isn’t trying to squeeze 
in her homework by listen-
ing to it at double-speed, 
you can find her brows-
ing Goodreads for the lat-
est five-star reads. Contact 
her at mlossing@nd.edu.
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lives and leave the state 
to access the gender-af-
firming care they need.” 

On campus, the permis-
sibility of medical gender 
transitions for minors has 
been debated for years by 
students and academics. 
The campus club Students 
for Child-Oriented Policy 
(SCOP) has often been at 
the forefront of advocat-
ing for such protective re-

strictions as were passed 
by the Indiana Legislature. 

Because of this support 
for restrictions on medi-
cal gender transitions for 
minors, SCOP found it-
self in a conflict with the 
Notre Dame Gender Stud-
ies Program a few years 
ago, when the depart-
ment hosted a panel in di-
rect response to a SCOP 
event on the same issue.

In this 2020 panel, a 
group of visiting aca-
demics invited by Gen-
der Studies expressed the 

idea that when “a child 
tells you who they are, 
that’s who they are” and 
advocated for medical 
practices that reflect that 
perspective. This panel 
sparked a campus contro-
versy regarding whether 
such views that contradict 
Catholic teaching on gen-
der ought to be expressed 
on campus without any 
balancing voice present 
on the panel to represent 
the Catholic position.

Three years after the 
campus controversy over 

the issue, current SCOP 
co-president Evan Bursch 
told the Rover that he’s 
happy to see SCOP’s po-
sition win out in law: 
“SCOP greatly applauds 
this measure by the Indi-
ana Legislature, as it both 
saves Indiana children 
from the lifelong impacts 
of traumatic surgeries and 
demonstrates a commit-
ment to the protection 
of minors more broad-
ly. Overall, this is a pos-
itive trend, and SCOP 
hopes it continues across 

other states as well as in 
the federal government.”

Most GOP legislators 
justified their support 
for SB 480 on arguments 
based upon the inability 
of children to make such 
long-lasting decisions, 
rather than on moral prob-
lems with medical gen-
der transitions in general.

Regarding this approach 
from GOP legislators, 
Bursch was understanding: 
“Due to the overwhelming 
influence of gender ideolo-
gy on societal and cultural 

norms, approaching these 
laws from this standpoint 
is understandable and like-
ly helpful in the public 
conception of them. Ad-
ditionally, there is a clear 
connection between enact-
ed laws and jurisprudence 
on the mores and opin-
ions of the public, so in 
the long run, moral legal 
arguments will likely be 
received more favorably.”

Barring any legal is-
sues arising from the AC-
LU’s lawsuit, the law is set 
to take effect on July 1.

SB 480
continued from 
previous page



Benjamin and Jen-
na Storey pre-
sented “Liberal 

Education and the Rest-
less Soul,” a lecture spon-
sored by the Center for 
Citizenship and Con-
stitutional Government 
(CCCG) on March 30.

The Storeys are Senior 
Fellows in the Social, Cul-
tural, and Constitution-
al Studies Division of the 
American Enterprise In-
stitute (AEI) and Research 
Professors at Furman Uni-
versity. Much of their work 
concentrates on civil soci-
ety, political philosophy, 
and education. Together, 
they co-authored Why We 
Are Restless: On the Mod-
ern Quest for Contentment. 

Drawing on the in-
sights of Montaigne, Pas-
cal, Rousseau, and Toc-
queville, the Storeys’ book 
translates questions of con-
tentment and restlessness 
into a modern context. As 
they related in their lec-
ture, they were interested 
in “the characteristic way 
in which modern human 
beings pursue happiness” 
and “the characteristic way 
in which modern pursuits 
of happiness tend to fade.” 

In their lecture, the Sto-

reys used their book and 
past experiences as educa-
tors to address the malaise 
and restlessness plaguing 
today’s top undergraduate 
students. What they found 
were “lives full of activity, 
but devoid of purpose.”

Reliving past encoun-
ters with her students, 
Mrs. Storey recounted 
that toward the end of 
their undergraduate ca-
reers, students look “tired, 
haggard, like they’ve just 

been through a war rath-
er than a series of stimu-
lating courses on the leafy 
campus.” Following this 
observation, the Storeys 
sought to embark upon 
the journey to discover the 
heart of this restlessness. 

Concerning the way 

top-tier students approach 
the discernment process, 
Mr. Storey described the 
tools students are current-
ly equipped with: “the 
checklist and the inner 
voice.” According to Mr. 
Storey, “checklists minute-
ly govern the academic 
life of the contemporary 
undergraduates.” He says 
that this approach is at-
tractive to students due to 
the rationality and order-
liness of the process. The 

inner voice supplements 
the checklist by provid-
ing a “warmer, more per-
sonal kind of guidance.”  

However, Mr. Sto-
rey noted the problems 
found when using these 
two devices: “Checklists 
make academic life look 

ordered and progressive, 
but they have no essen-
tial relation to the hu-
man aspiration for genu-
ine excellence, much less 
happiness or integrity.”

“As for the inner voice,” 
Storey went on, “It’s sup-
posed to be an idiosyn-
cratic oracle, with which 
one cannot reason. Whose 
commands are sim-
ply beyond question.”

In opposition to this 
model of discernment 

that she observed in mod-
ern university students, 
Mrs. Storey claimed that 
“liberal education should 
provoke a conversation 
between your reason and 
your longings.” In oth-
er words, engaging in 
such dialogue allows one 

to “discover and devel-
op the virtue and hab-
it of intellectual honesty.”

The couple wrapped 
up their lecture with two 
practical pieces of advice 
for students. First, they 
encouraged students to 
ask themselves: “What 
is it that you really want 
to know with your life?” 
Then, they recommend-
ed asking the questions: 
“Who is it you long to be-
come with your life?” and 
“What qualities of char-

acter are most import-
ant for you to cultivate?”

Senior John Babbo, a 
Tocqueville Fellow with 
the CCCG, told the Rov-
er that he believed the Sto-
reys’ talk was important 
for Notre Dame students 
to hear: “I do not think 

Notre Dame adequately 
prepares us to answer these 
questions, especially when 
the College of Arts and 
Letters’ doddering, almost 
mocking answer is ‘Study 
everything, Do anything.’”

Continuing, Babbo 
highlighted how his time 
at Notre Dame “has been 
one of integration, but 
the ‘oneness’ of this expe-
rience begins to crumble 
for me and my classmates 
when we are forced to ask 
questions such as: ‘How 
do I know what I am sup-
posed to do with my life?’ 
and ‘What is the right 
balance between a ‘good’ 
job and a fulfilling life?’”

Babbo told the Rover that 
he believed the lecture’s 
“proposed solution of put-
ting reason into conversa-
tion with our longings is a 
really good start” when ad-
dressing the culture of dis-
cernment and academics.

 

Madelyn Stout is a junior 
majoring in political science 
and English with minors in 
ESS and theology. She’s a 
voracious reader who hails 
from Havana, Florida. 
When she’s not convincing 
people of Florida’s greatness, 
engaging in political ban-
ter, or reading 19th century 
literature, you can find her 
around the lakes when it’s 
sunny. If you want “Flori-
da Man” stories, contact 
her at mstout2@nd.edu.
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criticism actually im-
plicates the morali-
ty of individuals’ ac-
tions within the market.”

Anton agreed that mar-
kets are neither moral nor 
immoral, but he point-
ed out that markets can 
be directed towards moral 
or immoral ends. Anton, 
then, moved the debate 
in the direction of trade 
policy because “that’s per-
haps where the greatest 
amount of political con-
troversy is, right now.”

Anton pointed to the 
founders’ willingness to 
“distort the market de-
liberately so that na-
scent American industries 
can catch up and have a 
chance to be born when 
they would be crushed.” 
He presented this early 
support for protection-
ist economic policies as a 
sign that the founders rec-
ognized “that government 
steering markets in certain 
directions would be bene-
ficial to the American peo-
ple as a whole and to the 
American government.”

Otteson proposed two 
responses to Anton’s calls 
for tariffs. Appealing to 

Catholic Social Teaching, 
he pointed to the writings 
of Pope Benedict XVI, 
who suggested govern-
ment intervention into the 
market could lead to hu-
man dignity being disre-
garded: “Part of respecting 
human dignity is allowing 
them the responsible free-
dom to the sanctity of their 
consciences and to making 
decisions for themselves.”

Adding a secular argu-
ment, Otteson argued 
that the information and 
processing ability of in-
dividual people required 
to reach the ideal propos-
als for government regu-
lations “would require a 
level of knowledge that is 
orders of magnitude be-
yond anything that any 
single human being could 
possibly possess.” Under 
his view, it is not possi-
ble for a single person or 
group of people to have 
the capacity to make 
these decisions correctly.

Otteson and Anton also 
sparred over the success of 
the Japanese economy. In 
his opening remarks, An-
ton pointed to how “[Ja-
pan hasn’t] done any of 
the things Western free 
traders” demand, yet “the 
political health of Japan, 
the economic health of Ja-

pan, and the day-to-day 
life of a Japanese citizen 
[are] all very, very strong.” 

During the ques-
tion-and-answer period, 
Otteson took issue with 
the idea that Japan is a 

major success story high-
lighting the country’s im-
pending demographic 
crisis caused by an aging 
population. Anton coun-
tered that demographic 
problems are not unique 
to Japan and instead are 
the nearly unavoidable 
consequence of certain 
levels of development, in-
come, and birth rates. 

Students found the dis-
cussion of the Japanese 
economy enlightening. 
Luke Schafer, a senior eco-
nomics major, said, “Be-

fore the debate, I consid-
ered Japan to be in poor 
economic shape—high 
debt, low (if any) growth, 
moribund stock mar-
ket—but after Anton’s re-
marks, I was able to see 

Japan’s economy in a dif-
ferent light. Its economy 
might not be growing, 
but it adequately pro-
vides for its citizens and 
largely avoids the ‘deaths 
of despair’ seen in the 
post-free trade Rust Belt.”

One of the recur-
ring themes of the ques-
tion-and-answer period 
was the effects of deindus-
trialization and the rise of 
the professional manageri-
al class. Students wondered 
how the free market could 
promote human freedom 

and dignity when people 
are dying deaths of despair 
and working crazy hours. 

Otteson suggested the 
alternatives to the free 
market system would have 
similar if not worse effects 

and indicated much of this 
societal problem could be 
attributable to a lack of 
contemplation about what 
makes a good, fulfilled life. 
Anton took a much more 
sympathetic approach, 
highlighting how finan-
cialization has limited op-
tions for a middle class 
lifestyle, in some instances 
necessitating that individ-
uals sign away their souls.

Students found this dis-
cussion enlightening as 
they contemplate their 
own future career paths. 

Christian McClaine, a 
sophomore finance ma-
jor, found the conversa-
tion intriguing: “I have 
had the concern that the 
hours I would be work-
ing in investment bank-
ing or private equity jobs 
would interfere with oth-
er areas of my life, and 
that question is a signif-
icant part of my prayer 
life right now. I agree with 
Anton’s claim that a mar-
ket-driven trend has creat-
ed a system where I either 
have to be a workhorse or 
pursue other fields (bar-
ring perhaps a few firms 
that are structured well) 
or pursue other interests, 
and that is a great shame.”

A full recording of the 
debate can be found on the 
CCCG’s YouTube page.

John Soza is a sophomore 
from Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, studying finance with 
minors in constitutional 
studies and theology. When 
he is not using Morrissey’s 
smokers to make brisket or 
homemade bacon, he can 
be found reading. Con-
tact him at jsoza@nd.edu.

The Storeys pres-
ent on their new 
book

Husband and Wife Lecture on Education and Restlessness
Madelyn Stout
Staff Writer
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Every year, the Ital-
ian Studies De-
partment brings 

to the stage students, fac-
ulty, and alumni for a 
night of celebration of 
Italian culture. On Fri-
day, March 31, the Cen-
ter for Italian Studies 
sponsored this year’s per-
formance, entitled “Di-
versitàlia: Italian Cities 
and their Soundscapes.”

The concert was held in 
the DeBartolo Perform-
ing Arts Center to a sold-
out crowd in the Leighton 
Concert Hall and took 
audience members on a 
tour of Italian cities. The 
concert began by looking 
at Italy through a tour-
ist’s eyes with a perfor-
mance of “On an Evening 
in Roma,” sung by grad-
uate student Sean Leyes.

Professor of Italian Les-
ley Marcantonio, who is 
the producer, musical di-
rector, and a performer 
in the concert, then came 
onstage and introduced 
the concert, saying, “To-
gether in one place, expe-
riencing one moment in 
time, breathing one mo-
ment of this music, we im-
merse ourselves in the Ital-
ian passion for spectacle, 
for beauty and for music.”

In an interview with the 
Rover Marcantonio spoke 

of the pedagogical func-
tion of the Italian concert: 
“The hope is that the mu-
sic opens [Italy] up. Be-
yond a lecture, beyond 
anything, [music] is some-
thing that you can expe-
rience, and you can en-
counter something that is 
true through the music.”

She explained the theme 
and how it came to be, say-
ing, “The themes grow out 
of conversations in class, 
with Italian friends and 
family over a meal, with 
students returning from 
abroad, with colleagues. 
This year’s theme—Italian 
Cities and their Sound-
scapes—came from my 
heart, but the love is one 
shared and recognized by 
all who have encountered, 
or dreamed, of Italy.”

Marcantonio wished to 
explore, “Why is it that 
when someone says ‘I 
went to Milan…Rome…
Naples…’ you have a to-
tally different feeling for 
their visit? Or when an 
Italian says “I’m from Mi-
lan…Rome…Naples…” 
you know something in-
timate about them, be-
yond stereotype. We 
wanted not just to an-
swer this question, but 
to present this question 
on stage, through music.”

Following Leyes’ per-
formance, the remain-
der of the concert took 
the audience on a journey 
through Italy, presenting 
each Italian city through 
the eyes of a native.

One of the most moving 
performances of the night 

was that of Dr. Antho-
ny Monta, Dean of Holy 
Cross College and profes-
sor of English. Monta has 
performed in the Italian 
Concert since 2018. This 
year, he sang a song en-
titled “Genova Per Noi” 
about the city of Genoa.

The song captures the 
feelings and wonder of a 
small-town villager who 

experiences the busyness 
of a large port city for the 
first time. Monta’s pa-
ternal grandfather, Piet-
ro, came from the small 
Piedmontese town of 
Roasio and immigrated 
to the United States. For 
men like Paolo Conte—
the author of the song—
and Pietro, these port cit-
ies meant opportunity.

In an interview with 
the Rover, Dr. Monta de-
scribed his grandfather’s 
journey through various 
port cities, saying, “There 
was no work in the foot-
hills, so Pap had to go to St. 
Moritz in France to make 
money. His older brother, 
who had moved to Penn-
sylvania, said in letters that 

the US was the place to be, 
so Pap and his friend Eu-
sebio Micheletti came over 
just before World War I.”

He continued, “Pap was 
drafted in 1916. He went 
with Pershing’s Army to 
France, where he was … 
gassed. [He was] sent to 
recuperate at a French re-
sort, which he rather en-
joyed. I say all this because 
port cities like Le Havre 
and Genoa were gateways 

for Pap and his friends to 
new worlds for their fam-
ilies, and new futures.”

“Genova Per Noi” was 
an easy choice for the con-
cert. Monta said, “Profes-
sor Marcantonio had had 
her eye on this song the 
minute she settled on the 
theme of songs from and 
about Italy's many cities..”

Teresa Tompkins, who 
returned to the Italian 
Concert for her second 
year, spoke with the Rover 
about how her experience 
performing has changed 
the way she views mu-
sic. She said, “I had been 
trained very competitively, 
and it took the joy out of 
[music] for me. So, when 
I met this band, it was 

just the greatest breath of 
fresh air, because they are 
all about loving the mu-
sic and giving that back 
to the audience, letting 
them experience Italy in 
all of its spirit and cul-
ture … It is something 
that has brought back 
the joy in performing.”

Tompkins performed 
two songs, “Napul’è” and 
“Maledetta Primavera,” 
which closed the concert. 
Tompkins could not de-
cide which of the two she 
prefers, but said of her 
pieces, “‘Napul’è’ is such 
an enchanting piece be-
cause Naples is so often 
disregarded. That song is 
saying even though Na-
ples is dirty and forgot-
ten, it is beautiful, and 
it should not be for-
gotten, and its people 
should not be forgotten.”

She continued, “But of 
course, ‘Maledetta Pri-
mavera’ is all passion. It’s 
about blaming yourself for 
the mistakes that you’ve 
made, but also saying, ‘I 
can’t live my life any more 
this way’ … and ‘Damn 
Spring!’ I love the way 
that the song is a com-
plete giving of [yourself ].”

Marcantonio performed 
six songs, one of which, 
“Roma Nun Fa la Stupi-
da Stasera,” she grew up 
hearing her mother sing 
around the house. Mar-
cantonio told the Rov-
er, “I am definitely not 
used to the vulnerability 
of performance. For my-
self, singing ‘Roma Nun 
Fa la Stupida’ for my mom 
is something that I’m not 
communicating directly 

to the audience, but it’s 
something that I am keep-
ing in my own heart and 
mind while I perform.”

Marcantonio made sure 
to praise the band which 
makes the concert possi-
ble. She said, “Prof. Joseph 
Rosenberg, assistant pro-
fessor in the Program of 
Liberal Studies, has been 
the core of the band since 
the beginning, and now, 
along with Joseph, we 
have an established band 
of incredible musicians 
from around campus. One 
of the greatest character-
istics of this project is the 
collaboration. The band 
is the engine of this proj-
ect … They play a variety 
of styles rarely covered by 
one group of musicians—
folk, rock, jazz, opera, 
electronica, beach, indie 
and even big band music.”

Next year’s concert 
will celebrate Italian fe-
male voices, particular-
ly the iconic singer Mina.

Elizabeth Hale is a soph-
omore studying political 
science. While she does not 
speak Italian, she insists 
that she understands what 
everyone says, “Even though 
I can’t translate it.” To ex-
plain ‘il congiuntivo,’ please 
email her at ehale@nd.edu. 

grow. By the fall of 2001, 
the band marched on cam-
pus for the first time since 
1954, and mid-season the 
band acquired used kilts 
from the Irish Guard. It 
was during this football 
season that the band also 
added their own drum line.

In 2011, former head 
football coach Brian Kel-
ly asked the Bagpipe Band 
to march the football play-
ers into the stadium. Now 
in their own tartan kilts, 
glengarry bonnets, and 
black doublets, the No-
tre Dame Bagpipe Band 
can be found playing 
throughout campus on 
home game days, as well 
as in the Chicago St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade as they 
play on the boats that dye 
the Chicago River green.

Students and faculty do 
not have to have any pip-
ing experience to join the 
band, as “The band has a 
dual mission of perform-
ing with the pipes and 
teaching other students 

how to play them. The 
band provides most of the 
bagpipes, drums, and uni-
forms to its members.”

Fifth-year architecture 
student Jack Harrington, 
who has been Pipe Major 
since the second semes-
ter of his freshman year 
said in an interview with 
the Rover that his favor-
ite memory of the band 
has been teaching his 
friends to play the pipes: 
“By the end of my fresh-
man year, our member-
ship roster was myself and 
our two advisors. We real-
ized that if we don't start 
finding more pipers and 
drummers soon, there 
will be no more ND Bag-
pipe Band … Rather than 
wait for the next admis-
sions cycle, I decided to 
start teaching anyone who 
wanted to learn to play 
the pipes. My sophomore 
year I taught five freshmen 
to play, then junior year 
another four. Now we’re 
up to just under 20 per-
forming members, most 
of whom I taught to play 
the pipes from scratch.”

He continued, “Over 
the last few years I’ve been 

able to see all their efforts 
of learning week after week 
after week pay off. It’s not 
easy to play the highland 
bagpipes, let alone learn-
ing to play while also being 
a full-time student here. 
But they do it, and they do 

it well. So what’s my favor-
ite memory as a piper here 
at ND? Seeing the look of 
pride on my friends’ faces 
when they perform their 
first solo performance in 
front of hundreds of peo-
ple, knowing the work 
they put in to get there.”

Harrington is one of 
five children, all of whom 
played the pipes after be-
ing introduced to the in-
strument in a unique way: 

“After moving to Colo-
rado Springs, my siblings 
and I had far too much 
time on our hands. Af-
ter watching a particular 
episode of the TV show 
How It’s Made, where they 
showed how they make 

highland bagpipes, we 
figured, ‘Why not?’ That 
was 12 years ago now.”

Harrington shared that 
the band has an official 
practice for four hours ev-
ery week in Washington 
Hall, though they prac-
tice outside when they 
can. He said, “We have an 
informal rule that if you 
hear pipes on campus, any 
other member can (and 
should) grab their pipes 

and go join. We have mini 
jam-sessions all the time 
where we come up with 
cool harmonies and play 
our favorite songs for a 
little while … One of my 
favorite things to do is to 
hear pipes being played 
in the distance on cam-
pus and try to figure out 
who's playing—every-
one’s playing style is just 
a little bit different, and 
sometimes you can pick 
up on it from a mile away.”

The distinctive noise of 
highland bagpipes is not 
only noticed by fellow 
bagpipers, though. Sopho-
more Julianna Lopez told 
the Rover, “I love hearing 
the bagpipes while I do 
homework. It always re-
minds me of how lucky 
I am to be a part of the 
Irish family! The view 
of the Dome and listen-
ing to the bagpipes from 
my room in Breen-Phil-
lips are constant, hap-
py reminders of being a 
Notre Dame student.”

She continued, “My 
grandpa passed away the 
day before I moved out 
to Notre Dame, and he 
loved playing the bag-

pipes, so every time I hear 
them I think of him!”

As the weather gets 
warmer in South Bend, 
the bagpipers can be heard 
throughout campus prac-
ticing for next year’s foot-
ball season. Next fall, they 
can be found perform-
ing in front of the Main 
Building for four hours 
before every home game.

Elizabeth Hale is a soph-
omore studying political sci-
ence. She has often been told 
that she sounds like “bag-
pipe skirl” when she sings, 
and she is starting to think 
that it is not a compli-
ment. Send comments and 
questions to ehale@nd.edu.
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Diversitàlia: Italy Comes to South Bend

Center for Italian 
Studies hosts an-
nual concert
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Tolkien insisted that he 
did not write allegorical-
ly, but rather wrote beau-
tiful histories; I am in-
clined to say that this is 
how God writes as well. 

Perhaps the bat in the 
basilica is old news. Its re-
telling seems to delight 
the storytellers more than 
their audiences at this 
point. That beautiful his-
tory is now well-known; 
now is the time for com-
mentators and florilegia.

Origen recommends 

that we study the sacred 
historia at the literal lev-
el (for we are bodily), the 
moral level (for we are en-
souled), and the allegori-
cal level (for we are spiri-
tual). Literally, there was a 
bat in the basilica during 
the Easter Vigil, circling 
throughout the homily 
and swooping at the bap-
tisms, until finally he was 
slapped out of midair and 
wrangled outside. Nev-
er before has my fight-or-
flight adrenaline been so 
awakened; and yet, as one 
under a hypnotist’s spell, 
my mind was numbed as 
I watched the bat circle 
above me, and my body 
shivered. It was also an 
instance to prove that the 

priesthood does consist 
of truly manly men — 
with absolutely unphased 
(almost bored) calm-
ness, Fr Brian baptized 
an army of reborn souls 
while a bat swooped at 
his head. What a cool guy.

But now, let us consid-
er a deeper level, neglected 
by most anecdote-tellers 
and journalists. What can 
this teach us of virtue? As 
I have already suggested, 
it is apparent that priests 
must shepherd the flock 
in imitation of the Good 
Shepherd. Should there 
be a bear in the basilica, 
it would be their priest-
ly duty not only to con-
tinue hearing confessions, 
but also (if the bear is un-
willing to confess his sins 
and repent) to wrestle him 

out of the church. It is also 
clear that the faithful are 
bound to remain in wor-
ship despite the danger; 
there is no quicker way to 
Paradise than martyrdom, 
even martyrdom by bat-at-
tack. Let us imitate Mary 
the Mother of God or John 
the Evangelist by remain-
ing with the Lord in his 
crucifixion, rather than the 
rest of the disciples, who 
fearfully fled the mob. For 
those of us who endured 
to see the bat slapped 
down possess the same joy 
of the women at the tomb 
who endured long enough 
to see that death itself 
had been slapped down.

More could be said with 
more space; but let us try 
to understand this at the 
most spiritual level. It 

seems to me that there is 
no better image for her-
esy than this. We accept 
that heresy shall persist 
in this life, but we hope 
that it will stay outside the 
Church. It is more griev-
ous when it has found its 
way inside. The ugliness of 
heresy is made even more 
apparent when it is bla-
tant in the Church—its 
vicious features and wild 
movements compared to 
the serene softness of our 
Lady and the gold of heav-
en. And when heresy flits 
around the Church, it 
may even lead some of the 
faithful to apostasy, fleeing 
from the Church into even 
darker, battier night. But 
it is indeed the priestly of-
fice, in the face of heresy, 
not to abandon the liturgy, 

but to protect and preserve 
it. And, should he have the 
chance, it is also for the 
priest (or his MC) to grab 
the missalette of truth, 
leap with the shoes of 
righteousness, and slam-
dunk the bat of heresy into 
the next century. More 
could be said; I digress.

James Whitaker is a grad-
uate student in the theology 
department, currently study-
ing Patristic exegesis (mon-
key see, monkey do). If you 
would like to challenge him 
with a new topic or prompt 
for a humor piece, you can 
throw down the gaunt-
let at jwhitak5@nd.edu.
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ACROSS

1 Dorm infamously 
shuttered in 2021

5 Buddy
9 Reluctant: Var.
13 Memoirist Wiesel
14 Home for an 

on-campus Taco 
Bell, for short

16 Twin in the book 
of Genesis

17 Not just quietly at-

tentive
18 Carbons and hy-

drogens
19 Material for grow-

ing some crystals
20 Beginnings
22 How a suspense-

ful race is won
24 Bulldoze, Brit-

ish-style
26 What “rattan” 

is occasionally 
spelled with

27 Plot together
31 Triple ____
34 ____ cras (“I will 

be [there] tomor-
row,” in a Latin 
acrostic)

35 They’re green in a 
60’s sitcom title

37 Arts & Letters 
HQ, familiarly

39 What students 
do in North or 
South, but not 

East or West
40 “College” that 

tried to secede 
from Notre Dame 
in 1969

42 Gardner of Show 
Boat

43 It contends with 
40-Across for the 
title of ND’s old-
est dorm

46 Feature of a 
mathematical 
proof

48 Pince-____
49 Decree
51 Intertwine
53 Old-time school-

mistress
55 Fill up and then 

some
56 Farley grads, e.g.
59 Popular Grotto 

pilgrimage activ-
ity

63 Golden pedestal 
for Notre Dame’s 
iconic Marian 
statue

64 Where Moses re-
mained for forty 
days

67 Fruit in some gin 
liqueurs

68 Mischievous sorts
69 Tuning fork unit
70 Letter after theta
71 Cartoonist Thom-

as who popular-
ized Uncle Sam

72 Act maniacally
73 Carve with acid

DOWN

1 Nonnegative, non-
positive integer

2 Turing of the Tur-
ing test

3 Rose parts some-
times made into 
jam

4 Freeway entrance 
nuisances

5 What the Profes-
sors Mazurek 
study

6 Beanie or beret
7 Mysterious aerial 

phenomenon, for 
short

8 ____-jumbo
9 Simple shelters
10 Where the No-

bel Peace Prize is 
awarded

11 Greek T’s
12 Enlightenment 

philosopher Da-
vid

15 Band in which 
Justin Timber-
lake sang

21 Bit of Spanish 
street fare

23 Prefix with dy-
namic

25 There’s one in this 
this clue [sic]

27 Half of the coc-
cyx?

28 Give an address, 
say

29 Jotted down
30 Like many tales of 

demonic posses-
sion

32 Suzanne who 
hosted HGTV’s 
House Hunters

33 Kind of orange
36 YIELD and STOP, 

for two
38 Look intently
41 Certify, as a title 

deed
44 Least luminous
45 Glance over
47 Moment, in Ma-

drid
50 Write a one-star 

review of, say
52 Scottish monster 

nickname
54 Sid who designed 

the Civilization 
video game series

56 Tennis score, 
briefly

57 ____ Prieta (1989 
Calif. earthquake 
site)

58 Some refs
60 Heaps
61 Program housed 

in the Pasquerilla 
Center

62 Opposite of nah
65 “I 2nd that” slo-

ganeer: Abbr.
66 Relative of a dune 

buggy, briefly

Solutions will be dis-
played on the Irish 
Rover’s website under 
the Culture section.

Watchdog’s Words
Created by Evan O’Dorney

Bat in the Basilica

An exercise in exe-
gesis

James Whitaker
Humor Editor



“COME, WE WILL
TAKE CARE OF YOU.

WE WILL GET A HOME
FOR YOUR CHILD.”

                     SAINT TERESA

Holy Family Catholic
Adoption Agency

Holy Family Catholic
Adoption Agency

is here to assist
the Notre Dame, St. Mary’s

and Holy Cross Communities
in proclaiming a Gospel of Life

by sharing the loving message of adoption.

Non-profit organization

For more information call (574) 307-3585
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